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Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Sunday, December 21, 2025, 8:15 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
Notes for Worship 

• Hymnals: ELW: cranberry ACS purple. 

• Individually wrapped gluten-free communion wafers are available upon request. 

• We invite children of all ages to be in worship with us. Children are welcome to use the 
Pray-Ground in front of the church on the piano side as a comfortable space to 
experience worship. If you feel your child(ren) are being too disruptive, you are 
welcome to move into the Chapel. 

 
GATHERING 

 
PRELUDE Two settings of O Come, O Come, Emmanuel Bill Wollaver, Mark Hayes 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
We light four candles for the four corners of the earth: 
Everything to the north, and the south, 
Everything to the east, and the west. 
We light four candles to say YES to the invitation 
to care for the earth and for all her good creation. 
 
GATHERING HYMN Come Now, O Prince of Peace ELW 247 
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, … and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all! 
 And also with you. 
 
INVOCATION O Holy One 
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KYRIE O Tender God 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Lord God, … Help us to see where our hopes and dreams fit with your plans for our lives, 
 Amen. 
 
MUSICAL OFFERING O Come, O Come Immanuel Natalie Sleeth 
    Men's Chorus 

 
WORD 

 
First Reading Isaiah 7:10-16 
10 The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11 “Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as 
Sheol or high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the 
test.” 13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary 
mortals that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. 
Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son and shall name him 
Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and 
choose the good. 16 For before the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, 
the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM  Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
The cantor will sing the refrain first, then all are invited to sing the refrain. Congregation 
sings the bolded verses, and the R is the refrain sung by all.  

 

 
 1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock; 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned up- | on the cherubim. 
 2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh, 
  stir up your strength and | come to help us. 
 3 Restore | us, O God; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
 4 O Lord | God of hosts, 
  how long will your anger fume when your | people pray? R 
 
 5 You have fed them with the | bread of tears; 
  you have given them bowls of | tears to drink. 
 6 You have made us the derision | of our neighbors, 
  and our enemies laugh | us to scorn. 
 7 Restore us, O | God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. 
 17 Let your hand be upon the one at | your right hand, 
  the one you have made so strong | for yourself. 
 18 And so will we never turn a- | way from you; 
  give us life, that we may call up- | on your name. 
 19 Restore us, O Lord | God of hosts; 
  let your face shine upon us, and we | shall be saved. R 
 
SECOND READING Romans 1:1-7 
1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of 
God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3 the 
gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4 and 
was declared to be Son of God with power according to the spirit of holiness by 
resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 5 through whom we have received grace 
and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among all the gentiles for the sake of 
his name, 6 including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
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  7 To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 
  Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Alleluia  

 
 
GOSPEL  Matthew 1:18-25 
The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant from 
the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her 
to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do 
this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through 
the prophet: 
 23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, 
  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of 
the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife 25 but had no marital relations with her 
until she had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON  Pastor Hooper 
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HYMN OF THE DAY The King Shall Come ELW 260 

 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
God of grace, 
 hear our prayer. 
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PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always! 
 And also with you! 
 

MEAL 
 

OFFERING As the Dark Awaits the Dawn setting, Anne Krentz Organ 
 

DECEMBER MISSION: St. Luke’s Endowment Fund: The Endowment Committee 
distributes money from the fund to local and global charities and provides scholarships to 
St. Luke’s members who are attending college or seminary.  
 

Two Options to Use Your Phone to Give 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
God of every good gift, … Grant us glad and generous hearts, ever and always, 
 Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE People of God 

 

 

 

1. Point your QR reader at the left QR graphic where you can  
login and track your giving. Or visit stlukeslutheran.org  
and click the Online Giving tab on the right side of the page. 
2. Point your QR reader at the right QR graphic to make an 
online one-time gift. Or visit omella.com/o/izfds. 
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ADVENT PREFACE 
It is indeed right… we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
 
SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy One 

 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
COMMUNION 

All who are baptized are welcome to receive Holy Communion, regardless of church 
affiliation. Receive our Lord in the bread and wine of this meal. Juice and individually 

wrapped, gluten-free wafers are available from the server by request. 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMNS O Come, O Come, Emmanuel ELW 257

 
 



