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Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
Saturday, July 25, 2026, 5:00 p.m. 
Sunday, July 26, 2026, 9:30 a.m. 

 
Notes for Worship 

• Hymnals: ELW: cranberry ACS purple. 

• Individually wrapped gluten-free communion wafers are available upon request. 

• We invite children of all ages to be in worship with us. Children are welcome to use the 
Pray-Ground in front of the church on the piano side as a comfortable space to 
experience worship. If you feel your child(ren) are being too disruptive, you are 
welcome to move into the Chapel. 

 
GATHERING 

 
PRELUDE Be Thou My Vision Heather Sorenson 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 
 Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin to God. 
 
 Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate God, 

we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 

 
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will 

give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
 Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN Gather Us In ELW 532 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, … and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all! 
 And also with you. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE Glory to God, Glory in the Highest ACS pg. 12 

 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Beloved and sovereign God, … the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
 Amen. 
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WORD 
 

FIRST READING 1 Kings 3:5-12 
5 At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I 
should give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your 
servant my father David because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, 
and in uprightness of heart toward you, and you have kept for him this great and steadfast 
love and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. 7 And now, O Lord my God, you 
have made your servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; 
I do not know how to go out or come in. 8 And your servant is in the midst of the people 
whom you have chosen, a great people so numerous they cannot be numbered or 
counted. 9 Give your servant, therefore, an understanding mind to govern your people, 
able to discern between good and evil, for who can govern this great people of yours?” 
  10 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 God said to him, “Because you have 
asked this and have not asked for yourself long life or riches or for the life of your enemies 
but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12 I now do according to 
your word. Indeed, I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before 
you, and no one like you shall arise after you.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM  Psalm 119:129-136 

 

  
129 Your de- | crees are wonderful; 
  therefore I obey them with | all my heart. 
 130 When your word is opened | it gives light; 
  it gives understanding | to the simple. 
 131 I open my | mouth and pant 
  because I long for | your commandments. 
 132 Turn to me and be gra- | cious to me, 
  as you always do to those who | love your name. R 
 

 133 Order my footsteps | in your word; 
  let no iniquity have dominion | over me. 
 134 Rescue me from those | who oppress me, 
  and I will keep | your commandments. 
 135 Let your face shine up- | on your servant 
  and teach | me your statutes. 
 136 My eyes shed | streams of tears, 
  because people do not | keep your teaching. R 
 
SECOND READING Romans 8:26-39 
26 The Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but 
that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. 27 And God, who searches 
hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints 
according to the will of God. 
  28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are 
called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be 
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large 
family. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also 
justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 



7 

  31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He 
who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not with him 
also give us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God 
who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who 
is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us from 
the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril 
or sword? 36 As it is written, 
 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
  we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. 38 For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will 
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S LESSON Francesca Kemper 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia Anne Krentz Organ 

 
 
GOSPEL  Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
31 Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard 
seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32 it is the smallest of all the seeds, but 
when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the 
air come and make nests in its branches.” 
  33 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman 
took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 
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  44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and 
reburied; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
  45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46 on finding 
one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
  47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught 
fish of every kind; 48 when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into 
baskets but threw out the bad. 49 So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come 
out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and throw them into the furnace of fire, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
 
  51 “Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52 And he said to them, 
“Therefore every scribe who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like the 
master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON   
 Saturday Pastor Hooper 
 Sunday  Héctor Colón 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY What Is the World Like ACS 1047 
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APOSTLES’ CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
God of grace, 
 hear our prayer. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always! 
 And also with you! 
 

MEAL 
 
OFFERING Lamb of God setting, Anne Krentz Organ 
 
JULY MISSION: Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin and Upper Michigan  
LSS empowers people to live their best lives by offering a path to recovery from addiction 
or mental illness, a home that’s safe and affordable, a family to thrive in, independence 
and a life that is truly their own.  
 
Two Options to Use Your Phone to Give 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Loving God, … name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
 

1. Point your QR reader at the left QR graphic where you can  
login and track your giving. Or visit stlukeslutheran.org  
and click the Online Giving tab on the right side of the page. 
2. Point your QR reader at the right QR graphic to make an 
online one-time gift. Or visit omella.com/o/izfds. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Heaven has come near. 
Come, share in the feast! 
 
COMMUNION 

All who are baptized are welcome to receive Holy Communion, regardless of church 
affiliation. Receive our Lord in the bread and wine of this meal. Juice and individually 

wrapped, gluten-free wafers are available from the server by request. 
 
