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Second Sunday of Easter 
Ignite Worship Service 

Sunday, April 27, 2025, 10:30 a.m. 
 
Notes for Worship 

• Hymnals: ELW: cranberry ACS purple. 

• Individually wrapped gluten-free communion wafers are available upon request. 

• We invite children of all ages to be in worship with us. Children are welcome to use the 
Pray-Ground in front of the church on the piano side as a comfortable space to 
experience worship. If you feel your child(ren) are being too disruptive, you are 
welcome to move into the Chapel. 

 
GATHERING 

 
PRELUDE  Now the Green Blade Rises setting, Aaron David Miller 
 
THANKSGVING FOR BAPTISM 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
 Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia! 

In the name of ☩ the One who was, who is, and who is to come. 
 Amen. 
Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live the baptized life, let us 
give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 
Holy God, … empower us to be witnesses in your name. Baptized into you, O Living One, 
 make us one as you are one. 
 
We give you thanks … cross barriers of our own making. Baptized into you, O Living One, 
 make us one as you are one. 
 
We give you thanks … rejoicing in the Spirit’s power. Baptized into you, O Living One, 
 make us one as you are one. 
 
Grant us grace, love, and life, … ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One. 
 Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN  Lord, I Lift Your Name on High ELW 857 

Lord, I lift your name on high; Lord, I love to sing your praises. 
I'm so glad you're in my life, I'm so glad you came to save us. 
 
You came from heaven to earth to show the way, 
From the earth to the cross, my debt to pay, 
From the cross to the grave, from the grave to the sky; 
Lord, I lift your name on high. 
 
APOSTOLIC GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, … and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with all! 
 And also with you. 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God of life, … lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen. 
 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING  Acts 5:27-32 
27 When they had brought the apostles, they had them stand before the council. The high 
priest questioned them, 28 saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet 
here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this 
man’s blood on us.” 29 But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather 
than any human authority. 30 The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had 
killed by hanging him on a tree. 31 God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior 
that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are witnesses to 
these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM   Psalm 118:14-29 

Read responsively by verse. 
 14 The Lord is my strength and my song, 
  and has become my salvation. 
 15 Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 
  “The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly! 



4 

 16 The right hand of the Lord is exalted! 
  The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly!” 
 17 I shall not die, but live, 
  and declare the works of the Lord.  
18 The Lord indeed punished me sorely, 
  but did not hand me over to death. 
 19 Open for me the gates of righteousness; 
  I will enter them and give thanks to the Lord. 
 20 “This is the gate of the Lord; 
  here the righteous may enter.” 
 21 I give thanks to you, for you have answered me 
  and you have become my salvation.  
 22 The stone that the builders rejected 
  has become the chief cornerstone. 
 23 By the Lord has this been done; 
  it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 24 This is the day that the Lord has made; 
  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 25 Hosanna! O Lord, save us! 
  We pray to you, Lord, prosper our days!  
 26 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord; 
  we bless you from the house of the Lord. 
 27 The Lord is God and has given us light. 
  Form a procession with branches up to the corners of the altar. 
 28 You are my God, and I will thank you; 
  you are my God, and I will exalt you. 
 29 Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; 
  God’s mercy endures forever.  
 
SECOND READING  Revelation 1:4-8 
4 John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 
  Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from 
the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, 
the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 
  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6 and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 7 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
  every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
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  and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
  8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is 
to come, the Almighty. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
CHILDREN’S LESSON 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Allelu Ray Repp 
Refrain 

Allelu allelu 
Ev'rybody sing allelu 
For the Lord has risen it is true 
Ev'rybody sing allelu 

 
God said He would send His Son 
Allelu allelu 
And salvation would be won 
Alleluia 

 
GOSPEL   John 20:19-31 
The holy gospel according to John. 
 Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and 
his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, 
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of 
any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
 
  24 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 
Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 
them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of 
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
  26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
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you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your 
hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord 
and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed 
are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
 