12 

HYMN As the Dark Awaits the Dawn ELW 261 

 
 
TABLE BLESSING 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Christ Jesus, … to be forces for change in this world, as we find the YES within each of us,  
 Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
May God bless you with courage, … and that you are loved beyond measure. 
 Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN People, Look East ELW 248 

 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Keep awake. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE Toccata on "Veni Emmanuel" Adolphus Hailstork 
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Copyright: As the Dark Awaits the Dawn/LUCENT. Words and music: Susan Palo Cherwien, Carl Schalk © 1996, 1997 
Augsburg Fortress Publishers. BESANÇON – organ. Music: Wayne L. Wold © 2001 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Come Now, 
O Prince of Peace – OSOSO. Words and music: Geonyong Lee © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. O Come O Come Emmanuel. 
Words and music: Augsburg Fortress, Martin A. Seltz © 1997, 2006 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. O Come O Come 
Immanuel. Words and music: Natalie Sleeth © 1996 Choristers Guild. O Holy One. Words and music: Richard Bruxvoort-
Colligan © 2004 Worldmaking.net. The King Shall Come – harmonization. Music: Theodore A. Beck © 1969 Concordia 
Publishing House. Toccata on Veni Emmanuel. Music: Adolphus Hailstork © 1996 ECS Publishing. Streamed and reprinted 
with permission under OneLicense.net #A-727601. All rights reserved. 
Liturgies from sundaysandseasons.com License: SB127834 © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

Our Sympathy: For the family of Kathie Whettam 
For needs to be met: For peace among nations, for our country, for those impacted by 
natural disasters, teachers, students, and parents, first responders, for all who struggle 
with uncertainty, caregivers, Hope Center, Bishop Curry, Patsy H, April, Sarah E, James, 
Shane R, Karen R, Anthony Y, Jose G, David M, Debby B, Isabella, Steve, Karen R, Judy W, 
Pat H, Harold B, Joan B, Donna L, Sai R, Baby W, Joan B, Brad S, Kenzie D, John K, Tim M, 
Rusty B, Sway S, Dakota, Ian L, Dale R, Sally, Paul M, Linda M, Chris R, Mike M, Kathi,   
Joyce, Jan C, Annette E, Dan D, Kayla, Kevin, Dawn TW, Mary M, Dave, Jamie F, Pat H, 
Shelby H, Alexis M, Kim GM, Kristen, John F, Jan N, Annette W, Anna and Don F, Bunnie, 
Dave M, Chris B, Katie L, Chuck, Andy S, Kathy J, Michael B, Bob, Kathy, Barb C, Carey, 
Dave, Betty, Lisa S, Isabella, Connor W, Liz S, Terri I, Judy, Janet J, Mark, Lisa E, Dave S 
and Vi E. 
For our partner churches in the Meru Diocese in Tanzania: For the challenges they 
face. For God’s continued blessings on our partnership 
For those serving in the military: Gary Bjerke, Owen Hager, Jim Kieso Jr,  
Daniel Krueger, and Dmitriy Lando. 
 

NOTES FOR WORSHIP 
 

• Need to enter/leave the sanctuary while the service is underway? Please find times that 
are least distracting to others to do so. Appropriate times could be during a hymn, the 
peace, or the offering. Please try to avoid movement during divine moments of sacred 
action (when God has promised to be among us in special ways): in the 
reading/preaching of Scripture and in the Sacraments of Baptism and Holy 
Communion. And remember, there is a lot of grace for families and small children – 
their voices, wiggles, unexpected movements are part of the joy of living in community 
together. 

• Our 8:15 a.m. services are livestreamed to the web via Facebook and our website, where 
they are archived for later viewing. Leaders and active assistants/participants in the 
service appear in the livestream. It is also possible that you and/or your children may be 
seen in our livestream. 

http://sundaysandseasons.com/
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• Please wear a nametag, especially to welcome visitors. It’s another way we can be 
welcoming and help us to say hello to each other! 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Friendship Pads 
Please be sure to sign in on the friendship pads located in each pew. 
 
Ambo Flowers 
This weekend’s flowers are given by Dan Jorvig in memory of Carol Jorvig. 
 
Hospitality Thank You 
December Mt. Meru Coffee Hour is sponsored by the Art and Marilyn Olson in honor of 
the Mr. Meru Coffee Customers.  
 
