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Dear Member of St. Luke’s, 

Whenever a congregation celebrates an anniversary, it celebrates God’s 

gracious provisions for His people in a particular place.  God has provided 

St. Luke’s with many gifts through the years. Ministry in the name of Jesus 

Christ continues to happen in Waukesha and beyond through this 

community of faith.  

In August 1921, 39 participants attended the first worship service of St. 

Luke’s Lutheran Church. What wondrous challenges, blessings, and grace 

have been brought to this congregation since those early days!  

For more than 100 years, God has been at work in a group of believers assembled by the Holy Spirit. Try to 

imagine the number of people who have celebrated in worship God’s love in Christ Jesus through this 

congregation. Try to quantify the impact the presence of Jesus has had on the many who have extended their 

hands to receive bread and wine, the body and blood of Christ. Try to remember all the sermons that have been 

preached, the funerals observed, the weddings celebrated. Many thousands of people have been and continue 

to be impacted by the robust ministries of the community God planted in this church. 

Celebrating 100 Years: Fed at God’s Table has been the theme of our anniversary celebration. This theme 

reminded us that God’s gracious offering of Christ to us has fed us through the years. The presence of Jesus 

among us strengthens us to do incredible ministry in the community.   

In 2021, we commemorated our centenary in many ways: by inviting past ministers and spiritual sons and 

daughters of the congregation to return to preach; by recalling stories of the congregation in our printed 

publications; by providing keepsake calendars for our homes; by selling wooden anniversary clocks and “spirit 

wear” to highlight our joy; by commissioning an anniversary choral arrangement of a hymn; by holding a 

Centenary Hymn Festival; by featuring Michael Schaner in recital; by opening our church for tours as part of 

Waukesha Unlocked; and by preparing a forthcoming pictorial directory. Though complications of COVID 19 

prevented us from gathering for a celebration meal, we still held a festival worship in August with Bishop 

Erickson in the pulpit. 

This publication, a written history of St. Luke’s, continues 

the celebration of our anniversary. It was written over the 

past few years as a testament to God’s ongoing work 

through this congregation. Its pages are filled with 

pictures and stories of excellent ministry. In it, you will 

encounter a vital community of disciples who continue to 

follow Christ into ministry.   

As you enjoy this book, let it be a reminder to you that 

God continues to feed us at God’s table so that we might 

step into the future as faithful followers of our Lord.  

In Christ,  

The Rev. Dr. Lindsay Paul Jordan 

Senior Pastor  
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St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

Celebrating 100 Years of Being Fed at God’s Table 
 
 

For 100 years, St. Luke’s Lutheran Church has been Fed at God’s Table and blessed by the grace of God 
and the presence of the Holy Spirit. Beginning with a small nucleus of faithful in 1921 moving forward 
to today, St. Luke’s members and leaders have built a solid foundation. Over the years, we have 
reaffirmed the commitment to remain a downtown church – from those first meetings in a room at the 
YMCA to the small red brick church to the current building on the corner of Carroll and Grand. 
 
Today, we celebrate 

who we are, people of God challenged to live and share our faith  
who we were, people with a rich history 
who we will be for the next 100 years, spurred to action in our community and in the world, 
honoring our mission and our core values 
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For the bread of God is that which comes down and gives life to the world… Jesus said “I am the 
bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be 

thirsty.”      John 6:33, 35 
 
 

This is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. I am the 
living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread 

that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.”  
John 6:50-52 

 
 

I am standing at the door, knocking: if you hear my voice and open the door, I will come in to 
you and eat with you, and you with me.”  

Revelations 3:20 
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The Church on the Corner of Carroll and Grand 

 
From its very early days, St. Luke’s Lutheran Church has been the church on the corner of Carroll and 
Grand, committed to being and remaining a downtown church. When the membership of St. Luke’s 
planned their first building, they engaged an architect, LeRoy Gaarder, a Wisconsin native who, in 
1920, had opened his own firm in Albert Lea, Minnesota. Mr. Gaarder had previously worked with at 
least two or three other congregations to design their houses of worship. Both he and the members 
wanted a unique building, different from others. Thus, the antique look and the Gothic style. The bricks 
came from the streets of Waukesha, particularly Grand Avenue. Members of the congregation 
purchased bricks for ten cents each to raise funds for the construction. Dedication of the new church 
home occurred in March 1927. The building, known affectionately as the “little Red Brick Church” met 
the needs of the congregation for 38 years.  
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With a growing membership, the congregation was pressured for more space. So, in 1953, an addition, 
the Parish House, was built (today, that space provides classrooms, a fellowship hall, and the 
hospitality area). Worship services increased to four every Sunday morning and more on church 
festivals. 
 
Finally, in 1966, the architectural firm of Cooley and Borre was 
engaged to build a new church in a contemporary style. The “little 
Red Brick Church” was razed, and the present-day structure 

erected. The footprint stayed on that same corner, but the main 
entrance no longer faced Grand Avenue. The tradition of the past 

was honored within the new structure’s chapel where 
furnishings, altar, pulpit, and lighting fixtures from the 
previous church were used. Our current chapel is 
where the altar of the red brick church rested.  
 
Above the new front entrance, now facing Carroll 
Street, are 38 stone carvings that symbolize the 
patriarchs, prophets, and Apostles. The east wall of 
the sanctuary has 22 panes of multi-faceted glass 
depicting the life of Christ which were designed and 
crafted by the owner of Conrad Schmitt Studios, 

Bernard Gruenke. Conrad Schmitt Studios, a Milwaukee stalwart for over 100 years, was well known 
for their artistry and craftsmanship. The total cost of the construction was less than $300,000. 
 
Renovations and modernization of the space occurred in 1989 and 2000. In 1989, as part of a $1M 
project, an elevator was installed, restrooms were enlarged, and two classrooms were added to the 
lower level.  From 2000-2004, the kitchen, lighting and sound systems were upgraded, and a projection 
system was introduced along with computer hardware and software improvements. Folding partitions 
were added in the Fellowship Hall.  
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In 2015, the congregation voted to renovate 
the 50-year-old sanctuary. Groth Design 
Group was engaged. Financing was 
arranged through the ELCA’s Mission 
Investment Fund. For eight months in 2016, 
members worshiped in the lower-level 
Fellowship Hall. Once again, the people of 
St. Luke’s respected their history while 
looking forward to the future. The original 
statue of John the Baptist became part of a 
new baptismal font at the entrance of the 
Sanctuary. The 22-foot cross was moved 
forward and hung from the center of the 
chancel. The stained-glass panes were 
untouched. The sound system and 
technology were improved. The altar was 
moved forward, closer to the congregation 
and the choir area moved to the front. Glass 
sliding doors were installed between the 
chapel and the Sanctuary. The hospitality 

area was opened and made more welcoming. Worship returned to the Sanctuary in December 2016 
and the new Sanctuary was dedicated on January 27, 2017. The new worship space has been 
recognized for its beauty and design by the Wisconsin Society of Interior Designers and the American 
Institute of Architects. 
 
And, here we are today, celebrating the past 100 years of solid foundations and community, thanking, 
and praising God for the many blessings on his people. We are ready to be the church on the corner of 
Carroll and Grand in downtown Waukesha for the next 100 years. 
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We Love to Tell the Stories: St. Luke’s Founders and Leaders 
 

The St. Luke’s faith community has been blessed greatly over the last 100 years with caring, loving 

members living out our mission of helping people make a life-changing connection with God through 

Jesus Christ. Multiple generations have been committed to connecting, growing, and serving. 

 
Prior to the first service of St. Luke’s on Sunday, August 31, 1921, several meetings were held to 

determine if a new church was needed in Waukesha. In 1921, a nucleus of people felt the need for a 

third Lutheran church in Waukesha; a United Lutheran Church of the Synod of the Northwest (now 

ELCA). Those attending the original meeting were: 

   
Mr. & Mrs. John Bronn (John was a shop supervisor at Waukesha Motors) 

  Mr. & Mrs. Erickson 
Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Ritter (Herbert was a foreman at Waukesha Motors) 

  Mr. & Mrs. William Steinman (William was a cashier at Waukesha Brew) 
  Mr. & Mrs. Ben Torrison (Ben was a foreman at Manitowoc Church Furniture) 
  Mr. & Mrs. Ben Zahnzinger (Ben was a mechanic at Spring City Auto) 
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 Partial list of the original 39 member families attending the first service of St. Luke’s on Sunday, August 
31, 1921: (Not all names are known.)  
  

Mr. & Mrs. Harry Bahr  

Mr. & Mrs. H.J. Conrader 

Mr. C.W. Frank  

Mr. & Mrs. George Krueger  

Mr. Herb Merten  

Mrs. G.A. Noetzel 

Mrs. John Socha (Pearl Bronn)  

Mrs. D.L. Trakel 

Mrs. Emerson Tans (Helen Steinman) 

 

  Mr. & Mrs. John Bronn 

Mr. & Mrs. William Duehring  

Mr. L.E. Frank  

Mr. Fred Lynch*  

Mr. Charles Lynch 

Mr. Charles Merten  

Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Ritter**  

Mr. & Mrs. William Steinman  

Mr. & Mrs. Ben Torrison  

 

* Kathy Pederson is the great granddaughter of original charter member, Mr. Fred Lynch. 

 

** Don Mueller is the grandson of Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Ritter, one of the first who sought the 

      establishment of a new Lutheran Church in Waukesha.  

 

After several meetings, the group moved forward 
with establishing a church. It was decided to hold 
services in the upstairs hall of the YMCA on South 
Street pictured left (now a municipal parking lot). 
Rent was $5.00 per Sunday. Reverend William C. 
Stump, a field missionary for the Synod of the 
Northwest, conducted services. Services were 
held at the YMCA from August 31, 1921-March 
27, 1927.  
 
The altar, cross, and lectern were built by Ben 

Torrison. Atonement Church in Racine provided 

hymnals and collection plates. The Bronns and 

the Ritters had worshipped at Atonement 

Church before moving from Racine to 

Waukesha. Mrs. John Socha was the first 

organist, Mr. William Sarah, the first choir 

director, and Mrs. Emerson Tans played the 

piano for the Sunday School. The first baptism, 

Allen Charles Duehring, occurred on September 

11, 1921. The first confirmands were celebrated on October 30. The men of the congregation 

canvassed the city of Waukesha to invite interested persons to become members of St. Luke’s.  
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In early 1922, the congregation was on its 

way and organized enough to call a pastor. 

Reverend Charles E. Fritz accepted the call 

and began his service on April 1, 1922. Under 

his leadership the congregation steadily grew 

and on November 28, 1922, purchased land 

on the corner of Grand and Carroll from Mrs. 

Emma Parsons. The decision to build on the 

site would be made in July 1925.  

 

The membership of St. Luke’s and the 
architect, Mr. LeRoy Gaarder, wanted a 
worship home different from others. To that 
end, the structure was completed in an 

antique style with old materials 
including paving bricks that had 
been removed from the streets of 
Waukesha. The Gothic building 
was dedicated in March 1927. 
 
During the years of the Great 

Depression, St. Luke’s faced 

precarious financial 

circumstances. Through the  

strength of the Holy Spirit, prayer 

and the hard work of dedicated 

leadership, indebtedness 

was refinanced and put on 

sound footing. St. Luke’s 

continued to make a mark 

on the community. 

Progress continued in all 

facets of congregational 

life as participation in 

Sunday School reached 

new heights.  

 

Growth continued through 

the 1930’s and into the 

1950’s. 
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Late in 1942, Pastor Cloninger arrived at St. Luke’s and began his 31 

years of service to the congregation.  Membership continued to 

increase, and plans were made to expand the physical footprint. Three 

properties were purchased to construct a Parish House (today’s 

Hospitality and Fellowship areas) to be attached to the Red Brick 

Church. The Parish House was dedicated in 1954 to provide for youth 

activities and Christian education.  

 

Members of the congregation 
provided support to Displaced 
Persons (refugees) following 
the end of World War II. Word 
of the generosity of St. Luke’s members spread in the immigrant community and made a difference to 
many. Grace Cloninger, wife of Pastor Glenn Cloninger shared her memories of that time with the 90th 
Anniversary Committee. (See her story later in this book.) 
  

St. Luke’s sponsored a refugee family from Latvia. Arvid and Erika Vilnin 
and their daughter, Raita, lived on the grandfather’s farm in Latvia when 
the Nazi army invaded in 1944. They experienced occupation from the 
Nazis and the Russians and lived in five different refugee camps before 
coming to Waukesha. St. Luke’s helped the family find a house and a job 
for Arvid. The Vilnins were the only family officially sponsored by St. 
Luke’s. Pastor Cloninger asked members to bring household items to 
help the Vilnins furnish their home. 
  
At this time, St. Luke’s had purchased three houses on Carroll Street 
behind the church in anticipation of the building of a new church. The 
congregation of St. Luke’s was so generous with the donation of 
furniture, appliances, and other household items that the garages of the 
three homes were soon filled. Word spread among other refugees that 
the people of St. Luke’s would help them get jobs, houses to rent, and 
help furnish their homes. In all, Mrs. Cloninger noted as many as 200 

refugees were helped by St. Luke’s members. 
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Margarete Huebner, a refugee from Germany, worked as St. Luke’s office 
secretary from 1951 to 1967. She had grown up in Nuremberg, Germany and 
attended business college there. During World War II, bombs had destroyed 
her home, her job was gone, and food was in short supply. She came to the 
United States in 1949 sponsored by a cousin living in Valders, Wisconsin. In 
1951, she was speaking to a Lutheran Women’s Circle in Chicago and learned 
of the need for a secretary at St. Luke’s in Waukesha. She applied and was 
hired. Margarete became a US citizen. After her retirement in 1967, she 
returned to Germany where her brother and other family members lived. 
During her time at St. Luke’s, she treasured the warmth and friendship of the 
congregation. A number of members were able to continue their friendship 
with visits to her home in Germany. 
 

As the membership of St. Luke’s exceeded 2,000, the number of worship services increased to three 

each Sunday and then to four: “Wait to enter. . . Come rain, come shine. . . . 8, 9, 10, 11.”  As many as 

seven services were held on Easter and Christmas. The Red Brick Church and the Parish House were 

bursting at the seams. Plans were launched and approved for the construction of a new church.   

  

In 1958, the first woman, Miss Susan Norman, RN, was elected to the Church 

Council. In 1960, she became the first woman to serve as Council President.  

  

Construction of a new church began in 1965. The gothic-styled red brick church 

had served as a worship home for 38 years. In August 1965, the Red Brick 

Church was dismantled. True to St. Luke’s attention to both tradition and the 

future, furnishings of the Red Brick Church were saved to be used in a chapel in 

the new structure.  

 

While the old building was razed and the new structure 

built, St. Luke’s worshiped at the Park Theater on the corner 

of Grand and Wisconsin. The Baptist Church provided space 

for some Sunday School 

classes, others were held 

in the Parish House.  
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1966 was truly memorable as the cornerstone was laid, the building was finished, and the people of St. 

Luke’s dedicated their new sanctuary on December 18. The new organ was dedicated in February. 

Prayers of thanksgiving for the glory of God and the faithfulness of his people filled the new church.  
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In 1975, the $880,000 mortgage was burned. 

 

In 1979, Pastor Genszler arrived to serve as Senior Pastor and the Echelbargers arrived to serve as 

assistant pastors. Pastor Christine Thomas-Echelbarger became the first woman pastor to serve St. 

Luke’s. She and her husband were the first married couple to serve as a pastoral team in the area.  