  30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written 
in this book. 31 But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON   Pastor Hooper 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY Canticle of the Turning ELW 723 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Hear us, O God. 
 Your mercy is great 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always! 
 And also with you! 
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MEAL 
 
OFFERING Shout to The Lord Darlene Zschech 
  
April Mission: Tanzania Partnership: We give thanks for our Tanzania partnership and 
offer our gifts to support five congregations that are arranged into two parishes: 
Kilimamoja and Mararoni. We support them through prayer, learning, relationship 
building and financial assistance 
 
Two Options to Use Your Phone to Give 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
Risen One, … enliven us with this meal, that we may live as your risen body in the world. 
 Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

 

1. Point your QR reader at the left QR graphic where you can  
login and track your giving. Or visit stlukeslutheran.org  
and click the Online Giving tab on the right side of the page. 
2. Point your QR reader at the right QR graphic to make an 
online one-time gift. Or visit omella.com/o/izfds. 
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as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
COMMUNION 

All who are baptized are welcome to receive Holy Communion, regardless of church 
affiliation. Receive our Lord in the bread and wine of this meal. Juice and individually 

wrapped, gluten-free wafers are available from the server by request. 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS  Come Let Us Eat ELW 491 
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TABLE BLESSING 
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Living One, … of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and weary world. 
 Amen. 
 

SENDING 
 
BLESSING 
The triune God, … and Spirit, light your way with resurrection dawn, now and always. 
 Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN Open Your Ears O Faithful People ELW 519
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
 Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE God of All  Music: Oasis, Word: Jim Durnil
  
Copyright: Canticle of the Turning. Words and music: Rory Cooney © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc. Come Let Us Eat. Words: 
Gilbert E. Doan, Marjorie Jillson © 1978 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Come Let Us Eat/A VA DE. Music: Billema Kwillia © 
1972 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Open Your Ears, O Faithful People. Words: Willard Jabusch © 1966, 1982 Oregon Catholic 
Press. YISRAEL VORAITA – harmonization. Music: Augsburg Fortress © 1995, 2006 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Streamed 
with permission under OneLicense.net #A-727601. All rights reserved. Liturgies from sundaysandseasons.com License: 
SB127834 © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Allelu. By Ray Repp 
CCLI Song #9110 
© 1966 Ray Repp Music 
Lord I Lift Your Name On High. By Rick Founds. 
CCLI Song #117947 
© 1989 Universal Music – Brentwood Benson Publishing. 
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License #165281 
 

 
IN OUR PRAYERS 

 
Our Sympathy: For the families of James Krueger, and Geralda Schaefer. 
 
For needs to be met: For peace among nations, for our country, for those impacted by 
natural disasters, teachers, students, & parents, first responders, for all who struggle with 
uncertainty, caregivers, Hope Center, Barb C, Carey, Karen S, Ron S, Dave, Joan W, Pete, 
Sunny, Betty, Brayden, Darlene, Dale R, Chris J, Pat S, Sue C, Lisa S, Isabella, Connor W, 
Katie L, Liz S, Terri I, Ben M, Chris B, Steve S, Judy, Don F, Kathy DW, Carol, Debbie C, 
Janet J, Shane R, Chris R, Karen R, Linda M, AmandaLee B, Eldon, Laura B, Alex, Jan C,  
Liz S, Brady, Jon, Lisa E, Chris B, Sarah, Dave S, Brian T, Anna F, Brian B, Olivia G, Vi E, 
Kenzie D, and Mark. 
 
For our partner churches in the Meru Diocese in Tanzania: For the challenges they 
face. For God’s continued blessings on our partnership. 
 
For those serving in the military: Gary Bjerke, Jim Kieso Jr, Daniel Krueger,  
Dmitriy Lando, Richard Massey, and Brandon Stach. 

http://sundaysandseasons.com/
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Friendship Pads 
Please be sure to sign in on the friendship pads located in each pew. 
 
Hospitality Thank You 
The April Coffee Hour is sponsored by Cari Thompson in honor of Lenten Mentors and 
DT Youth.  
 
