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Sunday, December 28, 2025, 9:15 a.m. 
First Sunday of Christmas 

 

Notes for Worship 

• Hymnals: ELW – cranberry; ACS – purple. 

• Individually wrapped gluten-free communion wafers are available upon request. 

• We invite children of all ages to be in worship with us. Children are welcome to use 
the Pray-Ground in front of the church on the piano side as a comfortable space to 
experience worship. If you feel your child(ren) are being too disruptive, you are 
welcome to move into the Chapel. 

 

GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE 
 

OPENING DIALOGUE 
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 

The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome it. 

Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, 
on them light has shined. 

We have beheld Christ’s glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father. 

To us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 
In the Word was life, 
and the life was the light of all people. 

 

GATHERING HYMN Once in Royal David’s City ELW 269 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, … lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 
LESSON God Promises a King Isaiah 9:2-7 
 2 The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3 You have multiplied exultation; 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you 
  as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4 For the yoke of their burden 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
 5 For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
  and all the garments rolled in blood 
  shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 
 6 For a child has been born for us, 
  a son given to us; 
 authority rests upon his shoulders, 
  and he is named 
 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 7 Great will be his authority, and there shall be endless peace 
 for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
  He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness 
  from this time onward and forevermore. 
 The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 



4 

HYMN Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming ELW 272 

 
 

LESSON The King Will Come From Bethlehem Micah 5:2-5a 
 2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, 
  who are one of the little clans of Judah, 
 from you shall come forth for me 
  one who is to rule in Israel, 
 whose origin is from of old, 
  from ancient days. 
 3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time 
  when she who is in labor has brought forth; 
 then the rest of his kindred shall return 
  to the people of Israel. 
 4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, 
  in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
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 And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great 
  to the ends of the earth, 
 5 and he shall be the one of peace. 
 
  If the Assyrians come into our land 
  and tread upon our soil, 
 we will raise against them seven shepherds 
  and eight rulers. 
 
HYMN O Little Town of Bethlehem ELW 279 
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LESSON The Annunciation to Mary Luke 1:26-35, 38 
26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 
The virgin's name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The 
Lord is with you." 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of 
greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 
favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the 
Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over the house 
of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." 34Mary said to the angel, "How 
can this be, since I am a virgin?" 35The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon 
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born 
will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 38Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the 
Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then the angel departed from her.  
 

HYMN The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came ELW 265 

 



7 

 
 
LESSON The Birth of Jesus Luke 2:1-7 
  1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no place in the guest 
room. 
 
HYMN Infant Holy, Infant Lowly ELW 276 
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LESSON The Shepherds go to see the Savior Luke 2:8-16 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for 
see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day 
in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you 
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there 
was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 
 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 
15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
"Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 
made known to us." 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 
lying in the manger.  
 
HYMN Angels, From the Realms of Glory ELW 275 

 

 

 
 
LESSON Jesus Receives his name Luke 2:21-36   
21 When the eighth day came, it was time to circumcise the child, and he was called Jesus, 
the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
  22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they 
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of the 
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Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), 24 and they offered a 
sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two 
young pigeons.” 
  25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous 
and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on 
him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before 
he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple, and 
when the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what was customary under the 
law, 28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
 29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, according to your word, 
 30 for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
  31 which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
 32 a light for revelation to the gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” 
  33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about 
him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for 
the falling and the rising of many in Israel and to be a sign that will be opposed 35 so that 
the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul, too.” 
  36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 
was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, 
 
HYMN O Lord, Now Let Your Servant ELW 313 
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LESSON The Magi Follow the Star Matthew 2:1-11 
1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the 
East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? 
For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." 3When King 
Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling together all 
the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to 
be born. 5They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
 6'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
 for from you shall come a ruler 
 who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 
7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when 
the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently 
for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay 
him homage." 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, 
went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the 
child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with 
joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt 
down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of 
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
 
HYMN What Child is This ELW 296 

 

 

 



11 

 
 
LESSON The Slaughter of the Holy Innocents Matthew 2:13-18 
  13 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 
“Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, 
for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14 Then Joseph got up, took the 
child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt 15 and remained there until the death of 
Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of 
Egypt I have called my son.” 
  16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he was infuriated, and he sent 
and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, 
according to the time that he had learned from the magi. 17 Then what had been spoken 
through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 
 18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, 
 Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 
 
HYMN Your Little Ones, Dear Lord ELW 286 
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LESSON The Mystery of the Incarnation John 1:1-14 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He 
was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him 
not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was 
the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not 
overcome it. 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify 
to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he 
came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into 
the world. 
10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 
know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to 
all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of 
God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of 
God. 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as 
of a father's only son, full of grace and truth. 
 
