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Courtney Stangl 
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Liz Anderson 

Preschool Administrator 
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  The Epistle March 2022 
On Membership 
In a recent sermon, I said something that 
caught a few people’s ears.  I preached, “Jesus 
doesn’t need us to be members of the church.  
Jesus needs us to be active disciples.” I was 
critiquing the Christian church’s membership 
model that teaches people to join churches 
because of the benefits they’ll receive. I was 
reminding us that Jesus calls us to follow him – 
to be disciples – without regard for what we 
might gain. 
 
I’ve been thinking about church membership 
quite a bit.  After all, we’ve received new members recently.  At the same 
time, a membership review committee has been contacting people who 
haven’t been active in the past few years.  We are asking them to tell us 
what they want us to do with their membership at St. Luke’s and inviting 
them back into active participation.  
 
Of course membership in the church assumes that a person is first and 
foremost an active disciple-follower of Jesus Christ in this Christian 
community. St. Luke’s governing documents remind that “It shall be the 
privilege and duty of members of this congregation to: a) make regular 
use of the means of grace, both Word and sacraments; b) live a Christian 
life in accordance with the Word of God and the teachings of the 
Lutheran church; and c) support the work of this congregation, the synod, 
and the churchwide organization of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America through contributions of their time, abilities, and financial 
support as biblical stewards.”  
 
“Affirmation of Baptism,” the ritual used to receive new members echoes 
the rite of Holy Baptism in its expectations for disciple-followers of Jesus. 
In it, people promise to live in accordance to the “covenant God made 
with you in holy baptism: to live among God's faithful people, to hear the 
word of God and share in the Lord's supper, to proclaim the good news 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ: 
 
We are coming into the Lenten season, and it is during this time when we as 
Christians reflect and prepare for the coming of Easter Sunday. During this 
season for Lent, Discipleship Training and the Youth Group want to engage in a 
ministry outside of the church. They want to serve God by serving others, and 
this year they will get an opportunity to serve with Grace Lutheran Church of 
Kenosha helping them with the ministry of diapers. 
 
Grace Lutheran has been at the forefront of providing diapers for families that 
cannot afford such items. This is a great responsibility for Grace Lutheran; a 
responsibility that they may not be able to handle on their own. As published in 
the Kenosha News, by Melinda Tichelaar, “The average child uses thousands of 
diapers before they’re finally potty-trained, and diapers are not cheap. They can 
cost anywhere from 30 cents each on Amazon to 60 cents at a corner store. Most 
middle-class parents with cars and credit cards have them delivered, or stock up at big-box retailers. But it’s 
not as easy for parents without transportation who are struggling to make ends meet. That’s where programs 
like the diaper pantry at ELCA Outreach Center, 6218 26th Ave., and the Infant Moses ministry at Grace 
Lutheran Church, 2006 60th St., come in. Both distribute free diapers and wipes to parents in need. ‘Anything 
helps,’ said mother Kathleen Aiello.”  
 
Now one might think an easy option for this situation would be to stock up with cloth diapers. Yet, cloth 
diapers may not be a good option for families in need. “Anyone who might suggest using cloth diapers may 
not understand that many poor people do not have washers and dryers. In addition, many laundromats won’t 
allow diapers in the washers, and laundry soap can be a luxury,” said ELCA Outreach Center Assistant Director 
Danielle Nixon.  
 
Furthermore, the idea of saving money by buying diapers and wipes in bulk at a big-box store is an impossible 
dream for many parents in poverty. As ELCA Director Karl Erickson states, “Transportation is a huge issue. You 
are not going to Sam’s Club because you don’t have a car and you don’t have a membership. You can’t go 
online to order because you don’t have a credit card, it’s a spiral.” 
 