Easter Lilies and Decorations 
The Worship Committee was overjoyed at the abundant gifts given for our palm trees and 
Easter lilies. Easter plants were also delivered to our homebound members, and we 
received their heartfelt thanks. After worship services on April 27, lilies in the church will 
be available to take home, especially for those members who contributed. Again, our 
thanks for your generosity in making our worship space so beautiful that also honored and 
memorialized so many of our loved ones. 
 
Penny War Results 
The Penny War results are in, and the winners are ... the High School Youth Group. Join 
us this Sunday, April 27, in between services to see our awesome youth get their just 
desserts. We will be auctioning off the opportunity to pie one of our youths. Through your 
generous support, we raised over $1000! The side challenge was met, so someone will be 
getting a pie! The final results are still pending confirmation and will be announced in 
services this weekend. Will it be Ron Pederson, Pastor Jordan or both to get the pie in 
addition to our youth? Currently, Cari is safe from a pie this year, but you never know! 
Stranger things have happened! Thank you for your very generous support of the youth 
and our hijinks! 
 
Prayer Vigil Presented by SOPHIA 
SOPHIA Religious Leaders are sponsoring a prayer vigil, Tuesday, April 29 from 6:30 to 
7:30 p.m., all are welcome, here at St. Luke’s Lutheran Church. Prayers will be lifted up for 
refugees, immigrants, LGBTQIA+, persons with disabilities, federal employees and others. 
There will also be songs, readings, silence meditation and closing with candles.  
 
PJ headed to Tanzania May 1 
May 1, PJ will be traveling to visit our partners in Tanzania. This trip is a rescheduled visit. 
In January, when PJ was scheduled to travel, he became sick with Covid and was not able 
to make the trip. While in Tanzania, PJ will visit the five churches of our two partnership 
parishes: Kilimamoja and Mararoni. He will be shadowing the pastors of the church and 
learn more about life and ministry in the congregations with whom we partner.  



13 

Come Meet the MET! 
The objective of the MET (Mission Exploration Team) is a series of steps that all 
congregations in our Synod complete whenever there is a pastoral vacancy. Our MET has 
been hard at work the past three months carefully considering questions that we need to 
ask, information we need to share, and knowledge we need to gain as St. Luke’s considers 
the shape of our future ministry. The MET helps congregations state goals for the future, 
think about proper staffing levels to meet these goals, and more. By now you have seen 
some of the MET’s work in the surveys found in worship bulletins, Child Life Ministry 
parent announcements, e-mails, and Facebook posts. 
To be certain the Team is fully engaged with people involved in St. Luke’s various 
ministries, they will be holding short listening sessions at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday, April 27; 
Sunday, May 4; after worship on Saturday, May 10; and with CLM parents during the 
weeks of April 28 and May 5. These will be one-on-one opportunities to express your 
thoughts about our church’s ministry activities, pastoral needs, programs, and more. 
Please come and spend a few minutes with a Team member. 
 
You're Invited: SOPHIA Community Breakfast on May 3, 2025 
Join us in putting our faith into action at the SOPHIA Community Breakfast on Saturday, 
May 3, from 8:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at La Casa de Esperanza, 410 Arcadian Ave, Waukesha. 
The cost is $50 and includes breakfast. This inspiring morning brings together people of 
faith, justice-seekers, and local leaders committed to building a more compassionate and 
equitable Waukesha County. This year’s event will focus on the immigration crisis facing 
our community, with keynote speaker Darryl Morin, President of Forward Latino. Tickets 
can be purchased through the website, sophiawaukesha.org. This is a great opportunity to 
learn more about SOPHIA. Let’s show up, stand together, and support the work SOPHIA 
is doing to uplift our neighbors and our shared values. We hope to see you there! For 
questions about the event or SOPHIA? Contact Rachel Schwab at (414) 651-5553, or 
rachel.e.schwab@gmail.com.  
 