HYMN Of the Father’s Love Begotten ELW 295 
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Responsive Prayer 
Glory to God in the highest, 
 and peace to God’s people on earth. 
Blessed are you, Prince of peace. 
You rule the earth with truth and justice. 
 Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world. 
Blessed are you, Son of Mary. 
You share our humanity. 
 Have mercy on the sick, the dying, 
 and all who suffer this day. 
Blessed are you, Son of God. 
You dwell among us as the Word made flesh. 

Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament 
that we may bear your light to all the world. 
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PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always!  
 And also with you!  
 

MEAL 
 

OFFERTORY 
 
DECEMBER MISSION: St. Luke’s Endowment Fund: The Endowment Committee 
distributes money from the fund to local and global charities and provides scholarships to 
St. Luke’s members who are attending college or seminary.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

Point your QR reader at the left QR graphic where you can  
login and track your giving. Or visit stlukeslutheran.org  
and click the Online Giving tab on the right side of the page. 
2.Point your QR reader at the right QR graphic to make an 
online one-time gift. Or visit mella.com/o/izfds. 
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 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
COMMUNION 

All who are baptized are welcome to receive Holy Communion, regardless of church 
affiliation. Receive our Lord in the bread and wine of this meal. Juice and individually 

wrapped, gluten-free wafers are available from the server by request. 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN In the Bleak Midwinter ELW 294 
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HYMN Away in a Manger ELW 277 

 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Christ Jesus, … to be forces for change in this world, as we find the YES within each of us,  
 Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 

BLESSING 
Let us bless the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, … and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN Hark! The Herald Angels Sing ELW 270 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
DISMISSAL 
Glory to God in the highest! 
 And peace to God’s people on earth! 
Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
Copyright: O Lord Now Let Your Servant. Words: Ernest E. Ryden © 1925 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. O Lord Now Let Your 
Servant/KUORTANE – harmonization. Music: Evangelical Lutheran Worship © 2006 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. The 
Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came. Music: C. Edgar Pattman © 1955, 1983 Hal Leonard Corporation. Streamed and reprinted 
with permission under OneLicense.net #A-727601. All rights reserved. 
Liturgies from sundaysandseasons.com License: SB127834 © 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

  

http://sundaysandseasons.com/
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IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

Our Sympathy: For the family of Kathie Whettam. 
For needs to be met: For peace among nations, for our country, for those impacted by 
natural disasters, teachers, students, and parents, first responders, for all who struggle 
with uncertainty, caregivers, Hope Center, Bishop Curry, Patsy H, April, Sarah E, James, 
Shane R, Karen R, Anthony Y, Jose G, David M, Debby B, Isabella, Steve, Karen R, Judy W, 
Pat H, Harold B, Joan B, Donna L, Sai R, Baby W, Joan B, Brad S, Kenzie D, John K, Tim M, 
Rusty B, Sway S, Dakota, Ian L, Dale R, Sally, Paul M, Linda M, Chris R, Mike M, Kathi,  
Joyce, Jan C, Annette E, Dan D, Kayla, Kevin, Dawn TW, Mary M, Dave, Jamie F, Pat H, 
Shelby H, Alexis M, Kim GM, Kristen, John F, Jan N, Annette W, Anna and Don F, Bunnie, 
Dave M, Chris B, Katie L, Chuck, Andy S, Kathy J, Michael B, Bob, Kathy, Barb C, Carey, 
Dave, Betty, Lisa S, Isabella, Connor W, Liz S, Terri I, Judy, Janet J, Mark, Lisa E, Dave S 
and Vi E. 
For our partner churches in the Meru Diocese in Tanzania: For the challenges they 
face. For God’s continued blessings on our partnership 
For those serving in the military: Gary Bjerke, Owen Hager, Jim Kieso Jr,  
Daniel Krueger, and Dmitriy Lando. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Friendship Pads 
Please be sure to sign in on the friendship pads located in each pew. 
 