Key Worship Dates and Times Coming Up 
As we head into the holiday season, we remind you to watch the worship calendar. The 
following are important dates and times to be aware of. There are a couple of dates 
coming up when our weekend schedule will be different than normal. 
· Christmas Eve: 3:00 p.m., 5:30 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. 
· Christmas Day: 9:15 a.m. 
· Saturday, December 27: No Worship at 5:00 p.m. 
· Sunday, December 28: One service at 9:15 a.m. 
· Pastor Hooper's Installation Service: Sunday, January 18, 9:15 a.m.  
 
Installation Service Scheduled 
Bishop Paul Erickson of the Greater Milwaukee Synod of the ELCA will install Pastor 
Maren Hooper as Associate Pastor of St. Luke’s, Sunday, January 18. To celebrate, the 
congregation will hold one service that weekend: Sunday, January 18 at 9:15 a.m. There will 
be no Saturday night service that weekend. A meal and time of hospitality will follow. 
 
2025 Tax and Giving Information 
Thank you for your contributions to St. Luke’s. Your gifts to God fund a variety of 
ministries that change lives. According to IRS regulations, all contributions for the 2025 
tax year must be in the church office by 12/31 (or mailed and postmarked by 12/31) to 
qualify as deductions for the 2025 tax year. Contributions for 2026 should be turned in 
starting in January. Please update us with all your current information so that your giving 
and tax statements are sent to the correct address.  
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Help Hadfield Children  
The Children at Hadfield need winter gear. There is a posterboard in the Welcome Center 
that has tags for the different sizes and items that are needed. Please take a tag and return 
the item in the Hadfield box in the Welcome Center. Here are the items that are needed. 
Boots    Snow Pants Snow Gloves 
Girls size 3.5/4 Both genders 8/10 Both genders all sizes 
Boys 9/10(adult) Both genders 14/16 
Girls size 13 
Girls size 3  Sweatpants 
Boys size 12 Boys 4/5 & 8/10 preferably with ties 
Boys size 5 
Girls size 1  Leggings 
Boys size 3 (x3) Girls 4/5 & 8/10 
  
Good Samaritan Fund Matching Fund Challenge 
Did you know that St. Luke's has a Good Samaritan Fund? This fund is used at the 
discretion of the pastors and provides emergency assistance to individuals and families in 
need. In these challenging times, we have seen a steady uptick in requests for help.  
A generous member has indicated they will match donations made to this fund, up to 
$1000. Special gifts towards this matching fund challenge will be accepted now through 
December 31st. When donating, please indicate on your check and/or envelope memo line 
"Good Samaritan Matching Fund."  
 
Tree of Remembrance 
The Tree of Remembrance is an important tradition at St. Luke’s and serves as a memorial 
to those in our lives that have died. It is a reminder that although Christmas is a 
celebratory time of the year, there are some for whom this season may include a sense of 
loss, grief, or sadness. The Tree of Remembrance is located in the Welcome Area and pays 
tribute to the memory of those we miss at this time of the year. You are invited to hang a 
cross ornament and share the name of the individual(s) you remember with fondness. 
 
Theology Uncorked 
Theology Uncooked will not be meeting in January. Our next meeting will be Tuesday, 
February 3, at 6:00 p.m. at 6:00 p.m. at Cantarito’s 408 E. Main St., Waukesha. Please 
come be part of this special group that gathers for uplifting spiritual conversation and 
good fellowship. This is a “come-as-you-can” group; no commitment required. Please join 
members of St. Luke’s and be part of the lively atmosphere. Consider bringing a neighbor 
or friend! 
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CLM Scrip Fundraiser 
We have some exciting news! Our St. Luke's Child Life Ministries Scrip 
Account through RaiseRight is active! What is Scrip? It's a place where you 
can purchase gift cards and CLM will get a portion of your purchase kicked 
back! Going shopping? Get a gift card to pay for your purchase and donate to 
CLM at the same time, it's that easy! You can order your gift card and have it 
instantly available to use, right from your phone. There are two easy ways to sign up, 
follow this link OR scan the QR code. Share with your friends and relatives by sending 
them a text or email! There's no cost or upcharge, just purchasing gift cards that helps 
CLM. https://www.raiseright.com/enroll?enrollCode=FDCD7A8962586 
 