 

In 1981, St. Luke’s celebrated its 60th anniversary. Rev. & Mrs. Cloninger returned as honored guests 

along with Charter Members Helen Tans, Pearl Socha, and Lester Frank.  

 

In 1981 and 1982, Mrs. Genszler reached out to the community convincing leaders to provide one-to-

one tutoring for adults in Basic Education and English as a Second 

Language. Her efforts resulted in a non-profit agency, the Literacy 

Council of Greater Waukesha, now merged with Literacy Services. The 

Genszlers left in 1983, and Pastor Romberg was called to serve.   

 

In 1987, Pastor Romberg met with the pastors from six downtown 

churches to be in conversation about ways to better address the needs 

of low income and homeless individuals coming to churches seeking 

assistance. Thus began the Waukesha Council of Churches, where each 

congregation provided funds to help those in need. Under Pastor Ted’s 

leadership, the council evolved into a 501(c)3 non-profit, the Cooperating Churches of Greater 

Waukesha (CCGW). Today, the organization is known as 

the HOPE Center and is located on East Avenue in 

Waukesha. One of its early services, The Clothing Closet, 

was started by Laurie Rohrwasser and the Young Moms 

in St Luke’s lower level and resided there for two years. 

 

Pastor Ted Romberg served St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 

as senior pastor for 21 years from 1983-2004. Rev. Rod 

Resheske served with him from 1987-2004.   
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It was time for another remodeling effort to meet the needs of the congregation. Charles Slater, a local 

architect, was engaged. A new entrance was constructed, an elevator was installed, and renovations 

were made to the narthex with larger restrooms on the main floor and classrooms added downstairs. 

The $1,000,000 project was completed in 1990 and celebrated.   

 

The 1990’s were another significant era for St.  

Luke’s. A group of men, initially led by John Maile, Dick 

Sommers, and Bill Addie, began to meet regularly to 

plan and complete maintenance projects around the 

church. Calling themselves The Amigos, they were soon 

joined by others. Year after year, the numbers 

increased as did the value of their work to St. Luke’s. 

The Amigos continue to share their talents today and 

their efforts and work have saved the congregation 

thousands of dollars.  

  

Another group of three, Carolyn Huttner, Carol Lombardi, and Carol 

Redenz, worked together to meet what they saw as a significant need, 

faith-based childcare. From their idea and 

work, in 1996 Child Life Ministries would 

emerge, providing before- and after-school 

care, day care, pre-school and 4-year-old 

kindergarten. Today, their dream is a reality, 

and more than 100 working families rely on 

the services provided.  

 

Capping off the decade, in 1996, St. Luke’s 

celebrated its 75th anniversary. Helen Tans, 

the last surviving charter member was honored. Once again, St. Luke’s honored 

those who came before and who laid a strong foundation with the help of God. 

The present was celebrated, and all looked forward to the next 75 years. A 

Christmas card was designed for the 75th showing the beauty of our seasonal 

decorations.      

   

The first two decades of the new millennium were filled with activity. Another 

major building and equipment improvement project occurred: tuck pointing the 

exterior mortar, computer hardware and software upgrades, a projection 

system, lighting and sound upgrades, and a remodel of the kitchen facilities. A 

satellite ministry, St. Luke’s II, was started with countless volunteer hours and 

over 37,000 phone calls. The effort was ended in 2005, and the members 

merged with St. Luke’s. 
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After Pastor Romberg’s retirement in 

2004, a Mission Exploration Team 

(MET) was formed to develop a 

comprehensive future plan. The 

Church Council, the Mission 

Exploration Team, and the Call 

Committee worked to implement a 

plan and call new pastors. In 2005, 

Pastor Boadwine and Pastor Liedtke 

were presented to the congregation 

and approved as a pastoral team.  

Pastor Karen Pahl joined them as a 

Co-Pastor 2013-2015. 

 

In 2008, a partnership was formed with Saratoga 

Elementary School.  When Saratoga closed, our 

partnership transferred to Whittier Elementary.  Don 

French coordinated a program offered by the Salvation 

Army where backpacks of food were delivered each 

weekend to families.  During the pandemic, Blessings in a 

Backpack provided food 

for the weekend for the 

children. The signed 

partnership covenant 

with Whittier will go with 

the Whittier staff and 

students as they move to 

Hadfield. 
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St. Luke’s celebrated 90 years in 2011. Once again, the faith community reflected on history, tradition, 

the events, and the people who marked the years. We thanked God for his love and His presence in 

sustaining us. We asked to be inspired to action, to meet the challenge to live out our faith in our 

congregation, in our community, and in the world. Special guests were Gladys Brisk and Ernestine 

Wagner, daughters of charter member, Ben Torrison.  

 

Pastor Gary Liedtke encouraged mission trips to New Orleans, Gays Mills, Pine 

Ridge Indian Reservation, Joplin, Missouri, and Tanzania. Work crews regularly 

assisted Habitat for Humanity homes in Milwaukee and Waukesha. Mission: 

Possible days reached out into the community, completing projects for 

members in need, for the Waukesha Food Pantry, The Women’s Center, ERAs 

Senior Network, Waukesha Park & Rec and other non-profits. St. Luke’s was 

honored with the Plowshare Fair Trade Marketplace and Education for Peace 

2016 Kate Delaney Jolin Peacebuilder Award for the many outreaches to the 

local community and beyond. Pastor Gary is remembered for starting a version of Theology on Tap. He 

retired in 2015 after ten years of service. 

 

Joyce Ruck served as St. Luke’s 

Director of Music for 37 years. Her 

creativity and enhancement of 

worship through music raised the bar 

for all who follow. There were Angel 

Choirs, Sing for Joy, Saints and Sinners, 

Lord’s Chimes, all for the young, as 

well as traditional vocal and bell choirs 

for the adults. The faith community 

benefited from music camps, the use 

of bells, chimes, drums, the organ, piano, and joyful voices. In 

2008, the congregation commissioned Michael Burkhardt to write 

a setting of “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” in celebration of 

Joyce’s 30 years of ministry. Michael Burkhardt, a close friend to 

both Pastor Boadwine and Joyce, surprised Joyce by playing the 

premiere of this hymn at the event honoring her ministry. Joyce 

continues today as a valued substitute organist.  

Michael Schaner was installed as the new Director of Music in 2015, 

continuing the tradition of excellence in worship music. Music camps 

for the kids and multiple choirs continue, along with other 

instruments: flutes, clarinets, violins, and brass. Fine Arts events 

were added with performances by outside groups from colleges and 

universities along with organ recitals by Michael and congregational 

hymn fests. 
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The Sanctuary Renewal Team began planning to renovate the sanctuary and improve technology. The 

congregation voted to move forward with the project in 2015. On April 11, 2016, work began. On April 

17, worship services moved to the Fellowship Hall in the lower level.  Pastor Doug Andersen joined 

Pastor Kathy Boadwine during this period.  

 

 

 
 

Vacation Bible School was held in the lower level. 
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Stages of the Sanctuary Renewal (April to December 2016) 
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In December 2016, we celebrated the birth of the Christ Child and worshiped in our newly completed 

space. The formal sanctuary dedication was held in January 2017.  

 

 

The celebration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation in 2017 brought the community to St. 

Luke’s for a song celebration.         
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Pastor Boadwine continued to lead the congregation until her retirement in March 2018. During her 

years with us, Pastor Kathy brought renewed energy and lively discussions to the Search Bible Study 

and to regular sessions of Theology Uncorked. She shared the importance of being in community with 

one another and reminded us often, that “It is all gift.” She, along with the Sanctuary Renewal Team, 

guided the congregation through the 2016 major renovation of the sanctuary. For eight months, 

worship, study, and education continued in the lower level of St. Luke’s – quite a balancing act. 

Worshipping well was her passion. In recognition of her love of worship music, the congregation 

commissioned Zebulon Highben to write a setting of the hymn “Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song as I 

Journey.” It was presented to her in honor of her retirement from 39 years of pastoral ministry at her 

final worship services, much to her surprise since she had chosen all the music for those services.               

In November 2018, Pastor Lindsay Jordan began as our Senior Pastor.    In January 2020, Pastor Steve 

Bogie joined us as Associate Pastor.  In March 2020, a worldwide 

pandemic changed the way we worshiped. Pastor Jordan and Pastor 

Bogie developed a plan to create new worship opportunities after 

acquiring the needed equipment.  Michael Schaner kept music an 

important part of the worship experience.  

Services were recorded and made available 

online. This was a first for St. Luke’s, and 

online worship continues. Zoom became a 

new way to hold meetings.  The congregation 

adapted to wearing masks and having “drive-by” Communion. Worship services 

were held in our parking lot and at Cutler Park when weather allowed. The CLM 

leadership team kept St. Luke’s open and childcare services were available to 

the families of essential workers.  St. Luke’s and Child Life Ministries received 

the 2021 Waukesha Education Foundation Community Partner Award. 

 

Vacation Bible School was offered virtually with a FROG (Fully 

Rely on God) theme that appealed to members of all ages. 

 

The 100th Anniversary Planning Committee began preparations 

for our celebration. As the City of Waukesha celebrated 125 years, St. Luke’s offered tours for 

Waukesha Unlocked to allow the community to discover the beauty and historical significance of our 

church and its many special features. 

                                                    

Here we stand on the threshold of our second century. We look back and thank those who came before 

and built a solid foundation. We are blessed in our present as we see God in our daily lives. We look 

forward to our future, our efforts to make a difference within our walls and the world outside. We pray 

for guidance as we work to bring peace, justice, and love to those we touch. We ask for the presence of 

the Holy Spirit to be with us as we seek to help people make life-changing connections with God 

through Jesus Christ.      
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100th Anniversary Activities 
 

Many wonderful things were planned under the leadership of Michelle 
Bedalov beginning in January 2020 via Zoom meetings and committee 
work to prepare for the celebration of St. Luke’s 100th anniversary on 
August 28-29, 2021. 
 

• A St. Luke’s anniversary calendar was designed and displayed at 
the Waukesha County Museum as part of Waukesha’s 125th 
anniversary exhibit. Calendars were sold to members and 
friends. 

• An anniversary logo and banners were designed, and the logo was included on St. Luke’s face masks and 
spirit wear available for purchase. 

• Our commitment to service was demonstrated in monthly 
“100s of Ways” to support our ministry partners and local 
organizations.  

• The Endowment Committee offered the new St. Luke’s 
Centennial Scholarship Program.  

• An appeal was made to purchase special paraments to 
enhance worship. 

• Former pastors and sons and daughters of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church were invited to participate, and 
several served as guest preachers or sent greetings included in this publication. 

• The history of St. Luke’s was featured as a part of virtual Vacation Bible School in August 2021. 

• Plans were made for a special congregational meal – but the pandemic altered the plan. 

• Bishop Paul Erickson led our celebration services on August 28-29. Individually wrapped decorated 
cookies were shared with all. 

• We commissioned a new setting for the hymn All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly by 
David Cherwien in honor of our 100th anniversary. It was featured at the November 
14 Centenary Hymn Festival. 

• St. Luke’s participated in Waukesha’s 125th anniversary “Waukesha Unlocked” tours 
on Saturday, October 9. Tours of Child Life Ministries were also offered in 
celebration of 25 years of serving families.  

• Picture days were scheduled to create a new pictorial directory. 

• Jim Kieso, a St. Luke’s member, made special commemorative clocks available for 
sale. 

 
Sincere thank you to the Anniversary Planning Committee and those who volunteered to make St. Luke’s 100-
year celebration special and memorable despite a world pandemic. 

 

 Report from the 100th Anniversary Committee 

 

The planning for the 100-Year Anniversary of St. Luke’s began on January 19, 2020, with a 

brainstorming meeting in the Chapel. The group broke into eight subcommittees to plan a year-

long celebration to run from August up to the weekend of August 28-29, 2021.  They decided on 

a theme: “Fed at God’s Table,” and a logo and a plan for outreach into the community. Meetings 

have continued via ZOOM once or twice per month through December. 

 

Each month there is a to focus on an outreach giving 100’s of ways to support our community 

partners.  In August to celebrate 25 years of our Child Life Ministry program, we collected 

donations for the new playground equipment.  Other outreaches have been to volunteer with Eras 

Senior Programs, and to support our partners at Whittier Elementary School and in the Diocese 

of Meru in Tanzania. 

 

The Endowment Committee has announced six-$500 St. Luke’s Lutheran Church Endowment 

Fund Centennial Scholarships designed to support our members pursuing post-secondary 

education. Applications for consideration are due to the church office by May 1. 

 

Our former Pastors and Sons and Daughters of St. Luke’s have been invited to return to preach 

throughout 2021. Those that are not able to join us are invited to send a small biography to be 

included in a comprehensive history of the congregation which will be prepared and shared. 

 

To commemorate our history, the Anniversary Committee created an incredibly unique and 

special 2021 calendar with each month displaying events from St. Luke’s past. The photos from 

our archives offered a fantastic memento and a look back on our 100 years. One of the calendars 

is on display at the City of Waukesha Museum as part of the City’s 125th anniversary exhibit. 

 

The Council approved the commission of an existing hymn in a new choral arrangement. 

 

St. Luke’s  participated in the “Waukesha Unlocked tour on Saturday, October 8. 

 

St. Luke’s spiritwear was available for purchase to include the new St. Luke’s logo or the 100th 

anniversary logo. 

 

Photography for the new pictorial directory occurred in November. 
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100s of Ways to Support our Ministry Partners 
 

In 2020, we set the goal 
to help to raise funds for 
playground equipment 
to celebrate the 25th 
anniversary of Child Life 
Ministries.  The 
generous response was 
more than expected 
raising $5,356! 
 

 
 

100s of Ways to Help 
Whittier Elementary 
School resulted in 100s of 
hats, gloves, mittens, and 
scarves to keep the 
students warm at recess.  
100s of new and 
disposable masks were 
also donated. 
 

 

 

100s of donations of 

food items and cash 

were collected by our 

Youth Group for the 

Food Pantry as part of 

the annual Souper Bowl 

of Caring. 
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100s of Ways to Support Eras Senior Network  
Fall Yard Clean-Up, Volunteer Drivers, Pen Pals, Christmas Gifts, and More 

 

100s of Ways to Support Blessings in a Backpack to Feed Whittier Students 
 
St. Luke’s partnered with Blessings in a Backpack on Friday, October 16, to deliver 128 bags of 

nutritional items for the children at Whittier to slip into their backpacks to have food for the weekend. 

Each bag was valued at about $3 with the national organization’s quantity buying power. 

 

St. Luke’s Thrivent Action Team raised $9,287.50 to 

support the Blessings in a Backpack program at 

Whittier! 

 

Over 80% of the students at Whittier are eligible for 

free or reduced lunch. Thanks to your generosity, 

these children had nutritional food to take home for 

the weekend.  
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100s of Ways to Support our Endowment Fund 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Jordan presented Josh Geibl a St. Luke’s 

Centennial Scholarship at Cutler Park in June 2021.  

St. Luke’s will support students going into service 

occupations like the ministry, the medical field, or 

education with these annual scholarships. 

 

 

St. Luke’s Endowment Fund:  St. 

Luke’s Endowment Committee is 

responsible for distribution of the 

Endowment Fund’s earnings on its 

investments.  Distributions are 

made to educational, charitable, 

or benevolent institutions.   