These issues can make it very difficult for parents in poverty to be able to purchase the basic resources they 
need for their family. This is how St. Luke’s Lutheran Church can help with this awesome ministry. During Lent 
this year, we will collect diapers and wipes to help ease the suffering for families in need. I invite all that are 
able to contribute to this ministry to purchase wipes and diapers in a variety of sizes.  We will place a box in 

(Continued on page 3) 

of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, and to strive for 
justice and peace in all the earth…” 
 
It is a privilege to be part of a worshipping community that lives out its faith in ministry with each other. I 
encourage all of us to be actively following Christ in and through this community of faith: Worship together 
weekly, pray for each other without ceasing, read the scriptures regularly, serve without expectation of 
return, develop relationships that foster faith, and give to God generously. 
 
In March we enter into Lent, a time to deepen our Christian practices.  I pray that you’ll use the season to 
consider how you engage our Lord through this Christian community as active disciples of Jesus Christ. May 
you find more ways to follow our Lord in life and ministry as members at St. Luke’s.  

(Continued from page 1) 
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St. Luke’s Lutheran  
Church 

Core Values 
 

Honoring God and serving  
Jesus Christ, 
1. We share Jesus Christ and 

make disciples. 
2. We worship God together. 
3. We are curious, courageous, 

and open to the Holy Spirit. 
4. We celebrate children and lift 

up families as they are. 
5. We practice kindness and    

uphold the dignity of each  
individual. 

6. We are committed to being an 
inclusive community of grace. 

7. We stand ready to serve and 
advocate for our neighbors. 

8. We honor our past and look to 
God’s future for us. 

 

In Our Church Family 
 

Baptisms 
Sayla Grace Detmer 

January 29 
 

Evelynn Ann Anderson 
January 30 

 
Eric Nathan Gorecki 

January 30 

The deadline is  
Tuesday, 

March 15th  
to turn in items for the  

April issue of  
The Epistle. 

March Council Contact 
Bill Oliver 

bill.dreamcatcher@sbcglobal.net 
414-339-1876 

the Narthex to collect these items, and our youth group accompanied 
by adults will transport the items to Grace Lutheran in Kenosha. I look 
forward to this exciting opportunity of collaborating with Grace 
Lutheran Church and our youth as we do God’s work with our hands 
as a team. I thank you for your support and love while we continue to 
help those in need. 
 
Many blessing during this most holy time of year, 
Pastor Steve Bogie       

(Continued from page 2) 

Annual Meeting Review 
St. Luke’s Lutheran gathered for its Annual Meeting, Sunday, February 
13, following the completion of the first service.  Elections were held, 
the annual spending plan was approved, and the congregation ratified 
constitutional provisions found in chapters 10-14 of the Governing 
Documents approved at a special meeting in December. 

Council Elects Congregation Officers 
The Church Council elected officers for the congregation at its 
February meeting.  Below are the council officers, committee 
representatives, and the current council members: 
 
Officers 
President:  Brian Edlbeck 
Vice President:  Bill Oliver 
Secretary:  Ashley Bregantini 
Treasurer: Laura Cameron 
 
Committee Representatives 
CLM Rep from Council: Jody Geibl 
Finance and Stewardship:  Laura Cameron 
Facilities:  Don Grossman 
Personnel:  Anne Marie Vassalotti 

Current Council Members 
Brian Edlbeck 
Tim Grove 
Ashley Bregantini 
Laura Cameron 
Bill Oliver 

 
Jody Geibl 
Anne Marie Vassaloti 
Don Grossman 
Rob Riedel 
Natalie Warnes 
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Lenten Meals 
A simple meal will be served at 6:00 p.m. on the 
Wednesdays of Lent, following Ash Wednesday. Join 
us in the Hospitality area for fellowship and food: 
Wednesdays, March 9, 16, 23, 30, and April 6. 