Communication is Important 
Communicating when, where, what, why, and how is important. If there is something you 
would like communicated in the weekly bulletin, weekly Connections email, or the 
monthly Epistle newsletter, it’s as easy as writing the announcement and emailing it to 
office@stlukeslutheran.org or stopping by the office with your article by the deadlines. 
The deadlines for the bulletin and Connections are 12:00 p.m. the Tuesday before the 
Thursday or the weekend you would want the information in Connections or bulletin. The 
deadline for the monthly Epistle newsletter is the 15th of the month unless the 15th falls on 
a weekend or holiday; then, the deadline is the Friday before. If you have any questions, 
please reach out either by email or call the church office at (262) 542-2545. 
 
Extending Care for You 
Our pastors make visits and calls to people in need of pastoral care. If you would like 
pastoral care, please call the church office at (262) 542-2545. This is especially important if 
you are going through life-transitions, illness, or trauma. If you change your address or 
enter a care facility or rehab center, please update the church office.  
 
Flower and Coffee Hour Sponsorship 
We are very blessed to see so many participating in sponsoring Coffee Hour and Ambo 
Flowers to honor or celebrate a loved one or a special occasion! If you have signed up on 
the poster or the Coffee Hour board, please drop off your offerings to cover the 
sponsorship at the church office, offering plate, or via mail. Please include which 
sponsorship you are paying in the memo line, envelope detail, or a simple note. The cost 
of the sponsorships are as follows: Flowers: $50 per weekend, Coffee Hour: $30 for 2 
weekends or $55 for a month. If you have any questions, please contact Cindy in the 
church office. Many thanks! 
 
 
 

https://www.raiseright.com/enroll?enrollCode=FDCD7A8962586
mailto:office@stlukeslutheran.org
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Join Us for Search Bible Study  
Join PJ for Search Bible Study on Wednesdays at 1:00 p.m. Grow in faith and engage in 
great conversations.  
 
Are You Receiving Our Weekly Connections Email? 
Each week we send out an email called Connections. It includes announcements, links, 
information about worship schedules, community events, and so much more. If you are 
not receiving it, email the office (office@stlukeslutheran.org) to be added to the email list.  
 
2026 Monthly Coffee Hour Sponsorship  
The 2025 Monthly Coffee Hour Sponsorship is now available at Sign Up Central. The fee 
for the coffee hour is $30 for 2 weekends or $55 for the whole month. With the 
sponsorship, you receive the option to have displayed up to 12 pictures on the high tables 
in the narthex and Hospitality area. The picture(s) must be received in the office no later 
than the 15th of the month prior to your sponsorship month. If no pictures are received, a 
written acknowledgement of your sponsorship will be displayed. If you have any 
questions, please contact Sandy Hendrickson (262) 542-5940 or Tonia in the church office 
with questions.  
 
Online Giving    
To start giving electronically or make changes to your on-line giving, please log on to our 
website and click on “Online Giving” on the far right. You can also fill out the paper 
authorization form and return it to the church office. Paper authorization forms are 
available at the Welcome Center.  
 
Needle & Thimble  
Please join Needle and Thimble on Tuesdays at 8:30 a.m. They meet every week unless 
there is no school. Everyone is welcome. You don’t need to be able to sew. There are other 
things that can be done. Please call Marilyn Olson if you have questions, (262) 844-2519. 
 
Needle & Thimble Needs Your Fabric and Thread Start again 10/2025 
Needle and Thimble is our church sewing group that makes quilts for Lutheran World 
Relief. We rely on fabric and thread donations; our stash is getting low at this time. If you 
have fabric (please no little scraps) and / or thread, that you will not need, please consider 
donating to Needle and Thimble. We especially welcome gently used bedsheets. You may 
drop off these items anytime at the church office, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. For more information, please contact Gwen Kieso (262) 442-1749 or Marilyn Olson 
(262) 844-2519. 
 