In 2021, the six elected 

committee members, a 

Congregation Council rep, and 

Pastor Jordan determined the 

best ways to distribute $31,031 

to various groups and for 

scholarships. The Endowment 

Committee received many thank you letters from The Women’s Center, Hebron House, Habitat for 

Humanity, Hope Center, Community Smiles Dental, and Lutherdale Bible Camp, as a sampling of the 

positive impact St. Luke’s is having on the Waukesha community and beyond. 
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100s of Ways to Support the Appeal for Paraments in the Sanctuary  

 

 
Paraments are the fabrics used to cover communion chalices, cloths on the altar, and other decorative 

items in a sanctuary and/or chapel. Their colors complement and symbolize the message of each 

season, or occasion, during the church year. There are six seasons represented by different colors: blue, 

white, green, purple, and red.  

Over our first 100 years, St. Luke’s had been blessed with many differing types and styles of paraments. 

As part of the 100th anniversary achievement, St. Luke’s Worship Committee hoped to purchase new 

paraments for the sanctuary for each season. The 100th Anniversary Committee agreed and started an 

appeal to support this project, along with raising funds for annual scholarships and contributions to the 

Endowment Fund. The appeal began in June 2021 and is hoped to be a lasting memorial and 

honorarium choice for members and friends for years to come.  

When the first designated gifts began to arrive, the Worship Committee felt 

comfortable to contact an artist who visited St. Luke’s in fall 2021 to learn 

more about our church history and its current space. From there she crafted 

initial concepts for a Christmas design, and they were reviewed and 

approved in November 2021. Unfortunately, the fabric was not readily 

available at that time so the delivery date was moved to ensure that the 

paraments would be installed for Christmas 2022.  

Design discussions continued with this artist to create the white paraments used for certain festivals of 

the church: Easter, Good Shepherd Sunday, All Saints Day, and others. After several concepts were 

reviewed, the Worship Committee felt that this artist’s vision no longer matched St. Luke’s. The team 

then sought out another artist. Conversations and construction progress continue on the two remaining 

funded parament sets. It is planned that they will be finished and installed in late summer 2022. The 

Committee continues to pray that one day all six parament sets will be part of the continuing worship 

experience at St. Luke’s.  
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Celebrating St. Luke’s Spiritual Sons and Daughters

 

St. Luke’s has 21 Spiritual Sons and Daughters 

who have been ordained and have entered the 

Ministry. Each one named below is shown on 

this tree which is found near the entrance to 

church.  
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Visiting Pastors Schedule 
 

As part of our 100th 
Anniversary Celebration, 
we invited former pastors 
and Spiritual Sons and 
Daughters of St. Luke's to 
be guest preachers 
throughout the summer 
and fall. Sandy Hendrickson 
greeted each of them and 

shared gifts of gratitude for their participation. 
 
May 8 & 9 - Rev. Glen Floe, Spiritual Son of St. Luke's, 
Retired, Blaine, MN 
 
May 15 & 16 - Rev. Dan Paulson, Spiritual Son of St. Luke's, Wilmington 
Lutheran Church, Arnegard, ND 
 
June 5 & 6 - Rev. Evan Mayhew, Spiritual Son of St. Luke's, St. John 
Lutheran Church Joliet, IL 
 
June 19 & 20 - Rev. Karen Pahl, served St. Luke's 2013-2015, 
Lutheran Church of the Resurrection New Berlin, WI 
 

June 26 & 27 - Rev. Jennie Collins, 
Spiritual Daughter of St. Luke’s, 
Saint Andrew Lutheran Church Wausau, WI 
 
August 14 & 15 – Laura Gerstl-Beukema, 
Spiritual Daughter of St. Luke’s, Luther Manor in 
Milwaukee 

 
August 28 & 29 - Bishop Paul Erickson 
Greater Milwaukee Synod of the ELCA for the 100th Anniversary Celebration 
 
September 11 & 12 - Rev. Jonathan Breimeier, Interim at St. Luke's (2004),  Interim Capitol Drive 
Lutheran Church Milwaukee, WI 
 
October 9 & 10 - Rev. Kathy Boadwine (St. Luke’s 2005-2018) and Rev. Gary Liedtke (St. Luke’s 
2005-2015)  
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Vacation Bible School  
 
St. Luke’s hundred-year history was a featured part of the 2021 virtual 

Vacation Bible School’s All Aboard theme. We stopped at four St. Luke’s 

Stations—at four points in time.  

 

           
       

         

                      
                         

                  
             

                         

           
      
         
St. Luke s grew, and it grew, and it 
grew during its  rst 50 years.

God s Power Gave Them Hope.

           
       

                
         

E plore  ow God s 
 ower  elps  s 

to  e   LD in

Service to  elp  thers
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      St. Luke’s Festival Centennial Celebration 
 

Bishop Paul Erickson led our celebration services on August 28-29. Individually wrapped decorated cookies 
were shared with all. 
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Centenary Hymn Festival  
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Discover the Images of the Carroll Street Entrance 

           

As you walk up the stairs by the elevator entrance close to Carroll Street, you will discover St. Luke 

pictured in the center window with scroll and pen as author of the Gospel and Book of Acts.  To the left 

is the image of the Lamb of God representing Christ, and to the right the twelve descending flames 

represent the Apostles at the time of Pentecost, carrying the Gospel to all the world.  The orb and cross 

signify Christ triumphant in the world.  The rays indicate divine inspiration for Luke and the other 

authors of the Gospel. This beautiful multi-faceted glass was designed by the award-winning Conrad 

Schmitt Studios located in New Berlin. 

Focus on the 36 stone carvings of the Patriarchs (left), Major and Minor Prophets (center) and Apostles 

(right) found above the main entrance facing Carroll Street.  

 

 Each image was 

designed based on a 

Biblical reference.   
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Discover the Sanctuary and Baptismal Font 

The Sanctuary Is Divided 

into Two Sections: 

1. The Nave is where the 

people sit. Envision this area 

as a “Naval” ship. It 

transports people across the 

baptismal waters of life. 

2. The Chancel is the area 

near the altar, often reserved 

for the clergy and choir. 

 

The Baptismal Font 

The baptismal font has been placed at the entrance of the 

sanctuary in churches throughout the last 2,000 years to 

remind us that baptism gives us entrance to the Kingdom of 

God. 

Notice the statue of John the Baptist (formerly near the altar) 

is holding a shell, a traditional symbol of Holy Baptism. John’s 

arm is also outstretched in a position common to John the 

Baptist—always pointing toward Jesus.   

The base is made with the three colors of wood representing 

the three phases of this congregation’s sanctuary. The first 

church’s furnishings were dark in color, so there are dark 

accent woods. The 1966 version of the sanctuary used blond/light colored woods, so 

there are light woods. The medium-colored woods are of the new sanctuary. 

 

(Note: The quilts displayed were prepared by Needle and Thimble for Lutheran World 

Relief.)  
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Discover the Life of Christ in the Glass Images 

 

Discover the Life of Christ in the Glass Images 

The winged forms of this first glass panel found along the east aisle signify prophesy and 

praise. The winged forms have been incorporated into the new logo for St. Luke’s as shown on 

the new banner. 

  Explore the images of the Life of Christ shown from right to left:  

 

 

 

1. The Nativity—Star and Christ Child 

2. Flight to Egypt—Angel pointed the way to the pyramids 

3. Jesus as a Child in the Temple in Jerusalem (In My Father’s  ouse) 
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Discover the St. Luke’s Reredos

 

 Discover the St. Luke’s Reredos  

The Reredos is the ornamental wood partition behind 

the altar. The 12 Apostles pictured (left) were part of 

the St. Luke’s reredos until the renovation project that 

started on April 10, 2016. The wooden carvings of the 

Apostles were then relocated to the Chapel. 

The 22-

foot cross 

from the 

first 

reredos 

was moved forward and hung in the 

center of the chancel. The lower part 

of the cross became 

part of the eternal 

flame. 

Focus on the two 

images on the reredos 

background: 

The glass image on the 

right represents the 

River of Life with the water flowing 

from the throne of God.  On the left: 

The Tree of Life with leaves of the 

tree for the healing of the nations. This imagery from Revelation 22:1-2 ties to St. 

Luke being a physician.   Notice that the stained-glass panels on the left mimic 

images in the right. 

Why do we have Great Acoustics? Many of the wooden panels used on flat 

surfaces are acoustical wooden panels. If you get close enough to them, you’ll 

notice that there are tiny holes across their surfaces. Without these panels, the 

sanctuary would be very echoey.  
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Discover St. Luke’s Organs 
and Grand Pianos  

by Michael Schaner 
Director of Music Ministries 

 
St. Luke’s has two magnificent pipe organs! In our 
sanctuary we have an organ from 1966 by the M.P. 
Möller Organ Company. It has three manuals 
(keyboards), and pedals, which play additional notes that 
are usually lower. There are 30 ranks, or rows of pipes, 
and there are over 1,500 pipes in the entire organ! In 

2007 we did some restoration and upgrade works to 
keep the organ in great shape for years to come. 
The pipes are made of wood and metal, and the 
longer the pipe, the lower the note. Our pipes are as 
tall as 16 feet for the lowest note, and all the way to 
smaller than a golf pencil for the highest note! A 
brand-new pipe organ of the same size would cost 
over $1,000,000 as each organ is custom made to 
the space where it resides. 
  
The chapel pipe organ was originally purchased by 

Phyllis Stringham from the J.W. Walker & Sons organ company in England. 
It has two manuals and pedals, with 3 ranks of pipes. It is a tracker, or 
mechanical organ. When you press a key, tiny wooden rods move and 
open the pipe allowing air to flow into them. There are 168 pipes in the 
organ.  
  
The grand piano in the sanctuary 
is a Steinway Model M from the 
late 1910s that St. Luke’s 
congregation restored. It is 5’7” 
in length, and we have added a 
Dampp-Chaser humidifier to help 
keep the piano in good tune and 
the entire instrument at the 
proper humidification, so the 

wood doesn’t dry out. It also helps keep the piano in better 
tune for longer. Steinway still makes the Model M, and a 
brand-new grand piano would easily cost over $75,000! 
  
The grand piano in the music room is a Knabe grand piano from the early 1920s. Even though it’s not 
seen in worship, it’s still used regularly, and in very good shape. Knabe was an American piano 
manufacturer in the 1900s known for their quality instruments. 
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Discover St. Luke’s  istory  allway 

As you exit from the front of 

church to the hallway to the 

West, you will enter the “History Hallway.”  One of 

the most prominent features are the Confirmation 

pictures dating back 100 years!  The gallery begins 

above the glass case that is filled with historic 

documents and photos that record St. Luke’s 

milestones through the years.  

Before you venture down 

memory lane, be sure to ask 

your family members what 

years they were confirmed! 

The Veteran’s Display is also a 

tribute to reflect on our 

members who serve/or have 

served in the military. 



39 
 

Discover the Martin Luther Chapel 

As you enter the chapel and look to the images in the windows to the left, you will 
discover the symbols pictured in the colored glass tell the story of the life of Martin 
Luther (1483-1546).  

 

The first symbol is Luther’s seal or rose that is also found on signs near the entrance to the church.  The 
next 12 windows show:  

2. Bible, Pen, and Candle (study scriptures)  
3. Scroll, Hammer, and Nails (October 31, 1517—95 theses)   
4. Chi Rho and Bible (translated New Testament)   
5. Dove (Holy Spirit)    
6. Pulpit and Pen—Augsburg Confession   
7. Wartburg Castle (where he took refuge)  
8. Harp (music/hymns)  
9. Church at Wittenberg   
10. Mandolin (lute) and sword   
11. Fortress (his hymn: “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”)   
12. Law and Gospel  
13. Marriage Symbol (As a former priest, Martin married a former nun.) 
 
The twelve wooden carvings placed on the west wall of the chapel used to be on the wall behind the altar 

in the main sanctuary prior to the renovation of 2016.  These statues are of the twelve Apostles named in 

Acts 1:13. They were carved from linden wood by the Italian sculptor, Pante. 

1. St. Thomas—the doubter 

2. St. Simon—carries a pilgrim’s staff on many missionary journeys. 

3. St. Matthew—holds a pen as author of the first Gospel. On his scroll: Matthew 18:11 “For the Son of 

Man is come to save that which was lost.” 

4. St. James Minor—protectively holds the Gospel which he defended even with his life. 

5. St. John—The chalice (bread and wine) indicates this disciple’s place next to Jesus at the Last Supper. 

6. St. Jude—Writer of an Epistle—represented by a book and pilgrim’s staff since he was a tireless 

traveler in his missionary journeys with St. Simon. 
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7. St. James Major—wears a shell as a symbol of this Christian 

pilgrim and forceful preacher. The sword is a symbol of his 

martyrdom. 

8. St. Matthias—The open book and the axe signifying his 

martyrdom. 

9. St. Bartholomew—the flaying knife symbolizes how he 

suffered and died for Christ. 

10. St. Peter—This great apostle holds two keys which recall his 

confession and the “Keys of the Kingdom.” 

11. St. Andrew—The net signifies his first occupation as well as 

the call from Jesus to be a fisher of men. 

12. St. Philip—The cross-staff and the book represent his 

activities in caring for his flock and proclaiming the Gospel.    

 

Would you like to learn more about the stories of the twelve 

apostles?  Look for the publication written by Pastor Gary 

Liedtke in Fall, 2012, in its Second Edition, 2021.  
 

The Red Brick Church 

used to be on this same 

location at the corner of 

Carroll and Grand, but it 

faced Grand Avenue.   

 

The chapel altar is from 

the first church and is in 

the same spot that it was 

in the first church, but it 

now faces Carroll.  

 

Besides the altar, the chapel includes 

many other items from the Red Brick 

Church: 

 the front door 

the short pew 

 the pulpit 

the baptismal font 

 even the light fixtures! 
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Discover Child Life Ministries in the Lower Level 
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St. Luke’s and Child Life Ministries Receive the Waukesha Education 

Foundation 2021 Community Partner Award 
 

 
  
 

 

 

  

Courtney Stangl, Director of Child Life 

Ministries, and Pastor Jordan received 

the 2021 Community Partner award on 

October 21 at the WEF Evening for 

Education event. 

Kim Tinder (center), mother of four CLM 

alum, nominated St. Luke’s for this award. 

Courtney Stangl, Director of Child Life 

Ministries, and CLM Founder Judy Mayhew 

attended the October 21 awards 

presentation. 

Attendees at the WEF Evening for 

Education were Arlene and Ed Raether, 

Mary Green, Whittier Social Worker, Diane 

Voit, Brandy Hart, Whittier Principal, and 

Pastor Lindsay Jordan. 
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Photos Tell the Stories of Connecting, Growing, and Serving 
Worship Committee 
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Music at St. Luke’s 

Excellent music has always been an important part of worship for the people of St. Luke’s.  
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Youth 
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Youth  

FUNdraisers!  
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Youth Service Trips  
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We Love to Tell the Stories of Connecting, Growing, and Serving 

Over the years, we have connected and grown in our faith through worship, Bible study, and our 
fellowship with each other. A number of groups have gathered, learned and shared their faith. Some 
have come together for a short time; others have lasted for years. 
 
Sarah Circle 
  
During Pastor L. Glenn Cloninger’s years of leadership (1942-1973), several “circles” were formed and 

gathered at St. Luke’s and/or in members’ homes. One of 
those, the Sarah Circle, continues to gather today. They 
meet monthly in members’ homes, share a devotion and 
discussion of faith, and support each other. It truly is a 
time of fellowship and community. The circle is warm 
and welcoming and continues to add new people. 
  