Parade Tragedy: Helping A SLLC Member  
When tragedy struck the Waukesha Winter Parade, 
a St. Luke’s youth was in the band. Connor Tank was 
playing cymbals when he was hit and injured. Since 
then, he has been recuperating from his injuries.  
You may know Connor from his involvement in our 
youth group, the many times he has served as an 
acolyte, the solos he plays on piano, or the time he 
accompanied the choir with his oboe. A fund has 
been established at the Church to help the Tank 
family as they recover from this tragedy.  To add 
your generosity to the fund, simply place your gift in 
a clearly marked envelope that indicates that it is for 
the “Cymbals of Love” fund.   

Overflow Shelter Update 
The renewed overflow shelter for people experiencing homelessness had a ribbon cutting ceremony, 
February 7.  This is good news for people who struggle to find housing.  The Housing Action Coalition has 
been hard at work renovating the overflow shelter for use.  If you’d like to contribute to this worthwhile 
ministry in our community, check out their wish list at: https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/
MTV12PZ67FN7?ref_=wl_share 

Justice, Law, History: Search Bible Study  
This quarter, Search Bible Study focuses on Old 
Testament scriptures and interactions between the 
ideal of justice, God’s pursuit of justice in history, 
and God’s gift of the law.  First, we explore how 
leaders of God’s people must rely on God’s law as 
they administer justice. Then, we’ll focus on God’s 
justice in the lives of God’s people and in the gift of 
the law. Finally, we’ll examine situations in which 
justice seems absent. Join us as we reflect on the 
interplay between God’s vision for a just world, the 
law as a guide for justice-making, and history as the 
location where divine justice takes on flesh.  
Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m.  

Attending Ash Wednesday 
Wednesday, March 2, is Ash Wednesday. We will 
gather as God's people to enter into Lent, the 
season of repentance and renewal at 7:00. 
Throughout the world, Christians will observe this 
holy day by hearing and receiving a reminder of our 
mortality. The words are stark: "Remember that you 
are dust and to dust you shall return." The sign of 
this reminder is even starker: Ashes in the shape of 
the cross. In this action, we liturgically remember 
our eventual death with a sign of our hope in the 
face of death: the cross. This is an important festival 
of the church year. All members of the church 
should attempt to be present for it. 

Lent: Turning Toward God’s Abundance 
Lent is an important season for Christians. It is a time 
of repentance, turning to God and asking for God’s 
goodness to wipe away our sins and show us how to 
live anew. Lent also turns us toward Easter and the 
abundant life God offers through Jesus Christ. Our 
Midweek services (following Ash Wednesday) will 
turn us toward God’s abundance by focusing on five 
divine attributes drawn from the gospel texts for the 
Sundays of Lent.  We’ll examine faithfulness, mercy, 
compassion, forgiveness and love as we worship 
together using Holden Evening Prayer, scripture, 
poetry, and silence. Join us for the Wednesdays of 
Lent at 7:00 p.m.  March 9, 16, 23, 30, and April 6. 

Lenten Devotionals Available 
We have Lenten devotionals available from 
Augsburg Fortress called Grace Unbounded. They 
center around the Gospel of Luke, the Gospel we 
read during the season of Lent this year and are 
available on the Welcome Center for everyone. 
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Mt. Carmel Concert 
On Sunday, March 6th at 
3:00 pm, Michael Schaner, 
Director of Music 
Ministries, will perform in a 
concert at Mount Carmel 
Lutheran Church in 
Milwaukee, 8424 W. Center 
St. The entrance is on 
84th St. He will perform 
selections on their Casavant 
organ, along with other 
musicians from the greater 
Milwaukee area. For more 
information, contact 
Michael, or see the poster 
on the Music & Fine Arts 
bulletin board near our 
parking lot entrance. 

Music Camp 2022 
Please save the dates of July 25-
29 for Music Camp 2022! Online 
registration will open April 25th. 
We will again offer two camps: 
9:00-11:30 am for students 
entering kindergarten and 
1st grade with Ms. Anna Kate 
Morris, Angel Choir director; and 
9:00-3:30 for students entering 
2nd-7th grade with Mr. Schaner. 
We will also be looking for adult 
and youth volunteers. The cost of 
the morning session is $25, and 
the full day session is $50. If you 
have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact Mr. Schaner 
at mschaner@stlukeslutheran.org  
for more informaton. 

