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Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Saturday, September 26, 2026, 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, September 27, 2026, 9:30 a.m.

Notes for Worship

e Hymnals: ELW: cranberry ACS purple.

¢ Individually wrapped gluten-free communion wafers are available upon request.

e We invite children of all ages to be in worship with us. Children are welcome to use the
Pray-Ground in front of the church on the piano side as a comfortable space to
experience worship. If you feel your child(ren) are being too disruptive, you are
welcome to move into the Chapel.

GATHERING
Prelude (Sunday) Elegiac Pastorale Franklin D. Ashdown

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures
forever.

Amen.

Almighty God, ... and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your
will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, ... of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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APOSTOLIC GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, ... and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all!

And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
God of love, giver of life, ... the way of salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
MUSICAL OFFERING
(Sunday) A Joyful Ring Barbara Kinyon

Godsbells



WORD

FIRST READING Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32
'The word of the Lord came to me: > What do you mean by repeating this proverb
concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s
teeth are set on edge”? 3As I live, says the Lord God, this proverb shall no more be used by
you in Israel. 4 Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the
child is mine: it is only the person who sins who shall die.

»Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way
unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 2 When the righteous turn away from their
righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have
committed, they shall die. *? Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they
have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. *® Because they
considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they
shall surely live; they shall not die. * Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is
unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?

3° Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says
the Lord God. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be
your ruin. 3' Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against
me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of
Israel? 3> For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord God. Turn, then, and
live.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



PSALM Psalm 25:1-9
Saturday Read responsively by verse.
Sunday The cantor will sing the refrain first, then all are invited to sing the refrain.
Congregation sings the bolded verses, and the R is the refrain sung by all.
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'To I you, O Lord,
[ lift | up my soul.
>My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph | over me.
3 Let none who look to you be | put to shame;
rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous.
+Show me your | ways, O Lord,
and teach | me your paths. R

5Lead me in your ! truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long.
®Remember, O Lord, your compas- | sion and love,
for they are from ! everlasting.
7Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your good- ! ness,
O Lord.
8You are gracious and up- ! right, O Lord;
therefore you teach sinners ! in your way.
9You lead the low- | ly in justice
and teach the low- ! ly your way. R

SECOND READING Philippians 2:1-13
'If, then, there is any comfort in Christ, any consolation from love, any partnership in the
Spirit, any tender affection and sympathy, > make my joy complete: be of the same mind,
having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. 3 Do nothing from selfish
ambition or empty conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. 4 Let
each of you look not to your own interests but to the interests of others. > Let the same



mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,

®who, though he existed in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be grasped,

7but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
assuming human likeness.

And being found in appearance as a human,
8he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.

9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly
and gave him the name
that is above every other name,
©so that at the name given to Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
"and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.

> Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence
but much more now in my absence, work on your own salvation with fear and
trembling, 8 for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for
his good pleasure.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CHILDREN’S LESSON
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GOSPEL Matthew 21:23-32
The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

3'When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to
him as he was teaching and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who
gave you this authority?” >4 Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell
me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. 25 Did the
baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one
another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say to us, ‘Why, then, did you not believe

him?’ 2° But if we say, ‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd, for all regard John as a
prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will
[ tell you by what authority I am doing these things.

8“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and
work in the vineyard today.’ *° He answered, ‘I will not,” but later he changed his mind and
went. 3° The father went to the second and said the same, and he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but
he did not go. 3 Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus
said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the
kingdom of God ahead of you. 3* For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and
you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him, and even
after you saw it you did not change your minds and believe him.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Jordan
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HYMN OF THE DAY O God, My Faithful God
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4  When dan-gers gath - er round, oh, keep me calm and fear - less;
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a con-science free from blame, a soul un-stained by  sin.
what - ev - er I have wrought, for you must give suc - cess.
then to my words give grace, lest I of - fend the weak.
and, by your Spir-it’s might, to live at peace with all
APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
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he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Today’s prayers include specific requests from our partners in Tanzania.
Hear us, O God.

Your mercy is great.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always!
And also with you!
MEAL

CHANGE TO CHANGE THE WORLD
OFFERING (Sunday) O Blessed Spring setting, David Lasky

SEPTEMBER MISSION: Hadfield Elementary School Partnership: St. Luke’s has a
relationship with Hadfield Elementary School. People from St. Luke’s volunteer in the
school building regularly. We also provide for students who have special needs.

Two Options to Use Your Phone to Give

1. Point your QR reader at the left QR graphic where you can
login and track your giving. Or visit stlukeslutheran.org

and click the Online Giving tab on the right side of the page.
2. Point your QR reader at the right QR graphic to make an
online one-time gift. Or visit omella.com/o/izfds.

OFFERING PRAYER
God of creation, ... in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always.
Amen.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

PREFACE

It is indeed right... we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy

ELW pg. 144
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,
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thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!