Some current members can trace their beginnings to the 
early 1960’s. Initially, Sarah Circle met in the evenings. 

Recently, they moved to afternoons. They meet 
monthly, breaking during July and August. The 
Pandemic caused them to pause in 2020, and 
their times together were sorely missed. In May 
2021, Sarah Circle gathered again in Virginia 
Schreib’s outdoor gazebo. It’s evident from the 
smiles in the photo how happy they were to be 
face to face once again. 
 
 Knitters and Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 
Knitters have gathered for years to connect and serve hundreds through prayer shawls, prayer patches, 
or lap robes.  The knitted items are made for people who are ill, hospitalized, depressed, or grieving.  
When you hold them, you can feel God’s presence and be wrapped in God’s love. 
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G.I.F.T. (Growing In Faith Together) started in 1992 by Kris 

Kromrei Lombardi, the former 

Youth and Family Ministries 

Director. The group was later 

led by Pam Olson meeting the 

first and third Wednesday of 

each month for Bible studies.  

The annual Mitten Tree and 

Warmth for Whittier students and staff appeals have been successful.  

The First Tuesday Book Club 
started in 2008. This group 
meets to discuss 10 books per 
year on the first Tuesday of 
each month except July and 

December.  The group met virtually and at Cutler Park during 
the pandemic.  
 
 Search Bible Study  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Forever Forty  
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Women of Faith   
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In 1990, John Maile (Pam Olson’s dad), Bill Addie (Sue Bangle’s dad) and Dick 

Sommers met at St. Luke’s for coffee, conversation and, most importantly, 

“fix-it” projects. The Three Amigos!  

 
They so enjoyed what they were doing, their 

enthusiasm spread, and soon there were many 

more. The Amigos are as vital and valuable to St. 

Luke’s today as they were at the beginning over 

30 years ago! These Monday morning volunteers 

provide thousands of hours of service to St. 

Luke’s.  
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       We Love to Tell the Stories of Connecting, Growing, and Serving 

Literacy Council 

 This story is about a pastor’s wife who, with the support of members of the congregation, reached out 
into the community and made a difference to many – a legacy that still continues today helping people 
to improve their lives. 

 Pastor Bill Genszler and his wife served St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church from 1979-1982. Before arriving in Waukesha, Mrs. 
Genszler volunteered in an adult tutoring program, providing help 
with English as a second language and with basic reading and 
writing skills. 
  
Thus began the motivation to bring a similar program to 
Waukesha. Mrs. Genszler saw the same needs in her new 
community. She initiated contact with the Executive Director of 

the Retired Seniors Volunteer Program (RSVP), now part of the ERAs Senior Network. Persistently, she 
returned again and again to state her case. The Executive Director listened and found someone to 
coordinate the program and to train potential tutors. 
  
Mrs. Genszler and several members of St. Luke’s were part of that very first class of tutors. They 
learned how to help those who wanted to read and write English as well as those who needed 
assistance with basic education skills. The tutors were there, and the students came. With Mrs. 
Genszler as champion, the word spread and the program became too 
large for RSVP to continue to manage and a new, small non-profit, the 
Literacy Council of Greater Waukesha, was born. 
  
The Literacy Council of Greater Waukesha grew from the small band of 
St. Luke’s tutors to over 250 tutors in any one year. Annually, the 
agency served from 300 to 400 students: students who wanted to learn 
to speak and read English, the language of their new home; students 
who wanted to become citizens; students who needed to complete 
their high school education through a GED or other programs; students 
who struggled with reading and math skills. 
  
The agency served the community for over 35 years until a merger with 
Literacy Services of Wisconsin, 831 N. Grand Avenue – St. Luke’s 
neighbors! The same services continue to be provided with the help of many volunteers. 
  
Through the years, members of St. Luke’s served as tutors, board members and volunteers at 
fundraisers and have had the opportunity to see students meet their goals, become citizens, improve 
their job situations, and read to their children and grandchildren.  
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The Hope Center 
 

This story is about a St. Luke’s pastor who with the support of his 
congregation reached out into the community and made a difference in 
thousands of lives. The legacy continues. The HOPE Center is an 
organization helping people in need every day. 

  
Pastor Ted Romberg served St. Luke’s 
Lutheran Church as senior pastor for 21 
years from 1983-2004. In the mid 1980’s Pastor Romberg helped 
jumpstart cooperating congregations as a Mission and Ministry group of 
pastors from six downtown churches. They came together to talk about 
ways to better address the needs of the low income and homeless folks 
coming to the churches seeking help. 

  
Thus began the Waukesha Council of Churches, where each congregation provided funds to help those 
in need. Under Pastor Ted’s leadership, the council evolved into a 501(c)3 non-profit, the Cooperating 
Churches of Greater Waukesha (CCGW). Today, the organization is known as the HOPE Center and is 
located on East Avenue in Waukesha. 
  

One of the early services, The Clothes Closet, began in 
St. Luke’s lower level and resided there for two years. 
St. Luke’s members have continued volunteering 
countless hours for the Clothes Closet. In fact, Janet 
Kleist (and her husband Orval), were honored with a 
GiveBack Award from the Green Bay Packers in 2018.  
 
Another ministry was setting up a bakery called the 
Donut Shop to teach employability skills. Located in 
downtown Waukesha, it provided the “best” old 

fashioned donuts. 
  
Pastor Ted stayed active on the CCGW Board after retiring. Pastor Ted was honored each year at the 

Hope Center fundraising dinner for getting the most tips 
serving desserts. In the photo, his wife is tipping him for his 
delivery service. 
  
Over the years, the people of St. Luke’s continue to share and 
serve those who come to the HOPE Center. St. Lukers serve 
Loaves and Fishes Sunday meals, donate clothing and 
household items, support capital campaigns and other 
fundraisers. 
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Needle and Thimble 

Since the 1950’s, the Needle and Thimble (Quilters) group have made thousands of quilts that were 

loaded on trucks to send to the far corners of the world through Lutheran World Relief. Other baby 

quilts were made at home to wrap little ones in God’s love at their baptisms. Joyce Ruck designed the 

label that is attached to these very special 

quilts identifying the date of the baptism and 

who generously made it.  

 



58 
 

Adult Service Trips  
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St. Luke’s  artnership with Tanzania 

In fall 2012 the St. Luke’s Tanzania Partnership Committee was informed that we had been partnered 
with Maroroni Parish in Tanzania which was made up of eight sub-parishes. Kelli Zelinger was leaving in 
September 2012 to be part of a medical mission trip to the area, and she spent one day to travel 
around the Tanzanian countryside to meet key people in each of the eight sub-parishes and learn more 
about the needs of the people in Tanzania. Kelli returned and shared excitement about the trip, and 

interest grew in getting to know them and praying for 
them.   
 
In September 2014, a St. Luke’s delegation of 10 made 
the trip to Tanzania. After touring the Meru Diocese and 
learning about the diocese schools, the hospital, and the 
Mt. Meru Coffee 
Project, Kelli and 
the Kirleys 
climbed Mount 
Kilimanjaro as a 
fundraiser. The 
others spent time 
with our 

partnership sub-parishes and saw the need to help feed children 
that attended the public elementary schools in this poor farming 
community. A meal at school was sometimes their only meal for 
that day.  In 2015, Vacation Bible School children raised money 
to buy bags of maize (corn) and beans for Tanzania school hot 
lunches. With the donations from the congregation, this was our 
first successful fundraiser for our partnership.  

 
In 
October 
2015, a 
delegation from Tanzania was brought to the 
United States.  Rev. Lema, head pastor for 
Maroroni Parish, was part of that delegation.  
Rev. Lema was able to visit some of our 
schools and learn about life in Waukesha.  St. 
Luke’s signed a partnership covenant with 
Maroroni Parish. The partnership committee 
met with Rev. Lema and discussed the needs 

of our partners, and what the partnership would look like moving forward.  Seven of the delegates 
from the 2014 trip are pictured with Rev. Lema after he presented the banner shown as a gift to St. 
Luke’s. 
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On August 23, 2016, a new Bishop was elected in Tanzania, Pastor Elias Kitoi Nassari. He had lived in 
Waukesha and had been a pastor in Pewaukee before returning to Tanzania. Kelli was invited to be 
part of the delegation that went to Tanzania for his installation ceremony in January 2017.  Kelli was 
able to also go with Rev. Lema to various locations in the Maroroni Parish as part of her visit.  He was 
eager to show Kelli various things that had been done with St. Luke’s gifts. 
 

In summer 2018, another trip was planned to 
visit Tanzania, and delegates from Ascension 
Lutheran in Waukesha were invited to join us to 
explore the possibility of creating a partnership 
with Samaria, one of the neediest areas. During 
our two-week stay, we were able to visit Bishop 
Kitoi’s office (pictured left) and many of the 
schools. We participated in many church 
services with them and saw the faith of our 
partners and 
experienced their 
amazing hospitality.  
 
Ascension signed a 

covenant with Samaria, and their partnership has been blessed with the 
completion of a pipeline to run water to Savana Primary School and the 
annual support of their Feed the Children Maize and Beans appeals.  
 
At the farewell meeting, Baraka Melitha suggested that if they could 
purchase a milling machine, they could set up a small business to raise 
funds to then grind corn grown by their members into flour. The St. Luke’s 
Endowment Committee agreed to support this project, the milling machine was purchased, and 
electricity was run to the building that now houses this economic development project at the Maroroni 
parish.  

 
In Fall 2019, Pr. Nathan Makenge, Pastor-in-Charge of 
the Maroroni and Samaria parishes, and Baraka 
Melitha, the leader of the Tanzania Partnership 
Committee, were part of the delegation that came to 
visit the Greater Milwaukee Synod.  
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During their time in Waukesha, they visited our public schools and spent time in our Child Life 
Ministries classes at St. Luke’s.  KilimaMoja parish had the dream of starting an English  
preschool to give the four-year-olds a faith-based foundation for their future education. Using our CLM 
model, they returned to plan for the Maranatha Preschool to be started within the church.  Again the 
St. Luke’s Endowment Committee agreed to send funds to support them in making this preschool a 
reality. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our partners ask us to pray for better weather to be able to grow crops. The need is even greater than 
ever for assistance with providing maize and beans for the students at the elementary schools during 
this multi-year drought. 
 
We have been able to maintain communication through Zoom for Common Day of Prayer meetings 
and through frequent WhatsApp and email messages. 
 
Our Brothers and Sisters in Christ send sincere gratitude for all of the gifts from St. Luke’s.  

 

“May God Bless You for Your Generosity.” 
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We Love to Tell the Stories: Family  istory at St. Luke’s 

The St. Luke’s faith community has been blessed greatly over the last 100 years with caring, loving 
members living out our mission of helping people make a life-changing connection with Jesus Christ. St. 
Luke’s is a faith community committed to connecting, growing, and serving. 
 
This story is about a family with connections to the very beginnings of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church. 
  
In 1921, Mr. & Mrs. Herbert Ritter, Sr. arrived in Waukesha. Mr. Ritter worked at the Waukesha Motor 
Company. Donald F. Mueller, a current member of St. Luke’s, is their grandson. 

  
Donald Mueller shared the following story about his 
family’s history at St. Luke’s. 
  
His grandfather, Herbert Ritter, moved from Racine 
to Waukesha and started worshipping at a local 
Lutheran Church. Mr. Ritter was a mason and 
masonic membership was not allowed in the church 
he was attending. The Ritters then went back to 
Racine and visited with their former pastor, 
explaining the situation, asking about someone to 

canvas the Waukesha area to gauge interest in a 
starting a new congregation. 
  
The Ritters, along with another Waukesha couple from 
Racine, began hosting meetings and services for a new 
church in their homes. The seeds were planted for St. 
Luke’s Lutheran Church. 
  
Don Mueller did not attend St. Luke’s as a youth. He 
was baptized and confirmed at the First E & R Church 
where his mother attended after marriage to his father. 
  
Don Mueller met his first wife, a member of St. Luke’s. 
They were married in the Red Brick Church, and both were members. They left St. Luke’s during a time 
of conflict within the church. While Don was gone, he lost his wife to cancer. Two years later, he met 
and married his current wife, Joan Wisnieski, who was a member of St. Luke’s. Donald Mueller and Joan 
Wisnieski are now both members. 
  
Don has returned to his roots – to where it all began with his grandfather, Herbert Ritter, 100 years 
ago. 
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We Love to Tell the Stories: Six Generations at St. Luke’s! 
Ron and Kathy Pederson each have generations of family members with history at St. Luke's.  And as 
youth group members, then known as Luther League, Ron and Kathy became high school sweethearts. 
  
Kathy's paternal great-grandfather, Fred Lynch, was one of our charter members in 1921.  Fred's son 
Charles (Kathy's grandfather), along with his wife Isabel and their two sons Charles Jr., and Lawrence 
(Kathy's dad), became St. Luke's members in 1928.   

  
Kathy's maternal grandparents were also early 
St. Lukers.  In 1930, Alfred and Helen Knapke 
and their three daughters Janette, Margaret, 
and Bernice became members.  Bernice 
(Kathy's mom) married Lawrence Lynch at St. 
Luke's in 1949.  Along with Kathy, her brothers 
and sister, Larry, Jim, Bobby, and Linda, were 
baptized, confirmed, and some married here. 
  
Ron Pederson's parents, Norbert and Frances, joined St. Luke's in 1938,  
They also raised four children, Kay, Roger, Kathy, and Ron, all of whom 
were also baptized, confirmed and some married here. 
  
And after that fateful, yet successful youth 
group courtship and romance, Ron and 
Kathy were married at St. Luke's in 1970.  

Their three children, Andy, Kati, and 
Kari were baptized, confirmed, and all 
were married here.  Kati's daughter, 
Brooklynn was baptized at St. Luke's 
and attends our Sunday School.  Kari's 
daughter, Kayla was baptized and also confirmed here, and was an 
active youth group member before beginning her out-of-state college 
life.  Andy and his family now attend their own church but both sons 
Brady and Austin are full-time daily learners through our Child Life 

Ministry program.  Andy, Kati, and Kari's 
children represent the sixth generation of 
Pederson/Lynch St. Luke's members. 
  
In all, throughout the Pederson and Lynch 
families' faith journey, there have been 33 
baptisms, 32 confirmations, 15 weddings, 
and 18 funerals at St. Luke's.   
 

What a Blessing! 
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We Love to Tell the Stories: Three Generations 
There are stories to be told of first, second, and third generations who have been integral parts of the 
congregation over the years. Here are three of those stories. 
  
Charlotte Freyer Maile has been a member of St. Luke’s for her 
entire life, over 84 years. Robert Freyer and his wife became 
members of St. Luke’s in the early 1930’s along with their son 
and daughter. The family grew to five daughters and one son, 
Reverend Dr. Ellsworth E. Freyer, who became a Spiritual Son of 
St. Luke’s. Pastor Freyer served three congregations, 
Resurrection Lutheran, Green Bay; Holy Communion Lutheran 
in Racine; and Christ Church until his retirement in 1997. All of 
the Freyer children were baptized, confirmed and married at St. 
Luke’s. Char’s sister, Virginia, has been a member for 78 years. 
Char’s daughter, Pam Olson and her husband, Art, continue the 
tradition. 