Let’s Talk Theology  
Come join Theology on Tap on Tuesday, May 6, at 7:00 p.m. at Point Burger Bar, 
W22N1400 Westwood Dr. Ste. A Waukesha. Theology on Tap is an excellent way to 
connect with other members of the church. Point Burger Bar provides an excellent space 
for fellowship, food, and spiritual growth through conversation and adult beverages. 
Contact Ron Pederson or Jim Kieso, mrkieso@gmail.com, with any questions. 
 
Are You Receiving Our Weekly Connections Email? 
Each week we send out an email called Connections. It includes announcements, links, 
information about worship schedules, community events, and so much more. If you are 
not receiving it, email the office (office@stlukeslutheran.org) to be added to the email list. 

https://www.sophiawaukesha.org/
mailto:rachel.e.schwab@gmail.com
mailto:mrkieso@gmail.com
mailto:office@stlukeslutheran.org
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New Life Rising Capital Campaign 
The three-year term of the campaign appeal will be completed about May 1, of this year 
with the objective of reducing or eliminating our mortgage debt over this period. The 
campaign continues to envision what is possible when we alleviate the nearly $100,000  
per-year spent on debt service, and we repurpose those funds into other important 
ministries! The campaign received pledges of about $880,000 from the congregation.  
We are blessed with such generosity and close to our target, but we currently stand with 
about $100,000 of pledges outstanding. The committee would like to thank our 
congregational members for their continued generosity to the New Life Rising campaign. 
We urge you to generously complete and exceed your pledge by May 1. Reminder you can 
send your IRA tax-deferred donation right to the church. As we work to remove our debt, 
there is New Life Rising at St. Luke’s with a vision to widen our community connections 
and our welcome to all who come. It’s a spiritual place where we gather for worship. It’s a 
place where we open our doors to those in need. It’s a place where we welcome our 
community. God is clearly present at St. Luke’s! 
 
New Member Session Scheduled  
All wishing to become members of the congregation are invited to attend a new members’ 
dinner on Tuesday, May 27, at 6:00 p.m. This session will be held in Hospitality. We will 
talk together about what membership at St. Luke’s means, get to know others who are 
becoming members, and prepare for the reception of members. New members will be 
received into the congregation during worship on Sunday June 1. If you have any questions 
or you would like to be a part of the session, contact Shari Higgins, Assistant for 
Engagement, by calling the church office (262)-542-2545 x113, or sending an email to 
shigs@stlukeslutheran.org.  
 
Needle & Thimble  
Please join Needle and Thimble on Tuesdays at 8:30 a.m. They meet every week unless 
there is no school. Everyone is welcome. You don’t need to be able to sew. There are other 
things that can be done. Please call Marilyn Olson if you have questions, (262) 844-2519. 
 
Prayer Shawl for Taking and Making 
The Prayer Shawl Team would like to inform you that lap robes and prayer shawls are 
available in the display cabinet located in Veterans Hall. If you know someone who needs 
a hug from God, feel free to choose an appropriate one from the display. There is a 
clipboard to record the recipient’s name. Share the LOVE! Also, thank you for keeping our 
prayer patches full! We would like diversity in the prayer patches, both with and without 
crosses. We are also in need of prayer shawls. You pick the design, color, and type of yarn. 
Feel free to take yarn from the shelves by the veteran hall. Please call Gloria for 
dimensions of what you make and with any questions at (262) 547-8096.  

mailto:shigs@stlukeslutheran.org


15 

Committing to Worship 
We are encouraging each other all year long to commit/recommit to deeper engagement 
in worship. Perhaps you’ve drifted away from regular worship attendance. Come back and 
let God feed you in the Word and at the table of Holy Communion. Maybe while you’re 
here, you might be called to participate more fully in the liturgies we speak and sing 
together. Commit yourself/yourselves to deeper engagement in worship. The more you 
engage God in worship, the deeper your relationship with Him grows.  
 