COMMUNION

All who are baptized are welcome to receive Holy Communion, regardless of church
affiliation. Receive our Lord in the bread and wine of this meal. Juice and individually
wrapped, gluten-free wafers are available from the server by request.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS O Blessed Spring

ELW 447
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wing and trust the prom - ise of the spring.
vive and join us to your Tree of Life.
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HYMN Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word

ELW 517
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1 Lord, keep us stead - fast in your word; curb those who
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wrest the king-dom from your Son

Lord of lords a - lone; de - fend your ho - ly church, that we
u - ni -ty on ecarth; sup - port us in our fi - nal strife
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and bring to naught  all he has done.
may sing your praise e - ter - mnal - ly.
and lead us out of death to life.
TABLE BLESSING

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Sustaining God, ... and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray.

Amen.

SENDING

BLESSING

The Lord bless you ... The Lord look upon you with favor and *F give you peace.

Amen.
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SENDING HYMN We are Marching in the Light ELW 866
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we  are march-ing in  the light of God.
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Additional stanzas ad lib.:
We are dancing ...
We are praying ...
We are singing ...

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSAL
Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE (Sunday) Prelude in e minor, BWV 533 J.S. Bach

Copyright: ABBOT'S LEIGH. Music: Cyril V. Taylor © 1942, 1970 Hope Publishing Company. BERGLUND - organ. Music:
Robert Buckley Farlee, David Lasky © 2011 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Elegiac Pastorale - organ. Music: Franklin D.
Ashdown © 2009 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. God Is Here! Words: Fred Pratt Green © 1979 Hope Publishing Company.O
Blessed Spring - choral. Words and music: Susan Palo Cheriwen, Robert Buckley Farlee, David Cherwien © 1993, 2011
Augsburg Fortress Publishers. O Blessed Spring/BERGLUND. Words and music: Susan Palo Chewien, Robert Buckley Farlee
© 1993 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Siyahamba/We Are Marching In the Light of God. Words and music: Anders Nyberg ©
1984 Walton Music. Streamed and reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net #A-727601. All rights reserved.
Liturgies from sundaysandseasons.com License: SB127834 © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

IN OUR PRAYERS

For needs to be met: for teachers, students, and parents; for peace among nations; for our
country; for those impacted by violence; for those impacted by storms, for first responders;
for all who struggle with uncertainty; for the Hope Center; for caregivers, for all who are ill,
Bishop Curry, Kathy D, Sandy H, Sarah M, Liz S, Kathy ], Sue C, Shane R, Joe, Jerry R, Gary
Z, Dawn TW, Marlene N, Kenzie D, Baby BK, Cheri S, Glenn, Jacque L, Debby B, Beth, Tom,
Joanne H, Karen R, Gloria B, Jillian R, Chris R, Brad S, Baby W, Baby Evelyn, Kathi D, Terese,
Beth, Kory B, Michael R, Dave M, Jamie F, Jim B, David L, Josh, Diane, Steve D, Greg C,
Janice H, Brian M, Laurie B, Mary S, Chris, Lisa S, April, Sarah E, James, Anthony Y, Mary Y,
Isabella, Steve, Sai R, Joan B, Rusty B, Tim M, Dakota, Dale R, Sally, Linda M, Joyce, Kathi,
Dan D, Mary M, John F, Jan N, Dave M, Chris B, Katie L, Andy S, Carey, Dave, Terri I, Mark,
Janet ], John K, and Vi E.

For our partner churches in the Meru Diocese in Tanzania: For the rainfall and
resources needed for their crops to grow, and for blessings upon all people. For strength
and guidance as they face daily challenges. For the general election in October. For the
Maroni and Kilimamoja Congregations, and for God's continued blessings on our
partnership.

For those serving in the military: Gary Bjerke, Owen Hager, Jim Kieso Jr,

Daniel Krueger, and Dmitriy Lando.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Friendship Pads
Please be sure to sign in on the friendship pads located in each pew.

Hospitality Thank You

September Coffee Hour is sponsored by the Lopez Family. In honor of all the students,
teachers, and staff as they start the new school year. Along with wishing Amy Lopez a
happy birthday on September 2!

Ambo Flowers
This weekend’s flowers are given in honor of Needle and Thimble from Ed and Arlene
Raether.

50+ Anniversary
We give thanks for Randolph and Frances Vosburg celebrating their 56th wedding
anniversary on Saturday, September 26!

go+ Birthdays
Vi Ellison turns 94 on Saturday, September 26!

Evening First Tuesday Book Club

Love to read but can’t attend the First Tuesday morning book discussion? We have an
evening option for you! The Evening First Tuesday Book Club meets at 6:00 p.m. on the
first Tuesday of each month (except July and December) in the Faith Room. Join us for our
first gathering on Tuesday, October 6. If you have questions, please contact Kim Stair at
kimberiella@gmail.com or text (414) 940-6063.

Trunk or Treat

Please join CLM and St. Luke’s as we hold our 5th Trunk or Treat on Friday, October 9,
from 5:30 to 6:45 p.m. If you would like to host a trunk, please contact Courtney Stangl at
cstangl@stlukeslutheran.org. We are also looking for donations to give away, candy,
treats, snacks, fidgets, etc. Please look for a box outside the church office or inside the
CLM entry.