Music & Fine Arts at St. Luke’s 
presents Wisconsin 
Philharmonic Shining Stars 
On Tuesday, April 5th at 7:00 pm Music 
& Fine Arts at St. Luke’s will once again 
present the winners of the Wisconsin 
Philharmonic’s Shining Stars auditions 
in recital. For several years St. Luke’s 
has been proud to provide space for 
these local middle and high school 
students who have auditioned for 
scholarships and the chance to 
perform in this recital. Tickets will be 
available at the door. 

Music News   

Michael Schaner 
Director of Music Ministries 

Ext. 304 
schaner@stlukeslutheran.org 

Thank you to everyone who attended Michael Schaner’s organ recital on Friday, January 28th either in person 
or virtually! With the freewill offering we raised over $700 for the Music & Fine Arts fund and the continued 
maintenance of our marvelous pipe organs.  

As we look forward to Easter and prepare to enhance the church with palm 
trees and spring flowers, we invite you to consider donating toward this      
worship space beautification.  Your gift can be made in honor of, or in memory 
of loved ones, special events, or a ministry. 

As has been our tradition, flowers will be delivered to our homebound 
members during the Easter season to hopefully brighten their lives. 
 
The suggested donation for a plant/flower is $20, however any          
donation will be appreciated.  Each gift will be included in a special  
memorial mention in the Easter bulletins. 

Easter Flowers 

mailto:mschaner@stlukeslutheran.org
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Cindy Maigatter 
Financial Administrator 

Ext. 205 
finance@stlukeslutheran.org 

Epistle Online 
Are you still receiving a 
paper copy of The 
Epistle in the mail?  
Reading The Epistle 
online saves paper and 
postage, allows you to 
print only the pages you 
want, includes live links, 
and is in full color.  If 
you would like to 
receive our weekly Connections email and our monthly newsletter, 
The Epistle, by email please contact the church office at 262-542-2545 
or office@stlukeslutheran.org. 

March Monthly Mission:  Hope Center 
St. Luke’s supports the Hope Center each month 
with $400.  All gifts will help offset this amount from 
our General Fund. 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 
Do you have a special designation for your Thrivent 
Choice dollars?  All Thrivent Choice dollars are held 
in the Memorial Fund as undesignated and will be 
assigned a purpose as needed. If you know where 
you want your Thrivent Choice dollars to go, please 
let us know by calling or emailing Cindy in the 
finance office.  Thank you! 

Use your phone to give.  
Point your QR reader at 
this graphic to be directed 
to Omella to make an 
online gift.  

Memorials & Honorariums 
In gratitude we received memorials this past month to support the ongoing ministry of St. Luke's. You, too, 
can memorialize others with gifts to St. Luke's. You can also honor loved ones with honorariums given to St. 
Luke's. Memorials and honorariums will be listed here each month. During the past month, the following 
memorials and honorariums were made: 
 
In Memory of  Given By  Designation 
John Johnson Janet Christenson Undesignated 
Carol Jorvig Daniel Jorvig Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Carol Jorvig Family of Carol Jorvig Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Janet Kleist Orval Kleist Altar Guild 
Mike Murowski Sue Bangle Undesignated 
 
 100th Anniversary Appeal 
In Honor of / In Memory of  Given By  Designation 
Richard Bickett Marianne Gilpatrick Paraments 
Richard Bickett Char Maile Paraments 
Richard Bickett Marlene Nettesheim Paraments 
 Keith & Judy Jurkowski Paraments 
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Courtney Stangl 
Director of Child Life Ministries 

Ext. 129 
262-522-6738 

cstangl@stlukeslutheran.org 

Liz Anderson 
Preschool Administrator 

Ext.101 
262-522-6747 

landerson@stlukeslutheran.org 

Child Life Ministries 

 

Looking for a way to help out CLM that is as easy as online shopping?  Use the CLM Amazon wish list to 
contribute: 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/25T5EMH05UHKQ/ref=hz_ls_biz_ex? 