 

mailto:office@stlukeslutheran.org
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Prayer Shawl, There is Still a Need 
Busy knitter and crocheters, please do not stop! The items you donate will still be blessed 
and packaged. Lap robes and prayer shawls are available in the display cabinet located in 
Veterans Hall. If you know someone who needs a hug from God, feel free to choose an 
appropriate one from the display. There is a clipboard to record the recipient’s name. 
Share the LOVE! Also, thank you for keeping our prayer patches full! Please feel free to 
take yarn from the shelves by the veteran hall. Please call Gloria for dimensions of what 
you make and with any questions at  
(262) 547-8096.  
 
The Gathering 
The Gathering is a group open to all. We will meet on the first Thursday of the month. 
Our next meeting will be Thursday, February 5, at 1:00 p.m. in the hospitality area. Come 
share your hobbies, interests and talents, or just listen. Get to know your fellow church 
members and even make new friends. If you would like to participate and this day and 
time doesn’t work for you let us know by calling Gloria Brechlin (262) 547-8096. 
 
Prayer Ministry 
How can our Prayer Team pray for you, a friend or loved one? We are ready to lift up 
prayers for you during the joys and trials of your life. If you or someone you know needs 
prayer for any reason, please contact Laurie Rohrwasser, 
lrohrwasser@stlukeslutheran.org Perhaps you know of someone who could use a note of 
encouragement or well wishes, please let her know.  
 
Prayer Team 
Scripture encourages us to bear one another’s burdens. Lifting others up in prayer is a way 
to do that. The need for prayer and for people to pray grows daily! Please consider 
becoming a member of our Prayer Team. There are no meetings or phone calls to make. 
You will receive prayer requests via email and are asked to pray daily. No specific prayer, 
although suggestions are given in the email you receive. Simply ask God to guide you. Did 
you know you can pray any time and any place? How about while brushing your teeth or 
showering, during your kids’ practices or games, while waiting for appointments? All that 
is asked is that you pray daily. Please consider joining this vital ministry. For information, 
contact Laurie Rohrwasser. 
 
Extending Care for You 
Our pastors make visits and calls to people in need of pastoral care. If you would like 
pastoral care, please call the church office at (262) 542-2545. This is especially important if 
you are going through life-transitions, illness, or trauma. If you change your address or 
enter a care facility or rehab center, please update the church office. 

mailto:lrohrwasser@stlukeslutheran.org
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This Week at St Luke’s 
Sunday,  December 21, 2025 
8:15 & 10:30 a.m. Worship 
9:30 a.m. Mt. Meru Coffee 
6:00 p.m. Men’s A.A. 
Monday,  December 22, 2025 
8:00 a.m. Amigos 
6:30 p.m. Al-Anon 
Wednesday, December 24, 2025 
3:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Family Service 
5:30 p.m. Holy Communion &  
   Candle Service  
7:00 p.m. N.A. 
10:30 p.m. Festival Communion & 

Candle Service 

Thursday,  December 25, 2025 
9:15 a.m. Christmas Day Service 
Friday,  December 26, 2025 
Office Closed 
Saturday,  December 27, 2025 
No Service 
Sunday,  December 28, 2025 
9:15 a.m.  Worship 
6:00 p.m. Men’s A.A. 

 
 
 

 
Serving this Weekend: 

 5:00 8:15 10:30 
Presiding: Pastor Hooper Pastor Jordan Pastor Jordan 
Preaching: Pastor Hooper Pastor Hooper Pastor Hooper 
Music: Michael Schaner Michael Schaner Michael Schaner 
Cantor: Linda Robers 
Assisting Minister: Darius Outlaw Ben Shelley Dan Jorvig 
Lector: Ralph Klass Patti Walkowicz Jim Kieso 
Bread Baker: John Christiansen John Christiansen John Christiansen 
Acolyte: Matthew Kaminski Nora Persells  
Communion Asst: Jody Geibl Robbin Krueger Laura Cameron 
Altar Care: Susan Klabunde Ashley Bregantini Laura Cameron 
Ushers: Harold Bloch Mark Bjerke Kirstin Steffens 
 Kathy Fontaine Mark Bloede Ron Wilgrubs 
  Kenneth Mike Holland  Steve Wiley 
  Bob Kabitzke Janet Steinquist 
  Paul Pilon 
  Dennis & Diane Voit  
Worship Tech:   Susan Klabunde 

 