 
Ralph Clark’s grandfather, Albert Clark and his wife, Clara, 
bought a home on College Avenue in 1920 and joined St. 
Luke’s. Ralph’s father, Clarence, and Clarence’s sister were 
members of the 1930 confirmation class. Ralph was a 
member of the 1954 confirmation class. Ralph and his wife, 
Marion, moved to Waukesha in 2008 and currently are 
members of St. Luke’s. The Clark family has been part of St. 
Luke’s history for 90 of the 100 years. In the photo Clarence 
Clark is to the left of the pastor and Clarence’s sister has her 
head just below the 
pastor’s Bible. 
 

Diane and Dennis Voit shared a very special third generation story 
in their lives. Their first 
grandchild, Hailey 
Elizabeth Detmer, was 
baptized at St. Luke’s 
during the last worship 
service held before the 
sanctuary renewal 
project began.  
 

What an exciting 
way to embrace the 

future! 
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We Love to Hear Your Stories of the Past 

Members, Former Pastors, and Spiritual Sons & Daughters  
  

Memories: Pearl Bronn Socha (Charter Member)  
Ritters and Bronns both lived in Racine and belonged to the 

church of Atonement when Rev. Jonas Dressler was the 

pastor. Ritters moved to Waukesha and were followed by 

the Bronn family. Mr. Ritter and Mr. Bronn both worked at 

the Waukesha Motor Company. Bronns belonged to Grace 

Lutheran Church, which is the Wisconsin Synod. Ritters 

went there also. However, when Mr. Ritter told Rev.  

Woyahn he was a lodge member, he could not receive 

communion. Mr. Ritter then wrote to Rev. Dressler who was 

then a teacher at Northwestern Seminary in Minneapolis.   

  

Then Rev. Dressler sent down Rev. William Stump, a missionary, to check on starting a church in 

Waukesha that belonged to the ULCA. He canvassed the city and signed up enough people to start a 

church in Waukesha to which lodge members could join.  

  

We met at the old YMCA on South Street where the parking lot is now. The first meeting to start a 

church was held at Steinman’s home on Maple Avenue. Mr. Steinman was the father of Helen 

Emerson.  

  

The choir met in people’s homes that had a piano. Mr. Wm. Sarah was the choir director. He also 

directed the boys’ choir at the boys’ school known as the Reform School. When there were 39 

prospective members signed up to join, the church was organized August 31, 1921, and incorporated 

November 8, 1921. Helen Steinman was the Sunday School organist, and I was the church organist. A 

Luther League for young people was started and met Sunday evenings at the YMCA.  

  

The first church was constructed of red bricks taken up from Grand Avenue when the street was paved 

with concrete. Members bought bricks at ten cents per brick to raise money. The first church was 

dedicated March 27, 1927.  

  

Our first minister was Rev. Fritz. Then the following were our ministers – Revs. Lundeen, Hahn, Kramer,  

Bingea, Engstrom, Elger, Cloninger, and Dr. Genszler. There were three young folks consisting of Lillian 

Steinman, Charles Kramer, and Edward Bronn in the first Catechetical class. A Men’s Brotherhood and a 

Women’s Missionary Society was also organized. Mrs. Cloninger started the children’s choir.  

  

We celebrated the 20th anniversary in 1941 and the 25th in 1946. Rev. Wm. Stump gave the invocation 

at the 25th anniversary banquet, which was held at the old Avalon Hotel, which is now a home for 



66 
 

retired people. Dr. Zimck, pastor of Redeemer Lutheran Church in Milwaukee was the speaker. The 

prayer and benediction were given by Rev. C.E. Fritz.  

  

The mortgage was burned June 8, 1975. The cornerstone for the new church we now have was laid  

October 9, 1966. The cornerstone was given by Mr. & Mrs. Wm. Land. The 50th anniversary was held 

August 31, 1971, and the 60th was held August 31, 1977. Pastor Christine and David Echelbarger took 

over after Dr. Genszler left until Rev. Romberg came.  
  

 

Memories: Ethel Weiss in 1995 
Ethel Weiss has been a member of St. Luke’s for her entire life. In April 
1995, she shared one of her childhood remembrances.  
 

Christmas at St. Luke’s 
 

My parents, Al and Agnes Wagner, joined St. Luke’s Lutheran Church 
before I was born, and I was baptized there. At the age of three, I was 
enrolled in the Sunday School and my first teacher was Mrs. Agnes 
Smith, later Mrs. Peter Christiansen. In those days, the delightful little 

red brick church was small as was the congregation. Each grade was a class and only one row long. 
Classes were held in the basement of the church with just a curtain separating each class. We learned 
songs, heard many wonderful stories of Jesus’ life, heard of the many miracles he performed and were 
taught Bible verses. 
 
On Christmas Eve we had our Sunday School program, which all of the parents attended, listening 
proudly for their child to recite his or her part in the story of Jesus’ birth. We sometimes portrayed the 
Nativity scene with the Holy Family, Shepherds, Kings, and the little girls were the Angels singing the 
lovely Christmas carols. The costumes were made by our creative mothers. At the end of the program 
all of the children were presented with a bag taken from underneath the Christmas tree. The bags 
contained an apple, an orange, peanuts, and candy. This treat was always paid for by Mr. Hein of the 
Hein Werner Company and it was really appreciated because times were tough in those days and 
parents didn’t have the money to purchase such things. I was the youngest of three girls and a lot of 
my toys were hand-me-downs, but to me, they were like brand new as my dad repainted the doll 
buggies or doll beds, etc. My mother would sew new doll dresses and coats. Our parents in those days 
made our Christmases a delight and our celebration of Jesus’ birth was looked forward to each year 
with joy. 
 
Ethel Weiss and her son, Robert and his wife, Ruth continue to be members of St. Luke’s – three 
generations! 
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1996 Interview with Helen Tans (Charter Member)  

Helen Tans was honored at the 75th anniversary celebration. She was the 

last surviving charter member. Helen Tans had played the organ, taught 

Sunday School, and visited shut-ins. Helen Tans spent her last several years 

as a resident of the Avalon. She was a delightful, lovely person who brought 

people together. On the day of her interview at the Avalon, she had 

gathered seven others together for communion.  

  

When asked a number of questions about why St. Luke’s and why she wanted to worship, Helen smiled 

and said, “Because it’s the thing to do.” As the group discussed the first chapter of Genesis, Helen 

heard that God created us and all the land, sea, air, creepy crawlers, and huge animals. However, God 

created us special to Him – to have a relationship with Him and worship Him. We worship Him because 

it is the thing to do. Simple!  

  

Poem Written by Esther Childs  
The poem was started by Esther Childs in 1948 and ended in 1996 with the 75th anniversary  
  

I started Sunday School  

When we met in the old Y.M.  

Travel was slow—with the Model T 

But we got there just the same.  

  

The church was built – our own St. Luke’s 

Tremendous was the debt.  

It was a struggle that we knew  

But somehow the dues were met.  

  

Then came the awful 30’s,  

A depression we all knew 

But by the grace of God and our lowly gifts 

Somehow, we pulled it through.  

  

The war of the 40’s was about us, 

The building was much too small, 

Sunday School was scattered all around!  

How to find room for all?  

 

That question can be answered, 

More room is needed now! 

And if together we work and keep our pledge 

We’ll reach our goal somehow!  

 

The 50’s brought the Parish House, 

With determination we did build.  

The Sunday School is under one roof 

And with young and old, the place is filled.  

  

While the 60’s brought a new House of Worship,  

A Memorial Service meant a search. 

The Baptist Church, the Park Theater offered 

Along with St. Mark’s, our sister church.  

  

The 70’s brought a very big change, 

At the Altar we saw a new face 

After 30 years, Pastor Cloninger retired 

And somebody else took his place.  

  

The 80’s brought more changes 

And I’m not as spry as the Model T days.  

But changes in the building brought an elevator 

And for that, I raise my voice in praise.  

  

Now it’s 1996 and we’re celebrating 75 years of growth,  

and proud we can be!  

But we must remember God, our Eternal Guide, 

As we move toward the 21st Century.  
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Memories: Gladys Brisk, daughter of Ben Torrison, Charter Member  
 

Gladys Brisk attended the celebration for the 90th Anniversary. Her memories were shared with and 

documented by the 90th Anniversary Committee.  

  

Gladys Brisk was five years old in August 1921 when her parents joined with other families to establish  

St. Luke’s English Evangelical Lutheran Church. Her parents originally came to Waukesha from 

Manitowoc, when her father followed his job with a church furniture company. Gladys remembered 

that the church was started in August because that is also the month of her birthday. Initial church 

services were held every Sunday in an upstairs floor of the YMCA building in Waukesha. A cupboard 

separated the room into two parts. Adults attended worship services on one side of the room, and 

Sunday School class was held on the other side. About 5 to 6 other children attended Sunday School 

with Gladys and her older sister. Mrs. Frank served as the Sunday School teacher and was very nice. 

Because the YMCA was a public place, worshipers couldn’t do too much to alter the space, but Gladys 

remembered activities like singing “Jesus Loves Me.”  

  

Children that were too young for Sunday School attended worship services with their parents. Gladys 

did not remember any nursery, or similar childcare. When Gladys was 11 years old, the congregation 

began worshipping at the red brick church. The church furniture company that employed Gladys’ 

father helped furnish the church. A company employee carved the altar pieces and her father helped 

make the pews. Many of these furnishings can still be seen in St. Luke’s present-day chapel. With the 

move to the red brick church, Gladys remembered that the Sunday School children were glad to have 

their own special place to meet. The children thought the new church was “real cute.” Throughout her 

years in Sunday School, Gladys recalled participating in all the Christmas programs. She and her 

classmates would dress up as angels or shepherds and recreate scenes from the Christmas story. They 

sang all of the traditional songs such as “Silent Night” and “Away in a Manger”. Gladys remembered 

that the church was “very pretty” at Christmas time. On Easter Sundays, Gladys would get up at 4 

a.m., find her Easter basket and then put on a new Easter dress to attend church.  

  

Gladys could still recite all of the books of the Bible, a confirmation class requirement. At age 13, she 

and about 15 classmates were confirmed at St. Luke’s. John 3:16 was her confirmation Bible verse. 

After her confirmation, she and her girlfriends formed a group called the Missionary Society. The girls 

met in each other’s homes. They shared lunch, read scriptures, and socialized. Friendships made in the 

Missionary Society carried into adulthood, as she and her friends started families of their own. When 

she was 16, Gladys participated in Luther League every Sunday night at church. Led by an adult leader, 

boys and girls gathered to listen to guest speakers and to hear readings from the Bible. Occasionally a 

pastor would visit with the group. Gladys met her husband, Clyde, while in school at Waukesha High 

School (now Central Middle School).  

  

Gladys had fond memories of the pastors who served at St. Luke’s. She recalled the closeness that 

members had with the pastors who served in the early years of St. Luke’s, when the congregation was 
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just beginning to grow. She remembered that Pastor Fritz had children her own age and that he was 

“very, very nice”. Although Pastor Lundeen was only at St. Luke’s for one year, she noted that he was 

“very kind” and that the congregation felt more settled. Members were glad to have a full-time pastor 

in place. On June 26, 1939, Pastor Kramer officiated at Gladys’ marriage to Clyde Brisk. Gladys had 

pictures of her wedding at the red brick church, including pictures of the sanctuary. Gladys was 

impressed by the fact that Pastor Cloninger “could stand by the door and say every single person’s 

name.” Pastor Elger was the “nicest man you could ever talk to.” She remembered Pastor Resheske 

coming to her home when Clyde passed away, talking with her and comforting her. Visitation pastors 

and communion visitors helped Gladys stay connected to St. Luke’s. Gladys advised new members of 

St. Luke’s to get acquainted with Pastor Liedtke, as he’s at the “top of the list” of pastors she had 

known. Gladys appreciated Pastor Boadwine helping her to locate individuals who could assist her with 

chores, thus allowing her to continue living in her own house. Gladys treasured friendships with Kathy 

and Sharon, connections made through St. Luke’s.  

  

St. Luke’s was also the church home for Gladys’ own family. Gladys had moving pictures of her sons, 

Thomas and David, dressed up at Christmas and Eastertime and heading for worship at St. Luke’s. 

When her children were young, Gladys served at many men’s dinners held at St. Luke’s. With her 

husband Clyde, Gladys gathered in the homes of fellow St. Luke’s members for Bible studies and 

Missionary Society meetings. Annual congregational picnics were held at parks throughout Waukesha. 

Both of Gladys’ sons were confirmed at St. Luke’s when they were 13 years old, and her son Thomas 

was married at St. Luke’s forty-two years ago. She remembered that Pastor Cloninger was ill and could 

not officiate, so daughter-in-law Martha’s Methodist pastor married the couple at St. Luke’s. Gladys 

recalled being sad when the red brick church building was knocked down in 1965, as she and Clyde 

were married there. She was 49 years old when St. Luke’s used the Park Theater as a temporary 

worship space while the current St. Luke’s church building was being constructed. Just as St. Luke’s has 

changed over the years, so had the city of Waukesha. As a young married couple, Gladys remembered 

enjoying time spent in downtown Waukesha. She recalls shopping downtown at Penney’s or getting 

ice cream on Friday nights with her young sons.  

  

Memories: Ernestine Wagner, daughter of Ben Torrison, Charter Member  
 

Ernestine Wagner attended the celebration for the 90th Anniversary. Her 

memories were shared with and documented by the 90th Anniversary 

Committee.  

  

Ernie (Ernestine) Wagner moved to Waukesha when she was three months 

old. She was seven years old in August 1921, when her parents joined with 

other families to establish St. Luke’s English Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

Ernie remembered going to the YMCA for church services in the early years of St. Luke’s. She went to 

Sunday School every Sunday and remembered listening to Bible stories.  
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Ernie remembered that the church youth were very fond of Pastor Lundeen, the pastor who served at 

St. Luke’s from 1927-1928. She recalled that he was a younger pastor and before leaving the church, 

he sang a song and all the young people cried. Ernie recalled memorizing many things for 

confirmation, such as the Ten Commandments and the meanings of everything, such as the Creed. The 

pastor taught her confirmation classes. Ernie and her classmates had to take oral and written exams 

before they were confirmed. Ernie was confirmed at the age of 13, and Pastor Hahn was the pastor at 

that time.  

 

Pastor Hahn had a daughter Ernie’s age and they remained friends even after his family moved to 

Texas. Ernie corresponded with his daughter into adulthood.  

  

Ernie and her girlfriends participated in the Missionary Society, meeting in each other’s homes and at 

church. At each meeting, roll call would be taken and the girls would answer with a Bible verse. Ernie 

remembered a friend who answered every roll call with "God is my refuge and strength”. At meetings, 

the girls would discuss Bible verses. Over the years, Ernie kept in touch with many of her Missionary 

Society friends. The Luther League was another activity that Ernie regularly participated in. Luther 

League met every Sunday night in the church basement. Boys and girls gathered to discuss Bible 

stories or lessons. At the age of 16, Ernie met her future husband, William Ogden Wegner. She invited 

him to join her at a Luther League meeting. He began going to meetings with her and later joined St. 

Luke’s. As a teen, Ernie helped Mrs. Steinman teach the kindergarten Sunday School class. Ernie ended 

up teaching Sunday School for ten years, until her first child was born. She also sang in St. Luke’s choir 

for ten years. Ernie remembered serving many dinners at St. Luke’s and waiting on the tables. She 

recalls attending church picnics.  

  

On June 26, 1936, Ernie married William Ogden Wegner. The wedding was held at the red brick 

church.  

 

William Ogden and Ernie had two daughters. They were baptized, confirmed, and married at St. 

Luke’s. As a young mother, Ernie remembered going to downtown Waukesha every Friday night. 