Calling All 2-Year-Olds!  
St. Luke’s Preschool offers a special opportunity for children who will be 2 years of age by 9/1/22. The “First 
Steps to Preschool” program is an educational and faith-based child-and-adult class that meets once a week 
from 9:00 to 11:00am during the school year. “First Steps” is a mini-preschool morning geared to 2-year old. 
attention spans and energy levels. Come play and learn with an early childhood professional and meet other 
families and friends. “First Steps” families also receive first priority when it’s time to register for fall 2023       
3-year old Preschool classes, which is a great advantage! Call now for information on this wonderful program. 
Grandparents, aunts, uncles, caregivers-all are welcome! 
 
3 & 4-Year Old Preschool  
Limited openings remain for children who meet the age requirements and are toilet trained by September 1, 
2022. 3-year old classes meet 2 mornings each week and 4-year old classes meet 2 or 3 half days each week. 
Classes follow the Waukesha school year calendar.  One popular option for 4-year old families at St. Luke’s is 
to attend Preschool classes AND our School District of Waukesha 4K classes, making a full-day learning 
experience a few times a week. There are still opportunities this spring to visit and participate in a class 
before the school year ends in May! Please call to set up a time to see our classrooms in action and bring 
your child or grandchild to join the fun! Preschool classes are open to all, but St. Luke’s members receive a 
5% tuition discount. Contact Liz at 262-522-6747 or landerson@stlukeslutheran.org.  
 
Hurry to take advantage of these unique educational opportunities right here at St. Luke’s! 

Congratulations to St. Luke’s Child Life Ministries Pre-school for being the 
co-winners of Hulafrog’s Most Loved Preschool award for 2022!  If you are 
looking for a preschool, or know someone who is, please check out St. 
Luke’s.  All of Hulafrog’s winners can be viewed on their website below: 
 
https://hulafrog.com/waukesha-lake-country-wi/most-loved-winners?
fbclid=IwAR19iIfX68UE6A7ZsCeHfyKVAotMEjrtKkhWJQOcaTyXrtu5PUPn9T
JBJ0Y 
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New Member Sessions 
All those wishing to become members of the congregation are 
invited to attend a new member’s session between services on 
the Sundays listed below.  We meet to talk about what 
membership at St. Luke’s means, get to know others who are 
becoming members, and prepare for the reception of members. 
New members will be received into the congregation during 
worship the following Sunday with an Affirmation of Baptism.  
Dates for new member sessions and reception to the 
congregation are: 
 
Session  Affirmation of Baptism 
May 15, 2022  May 22, 2022 
Sept. 18, 2022  Sept 25, 2022 
 
To be a part of one of the sessions, call the church office at  
262-542-2545.  

Welcome to the Font Baptismal 
Gatherings 
Pre-baptismal gatherings, Welcome to 
the Font, are scheduled quarterly. This is 
a time for parents preparing for baptism 
to join together with other parents while 
learning about God’s work for them and 
their children in Holy Baptism. Our next 
Welcome to the Font gathering is 
scheduled on Tuesday, March 8 from 
6:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m. 
  
Baptisms are scheduled only after 
attending a Welcome to the Font 
gathering. Call the church office with any 
questions: 262-542-2545. 

Sunday School welcomes children that are between the age of 3 to 12. Sunday School is a space that can 
include the presence of parents, grandparents, guardians, and mentors. We begin in the sanctuary at       
9:30am after worship with an opening, and then break into small groups for 
a Bible lesson and activity. Sunday school ends at 10:15 am. The children can 
be picked up near the hospitality area on the main level of the church.  
 