LAMB OF GOD ELW pg. 182 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS Be Thou Vision ELW 793
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HYMN Let Us Go Now to the Banquet  ELW 523
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TABLE BLESSING 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Compassionate God, … name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING 

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always. 
 Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN God of Grace and God of Glory ELW 705 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
DISMISSAL 
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE Be Thou My Vision setting, John Carter 
 
Copyright: Gather Us In. Words and music: Marty Haugen © 1982 GIA Publications, Inc. Vamas Todos al Banquete/Let Us Go 
Now to the Banquet. Words and music: Guillermo Cuéllar © 1988 GIA Publications, Inc. What Is the World Like/NEW 
WORLD. Words and music: Sally Ann Morris, Adam Tice © 2009 GIA Publications, Inc. Streamed and reprinted with 
permission under OneLicense.net #A-727601. All rights reserved. 
Gospel acclamation setting by Anne Krentz Organ, © 2022 Lutheran Summer Music Academy and Festival. Permission 
granted for local use. 
Liturgies from sundaysandseasons.com License: SB127834 © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 
IN OUR PRAYERS 

 
For needs to be met: For peace among nations, for our country, for those impacted by 
violence, for teachers, students, & parents, for first responders, for all who struggle with 
uncertainty, for caregivers, for the Hope Center, for all who are ill, Bishop Curry, Sue B, 
Marlene N, Sarah M, Sandy H, Baby BK, Grant S, Cheri S, Glenn, Shelby H, Jacque L, Sue O, 
Debby B, Dawn TW, Joanne H, Gloria B, Gwen K, Kathy J, Jillian R, Chris R, Brad S, Baby W, 
Baby Evelyn, Kathi, Tom, Terese, Beth, Kory B, Judy W, Karen R, Michael R, Dave M, Jim B, 
Jamie F, David L, Josh, Diane, Steve D, Greg C, Shane R, Kurt, Janice H, Sue C, Brian M, 
Laurie B, Mary S, Chris, Lisa S, April, Sarah E, James, Anthony Y, Isabella, Steve, Sai R,  
Joan B, Kenzie D, Rusty B, Tim M, Dakota, Dale R, Sally, Linda M, Joyce, Kathi, Dan D,  
Mary M, John F, Jan N, Dave M, Chris B, Katie L, Chuck, Andy S, Carey, Dave, Liz S, Terri I, 
Mark, Janet J, John K and Vi E. 
 
For our partner churches in the Meru Dioces in Tanzania: For what is needed for 
their crops to grow and blessings for all. For the challenges they face. For the general 
election in October. For the Maroni and Kilimamoja Congregations. For God’s continued 
blessings on our partnership. For safe travels for the delegation from Ascension Lutheran 
Church.  
 
For those serving in the military: Gary Bjerke, Owen Hager, Jim Kieso Jr,  
Daniel Krueger, and Dmitriy Lando. 

 
  

http://sundaysandseasons.com/
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Friendship Pads 
Please be sure to sign in on the friendship pads located in each pew. 
 
Hospitality Thank You 
July’s Mt. Meru Coffee Hour is sponsored by Diane Voit in honor of the St. Luke’s 
Scholarship Award and recipients.  
 
Guest Preacher: Héctor Colón, President and CEO, Lutheran Social Services of 
Wisconsin and Upper Michigan on July 26, at the 9:30 a.m. Service  
Our Mission of the Month for July is Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin and Upper 
Michigan. On Sunday, July 26 Héctor Colón, President and CEO of LSS, will be our guest 
preacher. Francesca Kempfer, Director of Advancement for LSS, will also join us that day. 
Héctor Colón has served as President and CEO of Lutheran Social Services of Wisconsin 
and Upper Michigan (LSS) since 2017. Under Colón’s visionary and innovative leadership, 
LSS has adapted new models and business strategies to increase relevancy and operational 
efficiency. Colón recently was named the Nonprofit Executive of the Year by BizTimes 
Media and the Hispanic Man of the year by UMOS. 
 
Personal Care Kit Collection 
Help us share Christ’s love with people facing disasters, displacement, and hardship 
around the world. By donating items for a Personal Care Kit, you can provide basic 
hygiene supplies that restore comfort, health, and dignity to those in need. We will be 
collecting donations starting now through September 13. These gifts will provide essential 
care and encouragement to people in crisis. Stay tuned for the time we will be meeting on 
September 13, to assemble the kits, and volunteers are needed. If you can help or have any 
questions, please contact Julie Doepke (414)-750-4524. Thank you for supporting this 
important ministry and helping us extend God’s love to those who need it most. Items 
Needed: cotton or cotton blend bath-size towel, 20”– 27” x 40”- 52” (dark color preferred,) 
bath-size bars of soap, 8-9 oz, adult toothbrushes, sturdy combs, and metal nail clippers. 
These items can be dropped off in the narthex.  
 