Everybody went downtown, you knew everybody, and friends would stop and talk. There were three 

or four dress shops, grocery stores and meat markets. Ernie would order her groceries, and they were 

delivered the next day.  

 

Memories: Grace Cloninger, wife of Reverend L. 

Glenn Cloninger  
Grace Cloninger shared some of her St. Luke’s memories with 

the 90th Anniversary Committee. Mrs. Cloninger was 97 years 

old and living near family in Sacramento, California. (Edited.)  

  

Reverend Glenn Cloninger and I, with 5-year-old Leo and 2-

year-old Paul, arrived in Waukesha late on the rainy 
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afternoon of September 3, 1942. Since the people who rented the parsonage were still living there, we 

went to Al Knapke’s for dinner. He then showed us how to get to Big Cedar Lake where my mother 

had a summer cottage. We stayed with her there and then moved in with her when she returned to 

Milwaukee. Glenn commuted to Waukesha during the week, staying with one of our members. The 

boys and I would take the Rapid Transit to Waukesha on Sunday to go to Sunday School and church. 

After church Glenn drove us back to Milwaukee, stayed overnight and returned to Waukesha on 

Monday. Finally on October 29, we moved into the parsonage and our family could be together again. 

Our son John was born on St. Patrick’s Day, March 17, 1944.  

  

All of our sons went to the Waukesha schools which at that time were right across the street from the 

parsonage.   

  

After serving St. Luke’s for 31 years, we left Waukesha on September 3, 1973, to retire to the family 

farm near Dallas, NC. Glenn died at home on December 11, 1991.  

  

I have so many vivid memories of our 31 years serving St. Luke’s that it is difficult to choose just one 

MOST vivid. Three vivid memories are that of building the new church, building the Parish House, and 

having the mortgage-burning ceremony just one year after we left.   

  

I am proud of so many things we accomplished, with the Lord’s help, during all those 31 years. One in 

particular is the musical program; I devoted much time to building it up. I am so pleased that two of 

my choir children are now serving St. Luke’s so capably – Phil Hanson in his position, and Joyce 

Brueggeman Ruck, who has taken St. Luke’s music program to beyond our fondest dreams.  

  

Probably the one accomplishment that I am most proud of is our work among the DPs (Displaced 

Persons) after World War II. They were mostly Hungarians and Latvians. I have kept in touch with 

some of them all these years. The family St. Luke’s sponsored was the Vilnins. Arvid, Erika and their 

daughter Raita, were living on the grandparent’s farm in Latvia. In 1944, the Nazi army conquered the 

little country while on their way to conquer Russia. The Russians defeated the Nazis, who then 

retreated, leaving Latvia at the mercy of the Communists. Some Latvians decided to flee and take their 

chances with the Germans. The Vilnins were moved about to five different camps until a sponsor and 

job could be found. St. Luke’s Lutheran Church became the sponsor, and Homer Williams (of the big 

Wern Farms Dairy) supplied the job and a house in which to live. St. Luke’s was buying houses on 

Carroll Street behind the church in preparation for making room for the new church. Pastor Cloninger 

asked the members to bring any household items they no longer needed to help the Vilnins furnish 

their home. The response was so generous with furniture, stoves, refrigerators, towels, etc. that the 

garages of the properties just purchased began to fill up. Vilnin’s home was furnished. St. Luke’s did 

not sponsor any more families, but word spread among other refuges that the pastor and people of St. 

Luke’s would help them get a job, a house to rent, and help to furnish their home. Pastor Cloninger 

was very good about finding the jobs and homes and the members continued to collect the necessary 

furnishings. At one time, there were about 200 refugees helped by St. Luke’s members. They all 
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became good citizens of the United States, and all their children went to college and got responsible 

jobs.  

  

As to how St. Luke’s influenced me personally, I would say that I am most grateful for the opportunities 

given me to develop what talents I had to serve my Lord and the people of St. Luke’s. I have had a long, 

happy, and satisfying life and look back fondly on the 30 plus years we served St. Luke’s.  

  

My prayer for you is that you will continue to serve the Lord and your people. Happy Anniversary!  

  

One of Mrs. Cloninger’s sons, Leonard, recalls St. Luke’s fondly as well with memories of fainting in the 

old red brick church when the air got too stuffy, the smell of coffee from the church’s kitchen, and 

rolling down the hospital hills while his dad was inside visiting patients, and tying cans on newlyweds’ 

cars.  

 

Memories: Kathy Gale, ERAs Executive Director since January 2001 
ERAs has worked in partnership with St. Luke’s since 1991, when we began 

helping older adults in Waukesha County.  We were known as Interfaith 

Caregiving Network at that point, and our agency received support from St. 

Luke’s to help get our programs started.   

Over the years, our agency has gone through a merger with RSVP (Retired and 

Senior Volunteer Program) and a name change, and your support – members 

volunteering, financial donations, and identifying older adults in need of help – 

has continued.  We are grateful that the members 

of St. Luke’s have welcomed us over the years to 

give presentations on how we can support older adults, adults with 

disabilities, and family caregivers; helped youth to go through senior 

sensitivity training to better understand the aging process and encouraged members to volunteer with 

us to help older adults in the community. In 2004, St. Luke’s helped our agency to begin a Christmas 

gift delivery program that has grown to provide gifts to more than 400 Waukesha County individuals 

each year.  Thank you, St. Luke’s for many years of partnership with ERAs! 

 Memories: Carolyn Huttner, One of  

Child Life Ministries Founders 

 

2021 also celebrates 25 years for Child Life Ministries, an integral and 

vital part of our mission, our values, and our ministries.  

 

In 1994, three grandmothers, Carolyn Huttner, Carol Lombardi, and 

Carol Redenz, had a shared vision to address a need in their 
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congregation and the Waukesha community at large. They were deeply 

concerned about children returning home after school while parents 

were still at work – a problem needing a solution. For two years, they 

met and planned, joined by Pastor Ted Romberg and Carol Wisniewski, 

Director of Education at St. Luke’s. Their goal was to provide excellent 

Christian based childcare. 

 

Carolyn Huttner has stories of meeting with the Council of Elders on 

more than one occasion to share their vision and to seek congregational 

and financial support to purchase a passenger van to gather the children 

from schools and bring them to the church. $19,000 was raised from the 

congregation and individual members for the van. 

 

With assistance from Carol Wisniewski, the three dealt with the myriad of issues regarding state 

regulations and licensing. On August 26, 1996, everything was in place and the doors were ready to 

open. Child Life Ministries began with 6 children, 3 of them Carolyn Huttner’s grandchildren. Carolyn 

said, “Not only were my grandchildren part of the program, but my great-grandchildren as well.” How 

cool is that! 

 

There were some adventures in those early days – a child locking himself in the closet, Pastor Romberg 

often having to drive the van, the Prayer, Service, Work group cleaning the classroom furniture, 

preparing special lunches for the staff and helping with the children. Jim Krueger, retired from the 

Postal Service, was often there to help with whatever needed doing. Carolyn Huttner and her aunt, 

Myrtle Ester, rode in the van on many days to help 

gather the children. 

 

From Judy Mayhew’s first class, Child Life 

Ministries grew and grew – more children and 

more programs. Over the years, before school care, 

preschool, full day childcare, infant and toddler 

care and in 2009, 4-year-old kindergarten were 

added. And, today, a dedicated and talented staff 

serves over 100 working families, providing 

Christian-based education and care! 

 

What a legacy has grown from these early seeds and vision. Child Life Ministries is part of our past, our 

present, and our future. 
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Memories: Don French and the Saratoga and Whittier Partnership 

Early in 2008, Pastor Gary Liedtke urged the congregation 

to think about ways St. Luke’s might reach out and 

partner with a school in our neighborhood.   Research 

pointed the team to Saratoga Elementary, the closest to 

St. Luke’s with a student population where 70% of the 

students lived at or below the poverty level.  Richard and 

Carolyn Huttner visited Saratoga and got the ball rolling.    

In April 2009, St. Luke’s signed a formal partnership 

agreement with the 

Principal of Saratoga, Jill Reis.  Volunteers helped with the-after school 

Homework Club, the Vex Robotics team, and helped teachers prepare 

for the school year.  St. Luke’s also partnered with the Salvation Army 

to help distribute food-filled backpacks every weekend.  We even 

repainted the playground lines as a Mission: Possible project.  We 

provided financial support as well as much-needed hats and mittens 

at Christmas.   

At the end of the 2009-10 school year, Saratoga closed as an elementary school, and because one-half 

of the Saratoga students were being transferred to Whittier Elementary School, St. Luke’s decided to 

approach Whittier, a minority-majority school where poverty is the norm, about transferring its 

partnership with Saratoga. We were up and running in Fall, 2010.   

We have had in-class volunteers helping teachers, 

and we have continued our partnership with the 

Salvation Army Snackpacks.  We have worked with 

four different Whittier principals: Jill Reis, Cynthia 

Gannon, Taheréh DeLeón, and Brandy Hart.  We 

provide 

volunteers 

when 

requested, 

Warmth for Whittier students and teachers (hot chocolate and 

comfort food during the winter), and regular financial support 

to help students and their families.    

We have become more a family than a partnership. We are 

committed to moving with the staff and students as they 

relocate to Hadfield. 
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Memories: Beverly Socha Wilke, daughter of Pearl Bronn Socha, Charter Member  

 
Mrs. Wilke and her husband, along with her brother George worshipped with us in the 100th 

Anniversary Celebration in August. She shared some of her memories growing up in the congregation. 

 
 I was baptized by Pastor Kraemer and confirmed by Pastor Cloninger. 
 
My husband, Harris Wilke and I were married by Pastor Cloninger at St Luke’s in the little red brick 
church, which is the current chapel, on August 15, 1954. 
 
I sang in the children's choir.  
 
I took organ lessons from John L Wheeler, who was the church organist about 1947-1950.  I went to 
Waukesha High School (now Les Paul Middle School) and during lunch I would cross the street and 
practice the organ at St Luke’s. There was a Christian Youth group in Waukesha, and they would do an 
Ecumenical Easter Sunrise service and I would play the organ for that. It was at different churches in 
Waukesha. I went on with organ lessons at Carroll College and graduated from Lawrence College in 
Organ Pedagogy. 
 
In 1949 I went to the National Luther League Convention in Roanoke, VA with some from our church 
and area. One person I remember from our church was Betty Zuehlke.  We took a bus with other 
youth from the area and stayed at Wittenberg College, Springfield, Ohio overnight. It was a good 
experience to meet Lutheran youth from all over the country.  We stayed at the homes of church 
members. 
 
My brother, George Socha, went to an International Lutheran Youth Convention in Hannover, 
Germany in about 1953. 
 
My mother, Pearl Bronn, was the Pianist when the church started.  Sometime a little later, my father 
sang in the church choir and that is how they met and later were married in my mother's home in 
1923 since there was no church building at that time. 
 

100th Anniversary Greetings  
    

Rev. Carl Engstrom, Associate Pastor, 1973-1975  
  
Dear People of God at St. Luke’s,  

   

Congratulations on celebrating 100 years of ministry in 

Waukesha.  That is a tremendous milestone and speaks well of the continued commitment of God’s 

people to bring the Good News of God’s Grace and Goodness to the community.  
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I was Associate Pastor, along with my wife, Charlene, from 1973 to 1975.  Though that was over 45 

years ago, we will remember our ministry there with fondness and the many good people of St. Luke’s.  

St. Luke’s was my first call to ministry, and you helped me grow in my skills and abilities to be an 

ordained pastor.  We are particularly fond of the great memories we have of being with the youth of 

St. Luke’s.  Remember all those retreats, and the almost dependable breakdown of the bus on the way 

home, bailed out by Jamieson’s furniture truck! What great times.  

   

Some health issues make it difficult for us to travel, and so regretfully we will not be able to join you in 

person during this centennial year.  But please know that we celebrate with you in spirit and with 

grateful and full hearts.  Blessings to you all as you continue in ministry, especially in these difficult 

times, into the next 100 years.  To God be the Glory!!  

   

In Christ’s Love and Peace,  

Rev. Carl J. Engstrom  

   
  

Pastor David L. Echelbarger and Pastor Christine Thomas-Echelbarger, Assistant then 

Associate Pastors, 1979-1987  

In 1979, shortly after Pastor Bill Genszler accepted a call to 

St. Luke’s, he visited us in Joliet, Illinois, where we were 

just finishing our seminary education. Pastor Bill, 

concurring with the bishop, recommended us to St. Luke’s.  

We joined him in June of 1979, each as a fulltime assistant 

pastor, and later associate pastors.  We served with Senior 

Bill Genszler for three years until his retirement.  We were 

the sole pastors during a sixteen-month senior pastor 

vacancy.  We then continued to serve with Senior Pastor 

Ted Romberg through June of 1987.    

   

We so appreciate that St. Luke’s was willing to call a husband-and-wife pastoral team, especially 

since the experience was new to the church.  Our time at St. Luke’s was invaluable as we learned 

from both senior pastors and you, the members of our congregation.  We are grateful for our 

shared ministry, your faithfulness, willingness to take a bold step, the care you extended to us and 

our small children and the many and invaluable lessons you and Pastor Bill and Pastor Ted 

provided for us. Our experience at St. Luke’s profoundly and positively shaped our future in the 

church. You hold a special place in our hearts, as we were blessed with the privilege of serving 

you, the people of God at St Luke’s.  We are most grateful! Thank you so very much!  
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 ost St. Luke’s  istory  

Beginning in July of 1987, we shared a one-and-a-half-time pastoral position at St. James in Marinette, 

Wisconsin, where Dave was also therapist and eventually the director of Lutheran Social Services.    

   

Five years later we were approached to become the senior pastors of Immanuel Lutheran Church in 

Negaunee, Michigan, calls which we accepted. Each of us served Immanuel full time for sixteen years.  

In 2008 we were asked to consider two full-time calls as senior pastors at Mount Pleasant Lutheran 

Church in Mount Pleasant, (Racine) Wisconsin.    We accepted the calls and served there for nine years 

until our retirement in 2017.  

   

Both of our children, Anna and David, were born in Waukesha and baptized at St. Luke’s.  Anna is 

married and is the mother of five children and lives on a small farm near Rudyard, Michigan.  She has 

degrees in education and community health.  David is married and has three children.  He has a Ph.D. 

in philosophy and is chair of the Philosophy Department where he teaches at the University of Mary in 

Bismarck, North Dakota.  

   

Two years after our retirement we moved back to Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, building a home near 

Marquette, Michigan.  

   

During our years of ministry, we have served on national church and synodical boards and ministries.  

Dave was the Dean of the Lay School for Mission in the Northern Great Lakes Synod for 12 years, 

developing a program that existed on four campuses. He also wrote a weekly newspaper column for 

twenty years.  

   

We deeply appreciate the start St. Luke’s gave to our ministry of 38 years.  We remember fondly our 

time with you in Waukesha.  May the Holy Spirit continue to inspire and guide you now and always.  

   

Pastor Christine Thomas-Echelbarger Pastor 

David L. Echelbarger  
   
 

Submitted by Pastor Ted’s daughter, Sue Frey    

Pastor Ted died suddenly at 79 on February 27, 2019.  His wife Sharon passed 

away on July 5, 2021, at age 83. 