Needle & Thimble

Please join Needle and Thimble on Tuesdays at 8:30 a.m., unless there is no school.
Everyone is welcome. You don’t need to be able to sew. There are other things that can be
done. Please call Marilyn Olson if you have questions, (262) 844-2519.
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Help Load Quilts

We are asking for your help. We will be packing a truck in the Church parking lot with
boxes of our lovely quilts and health kits from our congregation and other churches for
Lutheran World Relief. The loading will be on Saturday, October 10, 8:00 to 9:30 a.m. This
is light to medium lifting. For more information or to sign up contact Marilyn Olson, (262)

844-2519.

Search Bible Study Meets This Fall

If you'd like to be part of a group of Christians growing in faith, join our weekly Search
Bible Study that meets on Wednesdays at 1:00 p.m. All are welcome! There is no
registration requirement. Bring a friend. All levels of experience with the Bible are
welcome. We normally have been having 20-25 people. There is always room for you.

Women of Faith Bible Study

Join us on a journey as we meet Elizabeth, Mary, and Anna in The Women of Christmas.
Beginning in February, we will be introducing Mary of Bethany, Mary of Nazareth, and
Mary Magdalene in The Women of Easter. Both studies are written by Liz Curtis Higgs.
You've heard their names, but do you know their stories? Liz Curtis Higgs brings these
women to life and helps us deepen our understanding of their relationship with Jesus.
Both books are available in hardcover and Kindle editions through Amazon or your
favorite bookseller. Join us and bring a friend. All are welcome! For more information,
contact Laurie Rohrwasser (262) 542-4664, Irorhwasser@stlukeslutheran.org. Women of
Faith Bible Study meets on the 1st and 3rd Thursdays of each month from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.
Our final study is May 20, 2027.

CLM Scrip Fundraiser

We have some exciting news! Our St. Luke's Child Life Ministries Scrip Account through
RaiseRight is active! What is Scrip? It's a place where you can purchase gift cards and CLM
will get a portion of your purchase kicked back! Going shopping? Get a gift
card to pay for your purchase and donate to CLM at the same time, it's that
easy! You can order your gift card and have it instantly available to use, right
from your phone. There are two easy ways to sign up, follow this link OR
scan the QR code. Share with your friends and relatives by sending them a
text or email! There's no cost or upcharge, just purchasing gift cards that helps CLM.
https://www.raiseright.com/enroll?enrollCode=FDCD7A8962586

Online Giving

To start giving electronically or make changes to your on-line giving, please log on to our
website and click on “Online Giving” on the far right. You can also fill out the paper
authorization form and return it to the church office. Paper authorization forms are
available at the Welcome Center.
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This Week at St. Luke’s
715 p.m.  Voices of Faith
Thursday, October 1, 2026

Sunday, September 27, 2026
Tanzania Partnership Sunday -

Common Day of Prayer 4:30 p.m. Joyful Noise

9:30a.m. Worship 5:00 p.m. Community Meal

9:30 a.m. Sunday School 6:30 p.m. Women Bible Study

10:30 a.m. Mt. Meru Coffee Sales 7:00 p.m. The Broad Hwy A.A.

10:45a.m. Discipleship Training Friday, October 2, 2026
Affirmation of Baptism 4:30 p.m. Forever 40

11:00 a.m. Youth Group Saturday, October 3, 2026

6:00 p.m. Men’s A.A. Blessing of the Quilts

Monday, September 28, 2026 9:00a.m. Discipleship Training

8:00a.m. Amigos Affirmation of Baptism

6:30 p.m. Al-Anon 5:00 p.m. Worship

Tuesday, September 29, 2026 Sunday, October 4, 2026
8:30a.m. Needle and Thimble Blessing of the Quilts
6:30 p.m. W.C.U. Rehearsal 9:30a.m. Worship
Wednesday, September 30, 2026 9:30a.m. Sunday School
1:00 p.m. Search Bible Study 10:45a.m. Discipleship Training
6:00 p.m. Godsbells Affirmation of Baptism
6:30 p.m. Discipleship Training 1n:30a.m. Executive Committee
7:00 p.m. N.A. 6:00 p.m. Men’s A.A.
7:00 p.m. SquareDancers
Serving this Weekend:
5:00 p.m. 9:30 a.m.
Preaching: Pastor Jordan Pastor Jordan
Presiding: Pastor Jordan Pastor Hooper
Music: Teresa Ledford Michael Schaner
Assisting Minister: Dan Jorvig Teresa Jahn
Lector: Ralph Klass Tracy Craft
Bread Baker: Art Olson Art Olson
Acolyte: Eden Tonn Conner Miller
Communion Asst: Jody Geibl Kathy Pederson
Ushers: Harold Bloch R] Hildebran
Janet Steinquist Kevin & Jenny Thorstad
Mark & Susan Perry
Altar Care: Susan Klabunde Jay & Kathy Fontaine
Don & Candy Grossman

Worship Tech:
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