Are You Receiving Our Weekly Connections Email 
Each week we send out an email called Connections. It includes announcements, links, 
information about worship schedules, community events, and so much more. If you are 
not receiving it, email the office (office@stlukeslutheran.org) to be added to the email list. 
 
 
 

mailto:office@stlukeslutheran.org
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One More Summer Pick-Up Choir 
We have one more summer pick-up choir opportunity left this summer on Sunday, August 
16! Thanks to everyone who participated in our June and July choirs. This is a time to just 
come and sing, try out singing at St. Luke’s, or just keep your vocal skills up over the 
summer. We will gather at 8:45 a.m. to learn something to sing in worship at our 9:30 a.m. 
service. All ages are invited to join us and sing! For more information, contact Michael 
Schaner, Director of Music Ministries at mschaner@stlukeslutheran.org. 
 
Blood Drive at Waukesha Public Library 
Give the Gift of Life! The Waukesha Public Library will host a Versiti Blood Drive on 
Monday, August 24, from 2:00 - 6:00 p.m. in their Community Room, 321 Wisconsin Ave. 
Waukesha. All attempting donors will receive a $50 Wilderness Resort coupon, and those 
who schedule their next donation appointment will be entered into a drawing for a free 
Wilderness Resort stay. Please eat a healthy meal and drink plenty of water before 
donating. To schedule an appointment call (877) 232-4376 or visit the website 
Versiti.org/WI. Please consider donating and helping save lives in our community.  
Your gift of blood can make a difference for patients in need. 
 
Flat Jesus Returns 
Last year, Flat Jesus, based on Flat Stanley, traveled with us to many places around the 
world. He returns again this year to join us on our travels! You can pick up your own Flat 
Jesus to decorate at the Welcome Center. Take him with you on your trips, pose with him 
in photos, and then send your photos to Shari Higgins, at shigs@stlukeslutheran.org, to be 
shared with the congregation on Facebook and on the screens around the church. 
 
Your Help Is Needed: Roof and Van Campaign 
This rainy spring has brought many leaks to our attention. Due to the age of the roof, now 
more than 20 years old, and the numerous issues, we are following the guidance to replace 
the pitched roof over both the sanctuary and the chapel. This will be an expensive, but 
necessary endeavor to maintain our beautiful worship spaces. In addition, our 21-year-old 
church and childcare van also needs replacement. We are faced with two large capital 
purchases at the same time. Your financial help is much needed. If you would like to help 
offset the cost of the new chapel and sanctuary roof, please indicate "New Roof" on your 
offering. If you would like to help fund the new church and childcare van, please indicate 
"New Van" on your offering. Any additional support you can give would be most 
appreciated. Thank you in advance for your faithful stewardship! 
 
 
 
 

mailto:mschaner@stlukeslutheran.org
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CLM Scrip Fundraiser 
We have some exciting news! Our St. Luke's Child Life Ministries Scrip Account through 
RaiseRight is active! What is Scrip? It's a place where you can purchase gift cards and CLM 
will get a portion of your purchase kicked back! Going shopping? Get a gift card to pay for 
your purchase and donate to CLM at the same time, it's that easy! You can order your gift 
card and have it instantly available to use, right from your phone. There are 
two easy ways to sign up, follow this link OR scan the QR code. Share with 
your friends and relatives by sending them a text or email!  
There's no cost or upcharge, just purchasing gift cards that helps CLM. 
https://www.raiseright.com/enroll?enrollCode=FDCD7A8962586 
 
Stay Connected with What’s Ahead 
Do you want to know what’s happening in the days and weeks ahead at our church? Visit 
our Church Calendar on the church website! It’s the best place to find upcoming events, 
ministry activities, service times, and special announcements. Simply go to our website 
and click on Calendar to stay updated and get involved. We look forward to seeing you at 
our upcoming events! 
 
Prayer Team 
Scripture encourages us to bear one another’s burdens. Lifting others up in prayer is a way 
to do that. The need for prayer and for people to pray grows daily! Please consider 
becoming a member of our Prayer Team. There are no meetings or phone calls to make. 
You will receive prayer requests via email and are asked to pray daily. No specific prayer, 
although suggestions are given in the email you receive. Simply ask God to guide you. Did 
you know you can pray any time and any place? How about while brushing your teeth or 
showering, during your kids’ practices or games, while waiting for appointments? All that 
is asked is that you pray daily. Please consider joining this vital ministry. For information, 
contact Laurie Rohrwasser. 
 