 

Rev. Theodore Romberg, Senior Pastor, 1983-2004  
Sharon, Ted’s wife of 54 years kept pestering him to retire at 65 

years old so they would be able to enjoy more time with their 

grandchildren and travel.  Ted was a busy body, and it took him 

a while to ease into retirement.  He swam 3 days a week at 

Westwood Fitness, usually first thing in the morning.  
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Loved his coffee and sweet treats around 10:00 AM every day.  Ted and Sharon enjoyed having their 

grandchildren get off the bus after school every day and spent a lot of time spoiling them rotten.  They 

also enjoyed traveling out to Colorado multiple times of 

year to visit their oldest daughter and son-in-law and 

their four children.  Ted also enjoyed fishing on the local 

lakes of Waukesha with Sharon and his friends.    

   

Ted still enjoyed preaching at various churches in the 

community as a substitute when pastors were on 

vacation.  He enjoyed weekly prayer groups and working 

on multiple projects for his new church, Ascension 

Lutheran Church in Waukesha.  Ted also was very 

involved in The Hope Center, one of his passion projects 

for many years.     
 
  

Rev. Rod Resheske, Associate Pastor, 1987-2004  
Pastor Rod served St. Luke’s between 1987-2004.  After leaving St. 

Luke’s, Rod served Our Savior’s ELCA in Oconomowoc until his 

retirement in 2020.   

   

Rod & Sue live in Oconomowoc and love to spend time in their 

backyard and working on home-improvement.  Their children, 

Nick, Jonathan & Natasha live in the Midwest, and have blessed 

“Grandpa Rod & Grandma Sue” with seven grandchildren.  Each 

week finds G’pa & G’ma spending time with at least one of these 

precious little people.  

   

Rod & Sue enjoy traveling—locally, nationally, and internationally.  Since serving at St. Luke’s they 

have visited Tanzania, Australia, and Haiti.  They hope to travel more as pandemic restrictions ease.  

   

Retirement has been a blessing, allowing for time together as a couple during morning-coffee, walks 

around the neighborhood, and spending time with family.  Rod currently is creating space for a 

woodworking shop.  

   

Sue and Rod reflect upon their time at St. Luke’s with great fondness and thanksgiving—for the people 

they met, the friends they made, and the opportunities to serve.  They congratulate the congregation 

for 100 years of ministry and pray for many more of God’s blessings in the future.             
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Rev. David Redman, Visitation Pastor, 1988-1995  
 100 YEARS of faithful witness and ministry here in the community of 

Waukesha!  

  

What a glorious history St. Luke’s has to share in this neighborhood and 

reaching out from this place to many parts of the world God has given us.  

   

I count it an honor and privilege to be among the many pastors called to 

serve with all our faithful members in the opportunities our LORD has put 

before us through the years.   Those years for me were in the late 80’s and the first half of the 1990’s.  

   

As your visitation pastor, I was mostly somewhere other than here in church—except for three 

weekends each month when I led or assisted at worship or preached the Word.  Your parents or 

grandparents probably knew me better as I brought communion to them at home or hospital, or one 

of sixteen residential facilities visited monthly.  In several of these locations, I led a group devotional 

service each month on behalf of St. Luke’s.  

   

On my Sunday off, I was almost always filling in at a sister congregation for an ill or vacationing pastor 

or during a pastoral vacancy.  That was a practice I continued after my “official” retirement after 1998 

and included nine interim appointments as well.  That type of activity ended last year when the virus 

hit, so now I think I’m really retired!  

   

While noting statistics, I’ll mention that during my time at St. Luke’s, I led 95 funeral services (59 

members) along with welcoming about 50 new members—many from the 76 wedding services 

conducted and 22 baptisms.  As you read this, maybe you are one of these numbers.  Also counted 

were 6,140 individual visits.  

   

Lucy and I have been blessed with good health, as have also our three children and their families.  We 

currently await the birth of our third great-grandchild this summer of 2021.  We are thankful to still be 

in our own home in Fond du Lac to which we moved when we left St. Luke’s over 25 years ago.  

   

You’ve had a great century—filled with the blessings of our gracious God.  We were blessed to be able 

to share a small part of it with you by the grace of God.  May the second century that opens before 

you, be filled with His Word and mercy, both for you as God’s chosen child, and as a part of the people 

of God known as St. Luke’s Lutheran Church.  

   

Rev. Jonathan Breimeier, Interim Pastor, 2004  
I was born in Oak Park, Illinois, on a Sunday morning while my dad was preaching at Grace Lutheran 

Church, Northbrook.  We recently counted 18 Lutheran pastors my mother is directly related to, 

including her grandfather, uncle, cousin, husband, daughter, son-in-law version one and version two, 

grandson, son, daughter-in-law.  
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We moved to St. Louis when dad took a call to join the faculty at Concordia Seminary.  So, I grew up a 

Cardinals fan.  I have always enjoyed sports, both playing and cheering.  A seminary colleague of my 

dad’s took me to the 7th game of the 1964 World Series – the Cards beat the Yankees!  I was a pretty 

good student and decent athlete.  

   

I have a Bachelor of Social Work degree from Valpo.  I knew I wanted to do work which helped people 

being treated unfairly and people in need.  After working as a porter at Greyhound Bus Lines, a road 

sign maintenance man for the Missouri Highway Department, and various other jobs I felt a call to go 

to seminary.  

   

Christ Seminary Seminex was the result of the fight in the Missouri Synod in the 1970’s.  I received 

outstanding teaching from professors who had been my father’s colleagues.  Met my spouse, Cheri 

Johnson, in Gospels class.  Our wedding took place during the fourth game of the 1982 World Series, 

which the Brewers won – the game but not the series.  Cheri and I were ordained together in 1983; 

served first call together with Walt Wangerin, Jr. in Evansville, IN.   

   

Along came Hannah > a move to the south side of Chicago > along came Micah (Micah Leon Kenneth – 

MLK – born January 15).  Elijah, a surprise gift from God, came along 11 years after Hannah.  All three 

kids were born at home, attended by midwives.  

  

After seven years in Chicago, it was Cheri’s time to pastor full-time and mine to parent full-time.  The 

synod in Chicago could not find anything for Cheri to do, but the Greater Milwaukee Synod welcomed 

her enthusiastically, which led to a call to Florist Avenue Lutheran Church.  We lived in the parsonage.  

   

As Elijah grew older, and eventually started school, the synod used me as a part-time interim pastor.   

Subsequently, I have had several calls and multiple interim positions.  One of the interims was at St. 

Luke’s, Waukesha, which is where I got to know Pastor Laura.  

   

I am not as physically active as I used to be, or as I should be.  I relish walks out in God’s creation and 

good music of just about any genre.  

   

Pastor Kathy J. Boadwine, 2005-2018  
On March 1, 2018, I began a new adventure called retirement! For me it 

has been and continues to be a great journey. I have enjoyed the time 

with family and friends including trips to San Diego, St. Augustine, 

Sedona, Pittsburgh, Black Hills, Las Vegas (last trip before the pandemic).  

I continue to enjoy gardening, fishing, cross-country skiing, walking, 

jigsaw puzzles and reading.  I returned to worship at St. Luke’s in 

December 2019. It is great to be back in the community. I give thanks to 



81 
 

God for your 100 years of ministry and mission. May God guide you with wisdom and courage and 

vision as you embrace the future God has for you. It is all gift!  

 

Rev. Gary Liedtke, 2004-2015 Congratulations to the people 

of St. Luke’s as you celebrate 100 years of ministry and mission. 

You have an incredible history which only serves to catapult you 

into the future. Jodee and I were delighted to have been a small 

part of that history.  

Since leaving St. Luke’s we have genuinely enjoyed retirement. 

Our retirement home in the country, on a lake, has provided both 

wonderful relaxation and a never-ending list of projects. We have 

settled into our new church home at Dr. Martin Luther in 

Oconomowoc. We have traveled a great deal. We have enjoyed 

our 4 sons, 4 daughters-in-law, and now 7 grandchildren ranging from 16 to 3. All that is until this last 

year placed a damper on travels and seeing family and friends. But there is light at the end of the 

tunnel…THANKS BE TO GOD!  

  

Both Jodee and I were intentional about finding meaningful volunteer opportunities. Jodee quickly 

followed her passion to Penfield Children’s Center and serving children with special needs. Her ability 

to love unconditionally and dwell on the positive has been a balm to many. Gary quickly gave up 

golfing for the opportunity to volunteer at Lutherdale Bible Camp. After a major building project came 

to an end, he just kept going and week after week there is something to be done.  Together we have 

coordinated a support group for care providers of Alzheimer patients (generally spouses) and ushered 

at the Milwaukee Repertory. And then there is the constant and energy draining social justice issues 

and political upheaval.   

  

Our hopes and prayers are for St. Luke’s to continue her ministries of CONNECTING people with God 

within this faith community, GROWING people of all ages in their faith, and SERVING all whether they 

be next to you in the pew or halfway across the globe.  

   

God be with you and bless you now and always!     

Gary and Jodee Liedtke   

   

Rev. Karen Pahl, 2013-2015  
2013 - 2015: St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Waukesha, WI - Pastor   

2016 - 2017: St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Kenosha, WI - Interim Pastor   

2018 - Present: Lutheran Church of the Resurrection, Racine, WI - Senior 

Pastor     
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Rev. Debra Trakel, Interim Pastor, 2018  
Pastor Debra is an Episcopal priest who served at Saint Luke’s as part of the ELCA’s 

mutual covenant with her church: “Called to Common Mission.”  She has served on 

the staff of her diocesan bishop and as a called Pastor in three Episcopal churches.  

She is also a licensed psychotherapist, certified as a trauma specialist and a family 

mediator.  In these past years she has served as a certified and intentional interim 

specialist within five churches of the Greater Milwaukee Synod.  

   

Rev. Maren Hooper, Interim Pastor, 2019-2020  
I was only with you as a transition pastor for a few months, at the end of 

2019/beginning of 2020. But I thoroughly enjoyed my time with you all! Little did 

we all know that a pandemic would soon be upon us, but that is indeed what 

happened. My children suddenly became e-learners, and I took a Leave of Call to 

tend to educational and family matters. When the kids returned to school this 

year, the time felt right to seek a new call. Which led to my current position as 

Interim Pastor at St. John's Lutheran Church in West Allis. The ways we "do 

church" and "be church" are shifting, but I am confident that the Spirit is doing 

new and wonderful things among us!  Peace to you all, Pastor Maren Hooper    

   

Rev. Daniel Paulson, Spiritual Son of St. Luke’s 
Married:  Kathleen Paulson  

Children:  Gunnar, Robert, Lily, Isabella, and Otelia  

   

Currently serving Western North Dakota as an Interim Pastor  

Born in Waukesha in January 1947  

 Baptized the same month in St. Luke’s by Pastor Cloninger  

 Confirmed at St. Luke’s Spring of 1961 by Pastor Cloninger  

   

Daniel Paulson, after answering the call to ministry and attending Luther Seminary in St. Paul and 

earning a Master of Divinity degree, was called to Western North Dakota to serve.  Dan was ordained 

on February 9, 1997, at St. Luke’s.  Since that time, Pastor Dan has served congregations in Western 

North Dakota at Alexander, Arnegard, Mohall, Powers Lake (Kenmare, Niobe, and Battleview) as a 

fulltime pastor.  After retirement in June 2012, and a short break, pastor Dan has served five 

congregations as Interim Pastor.  

Pastor Dan has felt the call to ordained ministry since he was a very young boy, growing up in the 

community of Waukesha where he received nourishment from parents, grandparents (family) and 

especially the nourishment of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church.  That included blessings from Sunday School 

Teachers, Choir Directors, organists, and volunteers to Associate Pastors (Interns) and lead Pastor 

Cloninger, and especially the folks sitting in the pews every Sunday.  God’s grace has bestowed upon 

him both a blessing received and an opportunity to give.  
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Rev. Keith Kolstad, Spiritual Son of St. Luke’s 

 
When he was three months old, Keith Kolstad was baptized at St. Luke’s 

in the old red brick building. He participated in almost every ministry that 

St. Luke’s offered children and youth which helped him grow in faith and 

finally experience a call to ordained ministry. His wife, Karen (Jamieson), 

also grew up within the many ministries of St. Luke’s. Both Keith and 

Karen attended Carthage College and were married in 1981. Keith 

attended seminary at the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago, deeply 

grateful for the tuition support he received from St. Luke’s, graduating in 

1985. His internship was spent at St. John’s in Rock Island, IL. Both of their 

children, Jacob and Jacqueline, were born while he attended seminary. 

His first parish was Emanuel in Skandia, MI, and First in Trenary, MI. In January of 1996 he was called 

to be the associate pastor of Messiah in Marquette, MI. His present call to Zion in Marinette, WI, 

began the fall of 1998. While at Zion, he received a D.Min. degree in 2007 from Luther Seminary in 

congregational mission and leadership. In 2010, he spent a three-month sabbatical in Dar es Salaam, 

Tanzania, working with an English-speaking congregation that was a part of the of Azania Front 

Lutheran Cathedral. Keith and Karen are blessed with two grandchildren, Morgan and Reid.   

 

Rev. Evan Mayhew, Spiritual Son of St. Luke’s 

  
Pastor Evan Mayhew was baptized, confirmed, and practically lived at St. 

Luke’s Lutheran Church as he was growing up.  Having one parent on 

staff, one parent as a confirmation teacher, and three siblings who were 

heavily involved, most of his formative years were spent in children’s 

choir and bells, youth group, and eventually youth leadership positions.  