Hospitality Thank You 
The December Coffee Hour is sponsored by Art and Marilyn Olson in honor of all the  
Mt. Meru Coffee Customers. 
 
50+ Anniversary 
We give thanks for Ed and Arlene Raether. They will be celebrating their 68th wedding 
anniversary on December 28! 
 
2025 Tax and Giving Information 
Thank you for your contributions to St. Luke’s. Your gifts to God fund a variety of 
ministries that change lives. According to IRS regulations, all contributions for the 2025 
tax year must be in the church office by 12/31 (or mailed and postmarked by 12/31) to 
qualify as deductions for the 2025 tax year. Contributions for 2026 should be turned in 
starting in January. Please update us with all your current information so that your giving 
and tax statements are sent to the correct address.  
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Installation Service Scheduled 
Bishop Paul Erickson of the Greater Milwaukee Synod of the ELCA will install Pastor 
Maren Hooper as Associate Pastor of St. Luke’s, Sunday, January 18. To celebrate, the 
congregation will hold one service that weekend: Sunday, January 18 at 9:15 a.m. There will 
be no Saturday night service that weekend. A meal and time of hospitality will follow. 
 
Theology Uncorked 
Theology Uncooked will not meet in January. Our next meeting will be Tuesday, February 
3, at 6:00 p.m. at Cantarito’s 408 E. Main St., Waukesha. Please come be part of this 
special group that gathers for uplifting spiritual conversation and good fellowship. This is 
a “come-as-you-can” group; no commitment required. Please join members of St. Luke’s 
and be part of the lively atmosphere. Consider bringing a neighbor or friend! 
 
Good Samaritan Fund Matching Fund Challenge 
Did you know that St. Luke's has a Good Samaritan Fund? This fund is used at the 
discretion of the pastors and provides emergency assistance to individuals and families in 
need. In these challenging times, we have seen a steady uptick in requests for help.  
A generous member has indicated they will match donations made to this fund, up to 
$1000. Special gifts towards this matching fund challenge will be accepted now through 
December 31. When donating, please indicate on your check and/or envelope memo line 
"Good Samaritan Matching Fund."  
 
Poinsettia and Christmas Decorations 
The Worship Committee was again overjoyed at the abundant gifts given for our 
Christmas decor of poinsettia plants, wreaths, and trees. Poinsettias were delivered to our 
homebound members, and we received their heartfelt thanks. Poinsettias in the church 
will be available to take home, especially for those of you who contributed. Please feel free 
to pick them up any time after the December 28 services. Again, our thanks for your 
generosity in making our worship space so beautiful and that memorialized so many of 
our loved ones. 
 
Join Us for Search Bible Study  
Join PJ for Search Bible Study on Wednesdays at 1:00 p.m. Grow in faith and engage in 
great conversations.  
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This Week at St Luke’s 
 
Sunday, December 28 
9:150 a.m. Worship 
6:00 p.m. Men’s A.A. 
 
Monday, December 29 
8:00 a.m.  Amigos 
6:30 p.m. Al-Anon 
 
Wednesday, December 31 
7:00 p.m. N.A. 
 
Thursday, January 1 
Church Office Closed 
7:00 p.m. The Broad Highway A.A.  
 

Friday, January 2 
Church Office Closed 
 
Saturday, January 3 
5:00 p.m. Worship 
 
Sunday, January 4 
8:15 & 10:30 a.m. Worship 
11:30 a.m.  Executive Committee 
6:00 p.m. Men’s AA 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Serving Today   
Preaching:    Pastor Jordan 
Presiding:    Pastor Jordan 
Music:     Jan Janzow 
Assistant Minister:  Susan Klabunde 
Acolyte:    DevinReigh Endries 
Lector:     Robbin Krueger 
Communion Asstant:  Tracy Craft 
Worship Tech:   Eli Larson 
Bread Baker:   John Christiansen 
Ushers:     RJ Hildebran 
      Wendy Bacon 
      Harold Bloch 
      Ron Pederson 
       