CLM Scrip Fundraiser  
We have some exciting news! Our St. Luke's Child Life Ministries Scrip Account through 
RaiseRight is now active! What is Scrip? It's a place where you can purchase gift cards and 
CLM will get a portion of your purchase kicked back! Going shopping? Get a gift card to 
pay for your purchase and donate to CLM at the same time, it's that easy! You can order 
your gift card and have it instantly available to use, right from your 
phone. There are two easy ways to sign up, follow this link OR scan the 
QR code. Share with your friends and relatives by sending them a text or 
email! There's no cost or upcharge, just purchasing gift cards that helps 
CLM. https://www.raiseright.com/enroll?enrollCode=FDCD7A8962586 
 
Online Giving 
To start giving electronically or make changes to your on-line giving, click on “Online 
Giving” on our website. You can also fill out the paper authorization form and return it to 
the church office. Paper authorization forms are available at the Welcome Center.  
 
Communication is Key 
Communicating when, where, what, why, and how is key. If there is something you would 
like communicated in the weekly bulletin, weekly Connections email, or the monthly 
Epistle newsletter, it’s as easy as writing up the announcement and emailing it to Tonia at 
office@stlukeslutheran.org or stopping by the office with your article by the deadlines. 
The deadlines for the bulletin and Connections is by 12:00 p.m. on the Tuesday before the 
Thursday or weekend you would want the information in Connections or the bulletin. The 
deadline for the monthly Epistle newsletter is the 15th of the month unless the 15th falls on 
a weekend or holiday; then, the deadline is the Friday before. If you have any questions, 
please reach out either by email or call Tonia (262) 542-2545. 
 
 

 
 
 

  

https://www.raiseright.com/enroll?enrollCode=FDCD7A8962586
mailto:office@stlukeslutheran.org
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This Week at St Luke’s 
Sunday, April 27, 2025 
8:15 & 10:30 a.m. Worship 
9:20 a.m. Sunday School 
9:30 a.m. Mt. Meru Coffee Sales 
9:30 a.m. Penny War Ceremony 
9:30 a.m.  Meet the MET 
6:00 p.m. Men’s A.A. 
Monday, April 28, 2025 
8:00 a.m. Amigos 
6:30 p.m. Al-Anon 
Tuesday, April 29, 2025 
8:30 a.m.  Needle & Thimble 
6:30 p.m. SOPHIA Pastor Jim Holmberg 
Wednesday, April 30, 2025 
9:30 a.m. Search Bible Study 
6:00 p.m. Discipleship Training 
6:00 p.m. Godsbells  

7:15 p.m. Voices of Faith 
7:00 p.m. N.A. 
7:00 p.m. Square Dancers 
Thursday, May 1, 2025 
9:30 a.m. Prayer Shawl 
6:30 p.m. Women Bible Study 
7:00 p.m. The Broad Highway A.A. 
Saturday, May 3, 2024 
5:00 p.m. Worship 
Sunday, May 4, 2025 
8:15 & 10:30 a.m. Worship 
9:20 a.m. Sunday School 
9:30 a.m. Men’s Chorus Rehearsals 
9:30 a.m. Meet the MET 
11:30 a.m. Executive Committee 
6:00 p.m. Men’s A.A. 

 
Serving this Weekend: 

 5:00 8:15 10:30 
Presiding: Pastor Hooper Pastor Jordan Pastor Jordan 
Preaching: Pastor Hooper Pastor Hooper Pastor Hooper 
Music: Deborah Vogt Michael Schaner Diverse Harvest 
Assisting Minister:  Steve Wiley Chris Jackson Dan Jorvig 
Lector: Eileen Kron Morgan Kreuser Jim Kieso 
Bread Baker: Jeanette Bjerke Jeanette Bjerke Jeanette Bjerke 
Acolyte: Eden Tonn Gavin Harris Finley Lopez 
Communion Asst:  Dawn Thompson-Weber Dan Jorvig Lori Chandler 
Ushers: Dan Jorvig Patti Walkowicz RJ Hildebran 
 Harold Bloch Jay & Kathy Fontaine Kathy Fontaine 
  Allen Fletcher Joyce Beauchene 
  Trudy Staffeldt Curt Steinquist 
Altar Care: Susan Klabunde Jay Fontaine Don Grossman 
  Kathy Fontaine Candy Grossman 
Worship Tech:  Eli Larson 
   

 