Committing to Worship 
We are encouraging each other all year long to commit/recommit to deeper engagement 
in worship. Perhaps you’ve drifted away from regular worship attendance. Come back and 
let God feed you in the Word and at the table of Holy Communion. Maybe while you’re 
here, you might be called to participate more fully in the liturgies we speak and sing 
together. Commit yourself/yourselves to deeper engagement in worship.  The more you 
engage God in worship, the deeper your relationship with Him grows.  
 
  

https://www.raiseright.com/enroll?enrollCode=FDCD7A8962586
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Extending Care for You 
Our pastors make visits and calls to people in need of pastoral care. If you would like 
pastoral care, please call the church office at (262) 542-2545. This is especially important if 
you are going through life-transitions, illness, or trauma. If you change your address or 
enter a care facility or rehab center, please update the church office. 
 
Online Giving 
To start giving electronically or make changes to your on-line giving, please log on to our 
website and click on “Online Giving” on the far right. You can also fill out the paper 
authorization form and return it to the church office. Paper authorization forms are 
available at the Welcome Center.  
 
Support the Food Pantry  
You can make monetary donations to the pantry through their website. Leaders of the 
pantry want us to know that canned fruits and veggies along with soups have been limited 
the last few months. When shopping for yourself, pick up some for our neighbors and 
drop them in the food pantry barrels as you leave the grocery store, or bring to church to 
drop in the cart by door. 
 
Help For the Hope Center  
There are many ways to help the Hope Center. Sorters are needed in the Clothing Shop, 
prep and serve breakfast and lunch, dates can vary. You can volunteer by contacting (262) 
549-8726. Check out their website for their weekly donation request list at 
https://hopecenterwi.org/donate-now/. Hope Center address is 101 W Broadway, 
Waukesha 53186. 
 
Epistle Online 
Are you still receiving a paper copy of The Epistle in the mail? Reading The Epistle online 
saves paper and postage, allows you to print only the pages you want, and includes live 
links. If you would like to receive our weekly Connections email and our monthly 
newsletter, The Epistle, by email please contact the church office at (262) 542-2545 or 
office@stlukeslutheran.org. 
 
Prayer Ministry 
How can our Prayer Team pray for you, a friend or loved one? We are ready to lift up 
prayers for you during the joys and trials of your life. If you or someone you know needs 
prayer for any reason, please contact Laurie Rohrwasser, 
lrohrwasser@stlukeslutheran.org Perhaps you know of someone who could use a note of 
encouragement or well wishes, please let her know.   
 

https://hopecenterwi.org/donate-now/
mailto:office@stlukeslutheran.org
mailto:lrohrwasser@stlukeslutheran.org


20 

This Week at St. Luke’s  
 
Sunday,  July 26, 2026 
9:30 a.m. Worship 
6:00 p.m. Men’s A.A 
Monday,  July 27, 2026 
8:00 a.m. Amigos 
9:00 a.m. Music Camp 
6:30 p.m. Al-Anon 
Tuesday,  July 28, 2026 
9:00 a.m. Music Camp 
7:00 p.m. Personnel Committee 
Wednesday, July 29, 2026 
9:00 a.m. Music Camp 
6:30 p.m. Generosity Team Meeting 

7:00 p.m. N.A. 
Thursday,  July 30, 2026 
9:00 a.m. Music Camp 
7:00 p.m. The Broad Highway A.A. 
Friday,  July 31, 2026 
9:00 a.m. Music Camp 
Saturday,  August 1, 2026 
5:00 p.m. Worship 
Sunday,  August 2, 2026 
9:30 a.m. Worship 
11:30 a.m. Executive Committee 
6:00 p.m. Men’s A.A. 

      
 

Serving this Weekend: 
  5:00 p.m. 9:30 a.m. 
Preaching:  Pastor Hooper Héctor Colón 
Presiding:  Pastor Hooper Pastor Jordan  
Music:  Michael Schaner Michael Schaner 
Assisting Minister:  Teresa Jahn Ben Shelley 
Lector:  Susan Klabunde Jim Kieso 
Bread Baker:  Ashley Bregantini Ashley Bregantini 
Acolyte:  Olivia Houle Nora Persells 
Communion Asst:   Jody Geibl Darius Outlaw 
Ushers:  Kathy Fontaine RJ Hildebran 
  Harold Bloch Ron Pederson 
   Mark & Susan Perry 
Altar Care:  Susan Klabunde Jay and Kathy Fontaine 
   Don and Candace Grossman 
Worship Tech:     Susan Klabunde 
   