These experiences, alongside summers at Lutherdale Bible Camp, led to 

Evan feeling a call to ministry while in high school.  After majoring in 

Theatre and Film at UW-Madison, working three years on staff at 

Lutherdale, and a year of working as a youth pastor at Dr. Martin Luther Church in Oconomowoc, WI, 

Evan enrolled in seminary at the Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago (LSTC).  While there, he 

pursued an emphasis in interfaith dialogue and completed an internship at New Life Lutheran Church 

in Bolingbrook, IL.  At the end of his seminary journey, he was thrilled to return to St. Luke’s to be 

ordained in August 2018.  Pastor Evan now enjoys serving as an Associate Pastor alongside two other 

pastors at St. John Lutheran Church in Joliet, IL where he oversees Youth & Young Adult Ministry 

(Middle School through 20-30s).  He is excited to be returning home to preach as a part of the 100-

year celebration and honored to be a part of St. Luke’s rich history of raising up leaders in the church. 
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100 Years of Shepherds  
Watching Their Flock 

 

 
Pastors               Assistant Pastors 
Rev. W.C. Stump-1921-1922 (Organizer)                        Rev. Ellsworth Dean Skow-1955-1956 
Rev. Charles E. Fritz, 1922-1927                                       Rev. Curtiss Brandt-1958-1959 
Rev. Walter A. Lunden-1927-1928                                   Rev. Lee Evans-1959-1960 
Rev. A.A. Hahn-1928-1938                                                Rev. Mark Wild-1961-1962 
Rev. Irwin R. Kraemer-1938-1942                                    Rev, Richard Mohl-1962-1965 
Rev. L. Glenn Cloninger-1942-1973                                 Rev. Robert Bingea-1965-1969 
Rev. Benjamin Elger-1973-1978                                       Rev. Carl Engstrom-1973-1975 
Rev. G. William Genszler-1979-1982                              Rev. Michael Obinger-1976-1979 
Rev. Theodore Romberg-1983-2004      Rev. Christine Thomas Echelbarger-1979-1987 
Rev. Gary J. Lietdtke-2005-2015                                       Rev. David Echelbarger-1979-1987 
Rev. Kathy Boadwine-2005-2018                                                                      
Rev. Karen Pahl-2013-2015                                                                                                                                                
Rev. Doug Andersen-2016-2018                                       Visitation Pastors 
Rev Lindsay Jordan-2018-present                                   Rev. Christian Breest-1978-1987 
                                                                                                Rev. David Redman-1988-1995 
Associate Pastors        Rev. James Olia-2004-2007                            
Rev. Benjamin Elger-1970-1973        
Rev. Rod Resheske-1987-2004                                           Bridge Pastors                                                                              
Rev. Steven Bogie-2020-present                                       Rev. Carol Hegland-2004                                          
            Rev. Debra Trakel-2018 
Interim Pastors          Rev. Elizabeth (Betty) Barnes-2019 
Rev. Victoria Brundage-2004         Rev. Maren Hooper-2019-2020 
Rev. Jonathon Briemeier-2004                                                                           
                                                                                                        
Seminarian Student Assistant Pastors                              Deaconess                                                                                             
Dean Skow-1953                                                                    Sister Elaine Dunlap-1948-1955                  
Boyd Nelson-1954                                                                 Sister Ruth Hobbs-1956-1967       
                                                 Sister Susan Eckhoff-1963-1967                                                                                    
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St. Luke’s Pastors Through the First 100 Years    

 

 

 

  

Rev. W. C. Stump       Rev. Charles Fritz        Rev. Walter Lunden   Rev. L. Glenn Cloninger  Rev. Benjamin Elger 

Rev. Christine Thomas-Echelbarger, Rev. David                          Rev. Karen Pahl, Rev. Gary Liedtke, Rev. Kathy  

Echelbarger, Rev. G. William Genszler                         Boadwine 

  Rev. Ted Romberg            Rev. Rod Resheske       Rev. Doug Andersen  Rev. Lindsay Jordan      Rev. Steve Bogie 
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St. Luke’s Lutheran Church  istory Timeline 
1921 Six families meet to plan and organize St. Luke’s  

    Thirty-nine Charter members gather for worship on August 31  

    First Baptism, Allen Charles Duehring, on September 11 

  First confirmation class of six adults, October 30  

1922 First Pastor, Reverend Charles E. Fritz, installed on April 1  

Land purchased for the Red Brick Church on the corner of Grand and Carroll 

1925 Decision made to build the Red Brick Church on the land, July 19  

1926 Contracts for the church building were finalized  

Groundbreaking services and Cornerstone laid  

  Construction began using old paving stones from the streets of Waukesha  

1927 Dedication of the Red Brick Church, March 27—200 members  

    St. Luke’s began to grow  

1930’s  Financially difficult years for St. Luke’s following the Great Depression. Pastor and 

members work together to keep their church.  

       St. Luke’s continued steady growth  

1931    Sunday School reaches a new high of 165 children  

1939    St. Luke’s began holding two worship services each Sunday  

1941 Celebration of the 20th Anniversary  

1942 Pastor Kraemer resigned to become a US Army chaplain, June 

  Pastor Cloninger installed to begin his 31 years of service, September 2  

    Purchase of the parsonage on Carroll Street in November  

1943 Sunday School attendance reaches 435 and membership grows to 900  

1944 Mortgage on the Red Brick Church burned  

                           Financial appeal successful as plans made for needed expansion  

1946  Celebration of the 25th Anniversary complete with a dinner at the Avalon Hotel 

Property purchased at the NW corner of Grand & College, then sold  

    Three properties purchased on Carroll Street for the Parish House   

1948  First Deaconess, Sister Elaine Dunlap installed in September. She served as Director of 

Christian Education from 1948 until 1955  

1950’s  Congregation sponsors and helps relocate in Waukesha, several displaced families from 

war-ravaged Europe following WW II  

1951 Second financial appeal results in $150,000 for a new Parish House  

1952 St. Luke’s reaches over 2,000 members  

1953 Construction of the Parish House approved  

  Groundbreaking for the new Parish House (now Hospitality area, Fellowship Hall, and 

church offices) replacing buildings formerly used for Sunday School, meetings, and 

other events  

1954 Dedication of the new Parish House Christian Education Facility 

1956  Four worship services every Sunday and seven services on Easter and Christmas. The 

little Red Brick Church was bursting at the seams 
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1958   Miss Susan Norman first woman elected to serve on the Church Council  

1960                  Miss Susan Norman elected to serve as the first woman Council President  

1962                  Reception celebrates Pastor and Grace Cloninger’s 20 years at St. Luke’s  

1964 Pastor Cloninger receives an Honorary Doctor of Divinity degree from 

Carthage College  

1965 Last service in the Red Brick Church, August 15  

                           Interior of the Red Brick Church dismantled, August 21  

Altar, pews, lectern, and baptismal font kept for new church chapel  

                          First service in the Park Movie Theatre 

                          Groundbreaking for the current church, August 29  

                          Razing of the Red Brick Church, September 21  

The Senior Citizen group meets for first monthly potluck luncheons organized by Shirley 

Harrits (continued until early 2020 when the Pandemic halted many activities) 

1966 Cornerstone laid for current church, October 9  

                           Dedication of the new St. Luke’s, December 18  

1967 First confirmation class of 56 members held in the new church 

1969  The Endowment Committee and Endowment Fund established  

1970                  Pastor Benjamin Elger, a spiritual son of St. Luke’s, called as an Associate Pastor  

1973    Pastor Cloninger retires after 31 years of faithful service  

1975                  Burning of the mortgage, June  

1979                  Pastor G. William Genszler installed as Senior Pastor.  

Pastor Christine Thomas-Echelbarger becomes first woman pastor to serve St. Luke’s, 

and she and her husband were the first married couple to serve as a pastoral team in 

the area.  

1981 Celebration of 60th Anniversary in November. Charter members Helen Tans, Pearl 

Socha, Lester Frank, and Pastor and Mrs. Cloninger were honored guests  

1982 Mrs. Genszler reaches into the community to provide one-to-one tutoring for adults in 

Basic Education and English as a Second Language. Her efforts result in a non-profit  

agency, Literacy Council of Greater Waukesha, now merged with Literacy Services  

1983 Pastor Romberg called to serve, October  

1985  Authorization given for a Building Committee and the hiring of Charles Slater as 

architect for building and remodeling  

1987  Pastor Resheske installed as Associate Pastor 

                           Pastor Romberg leads efforts in the founding of the Cooperating Churches of Greater 

Waukesha non-profit (today’s HOPE Center)  

1989 Addition and remodeling started totaling nearly $1,000,000   

Elevator, larger main floor restrooms, and two classrooms on the lower level added  

1990 Dedication of the addition and remodeled areas of St. Luke’s, November  

Amigos led by John Maile, Dick Sommers, and Bill Addie begin to meet weekly and 

provide St. Luke’s with thousands of hours of maintenance, repair and care for the 

buildings and grounds of the church  



88 
 

1992 GIFT (Growing In Faith Together) Bible study group began directed by Kris 

Kromrei Lombardi as part of her Youth and Family Life Ministries 

1996    Celebration of the 75th Anniversary in July:  

  Remembering Yesterday, Celebrating Today, Anticipating Tomorrow  

Child Life Ministries starts, August.  Carolyn Huttner, Carol Lombardi, and 

Carol Redenz begin an after-school care program, then childcare, followed 

by a preschool 

2000  Mt. Meru Coffee Project introduced to St. Luke’s by Sue Resheske 

Major building and equipment improvement project including tuck pointing 

the exterior, computer hardware & software, lighting, projection and sound 

systems, kitchen upgrades  

Global mission trip to Ukraine 

  Satellite ministry church, St. Luke’s II, started  

2003 Helen Tans, the last charter member, joins the community of Saints  

Global mission trip to El Salvador 

2004 Completion of the major building and equipment improvement project  

Pastor Ted Romberg retires after 21 years at St. Luke’s 

2005 St. Luke’s II disbanded and most attendees then attend St. Luke’s  

    Mission Exploration Team (MET) formed to develop a comprehensive future plan 

   New Mission Statement developed:  

Helping people make a life changing connection with Jesus Christ, St. Luke’s is a faith 

community committed to connecting, growing, and serving  

Pastor Gary Liedtke and Pastor Kathy Boadwine called to serve as a pastoral team 

2006 Neighborhood Outreach organizes “Mission: Possible” outreach and service team for 

multiple activities throughout the community including permanent benches for the 

Waukesha Food Pantry  

2007 St. Luke’s begins Fine Arts Ministry Team  

St. Luke’s forms partnership with Saratoga Elementary School 

2008 St. Luke’s first of several mission trips to New Orleans after Hurricane Katrina 

  First trip to Pine Ridge Indian Reservation  

     First Tuesday book discussion group started 

  Saratoga Elementary closed and our partnership transferred to Whittier Elementary  

2009 Celebrated 25 years of Godsbells 

2011      Celebration of the 90th Anniversary:  Living Stones, Shining Lights 

2012               Kelli Zelinger visits Tanzania and explores the possibility of a partnership 

2014 Members of St. Luke’s participate in a congregational Bible study, “The Bible in 90 Days” 

  Capital Campaign for the Sanctuary Renewal Project begins  

                           St. Luke’s delegation to Tanzania learns about 8 potential partner sub-parishes 

2015 Adult Service Trip to New Orleans—10 years after Hurricane Katrina, February 

Pastor Gary Liedtke retires after 10 years of service 

Director of Music, Joyce Ruck, retires after 37 years of service  
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    Approval meeting held for the Sanctuary Renewal Project  

    Michael Schaner installed as Director of Music  

           ELCA Youth Gathering in Detroit and service project 

First maize and beans appeal. Pastor Elias Lema visits and a covenant of 

Partnership signed with the eight congregations of Maroroni, Samaria, and 

KilimaMoja parishes  

2016 Adult Service Trip to help people in Appalachian Kentucky, April 

Plowshare Fair Trade Marketplace & Education for Peace Kate Delaney Jolin 

Peacebuilder Award recipient 

Sanctuary Renewal begins, April 11 

Worship moves to the lower level in Fellowship Hall, April 17  

                           The Apostles moved to west wall of the Chapel  

                           Last worship in Fellowship Hall, December 4  

2017 Dedication of the renewed Sanctuary, Narthex, and Hospitality Center, January  

               Adult Service Trip to Camp Restore in Baton Rouge after 2016 flood damage, March 

                           Youth service trip to Colorado Springs 

  Celebration of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation 

2018 Pastor Kathy Boadwine retires after 13 years  

Adult Service Trip to Houston, Texas, after Hurricane Harvey, April 

St. Luke’s opens its doors for tours as part of Waukesha’s Preservation Days  

Youth service trip to Long Island New York 

Second Waukesha delegation visits Tanzania, and Ascension Lutheran signs covenant 

agreement with Samaria parish 

  2018 Liturgical/Interior Design Award by Faith & Form Magazine for renovation work 

2019 Adult Service Trip to Camp Albemarle, North Carolina, after Hurricane Florence 

Pastor Lindsay Jordan installed as Senior Pastor  

Youth service trip to West Virginia 

Care and Prayer Team commissioned 

Pastor Nathan Makenge and Baraka Melitha visit Waukesha, and we celebrate renewal 

of our partnership with Maroroni and KilimaMoja parishes 

2020 100th Anniversary Planning Committee begins to meet 

Adult Service Trip to Panama City, Florida, after 2018 Hurricane Michael, February  

Pastor Steve Bogie installed as Associate Pastor  

                          Worship looks very different during a world-wide pandemic 

    Worship and church activities move to online. Zoom becomes a part of our lives 

  Partnered with Blessings in a Backpack to feed students at Whittier over the weekends  

2021  Celebration of 100th anniversary:  100 Years of Being Fed at God’s Table 
   Celebration of 25 years of Child Life Ministries supporting working families everyday  

                           Seven St. Luke’s Endowment Centennial Scholarships presented  

Youth service trip to Milwaukee 

                           Waukesha Education Foundation Community Partner Award recipient  
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A Place at the Table 
For everyone born, a place at the table,  

For everyone born, clean water and bread,  
A shelter, a space, a safe place for growing, For 

everyone born, a star overhead.  
  

And God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy, Yes, 
God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy.  

  
For woman and man, a place at the table,  

Revising the roles, deciding to share,  
With wisdom and grace, dividing the power,  for 

women and man, a system that’s fair.  
  

And God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy, Yes, 

God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy.  
  

For young and for old, a place at the table,  
A voice to be heard, a part in the song,  

The hands of a child in hands that are wrinkled, For 

young and for old, the right to belong.  
  

And God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy, Yes, 

God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy.  
  

For just and unjust, a place at the table.  
Abuser, abused, with need to forgive,  
In anger, in hurt, a mind-set of mercy, 
For just and unjust, a new way to live.  

  
And God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy, Yes, 

God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy.  
  

For everyone born, a place at the table,   
To live without fear, and simply to be,  

To work, to speak out, to witness and worship, For 

everyone born, the right to be free.  
  

And God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy, Yes, 
God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy. 

  
 Copyright: For Everyone Born, A Place at the Table. Words: Shirley Erena Murray @ 1998 Hope Publishing 

Company. Reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net #A-727601. All rights reserved.  
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Special Recognitions and Thanks 
 

Richard and Carolyn Huttner   

 For their dedication and diligence in gathering and organizing the history of 

St. Luke’s and taking photographs. Without their conscientious work and 

dedication in establishing our History Area, this book would not have been 

possible. The Congregation of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church is thankful for all 

your hours of work. Well done, good and faithful servants!  

 

The  eople of St. Luke’s  

Who have lived and served faithfully for 100 years, providing community to each other and to those in 

need, committing to being a downtown church and leaving a lasting legacy which has given us the 

strong foundation to carry forward into the next 100 years. 

  

Kathy Pederson, Diane Voit, and Sharon Wood 

For doing 100 years of research to compile St. Luke’s history, encouraging the writing of the Love to 

Tell the Stories series that appeared in monthly Epistles, and for their diligence in selecting photos 

used in this publication.  

 

The 100th Anniversary Planning Committee 

Thank you to the members of the committee who met for two years both in person and via Zoom to 

prepare for the celebration on August 21, 2021. 

Michelle Bedalov, Chair & Pictorial Directory 
Diane Voit, Community Outreach, Publicity, and Communications 

Kathy Pederson, Visual Arts and Hospitality  
Ed Raether, Stewardship, Fundraising, and Budget   

Sandy Hendrickson, Hospitality 
Sandy & Neal Buntrock, Celebration Dinner 

Michael Schaner and Joyce Ruck, Music  
Sharon Wood, History 
Pastor Lindsay Jordan 
Pam Olson, Visual Arts 

Doug and Sharon Milway 
Kyle Bedalov 

Jodi Geibl 
Chris Jackson 
RJ Hildebran 

Ron Staub 

THANKS BE TO GOD!  
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Our Mission, Vision, and Core Values 

The Mission of St. Luke’s: 
Helping people make life changing connections with God through Jesus Christ.  
 
The Vision of St. Luke’s: 
St. Luke’s is a faith community committed to Connecting, Growing, and Serving. 
 
Core Values of St. Luke’s: 
Honoring God and serving Jesus Christ: 

• We share Jesus Christ and make disciples. 

• We worship God together. 

• We are curious, courageous, and open to the Holy Spirit. 

• We celebrate children and lift up families as they are. 

• We practice kindness and uphold the dignity of each individual. 

• We are committed to being an inclusive community of grace. 

• We stand ready to serve and advocate for our neighbors. 

• We honor our past and look to God’s future for us. 
 
 
 

THANKS BE TO GOD! 