Lesson Schedule for March 
Date  Book  Lesson Name  
March 6 1 Samuel God Shows Samuel Who the King Is  
March 13 1 Samuel God Helps David Defeat Goliath  
March 20 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
March 27 NO SUNDAY SCHOOL   

Sunday School 

First Communion Education 

Mark your calendar—Holy Communion education class with Pastor Steve is approaching!  We will learn 
about Holy Communion, play some games, and be fed lunch. It will be an awesome day led by the Holy 
Spirit!  This one-day event will complete the requirements needed to be able to receive First Communion on 
Maundy Thursday. 

 
Class:  Saturday, April 9, 2022 from 10:00 a.m. until 2:00 p.m. 
First Communion:  Maundy Thursday, April 14th, 2022 

 
Please reserve your spot with Jennifer in the office.  262-542-2545 or office@stlukeslutheran.org. 
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Youth News 

High School Youth Group 
March Activities 

3/6  HSYG  12n-2pm 
3/13  Cinnamon Rolls 7:30am – 12n 
3/20  HSYG  12n-2pm 
3/27  No HSYG  

 
Looking ahead –   

4/6   Host Lenten Soup Supper (5p-7p) 

4/17  Easter Pancake Breakfast 

Discipleship Training (DT) 
Come join us in the Youth Room on Sunday mornings during the 9:15 
Education Hour for Discipleship Training. Get ready to explore and learn 
more about your faith.  Friends are always welcome. 
March Activities 

3/2 Lenten Mentorship Kickoff 
  Attend 7pm Ash Wednesday Service with your mentor  
  Brief Mentorship kick off meeting following service  
3/6 Adiaphora – Pt 2 
3/9 Lenten Mentorship – 6pm-8pm 
3/13 Holy Week Walk Plan/Build  
3/16 Lenten Mentorship – 6pm-8pm 
3/20 No DT 
3/23 Lenten Mentorship – 6pm-8pm 
3/27 No DT 

 
Looking ahead –  

4/3  Holy Week Walk Plan/Build  
4/6   Lenten Mentorship – 6pm-8pm 
  Host Lenten Soup Supper (5p-7p) 
4/9  Passion Week Walk setup 9a-12n 
4/10  Passion Week Walk during the Education Hour  

(8:15a Final Setup, 9:15a Present Passion Week, 
10:15a Breakdown/Clean-Up) 

4/17  Easter Pancake Breakfast 

Diaper Ministry Service 
Project 
During Lent, Discipleship 
Training (DT) and High School 
Youth Group are collecting 
diapers (all sizes) and wipes for 
the Infant Moses Ministry at 
Grace Luther Church in 
Kenosha to help ease the 
suffering of families in need.  A 
box for collecting diapers and 
wipes will be in the narthex.  
After Easter St. Luke’s youth (& 
adult chaperones) will 
transport the donations to 
Kenosha. See Pastor Bogie’s 
article for more information. 

HS Summer Trip 2022 
With the ELCA National Youth 
Gathering being cancelled, we 
have been in conversations 
with a few different 
organizations to determine our 
options for this summer’s trip.  
At this point it looks like 
partnering with Lutherdale to 
offer a combination summer 
camp/mission trip option the 
week of July 31st - August 6th is 
our best option.  We are 
working out details and will be 
scheduling a meeting soon.  
Please watch the weekly 
Connections and the bulletin 
for more information on an 
information meeting. 
If you missed the 2022 High 
School Summer Trip 
informational meeting in 
January, are currently in 8th-
12th grade and are interested in 
going, please contact Cari 
(youth@stlukeslutheran.org) as 
we are currently assessing 
interest and finalizing options.   

Cinnamon Rolls Fundraiser 
Stop by the Youth Table for a Yummy Cinnamon Roll (or two) 
Sunday, March 13th, 9:15am-11:45am 
Cost:  Freewill Donation 
The monies collected from the March Cinnamon Roll Sales will be split 
50/50 to offset costs for the Summer Mission Trip and to purchase diapers 
and wipes for the Infant Moses Ministry.  A matching challenge grant has 
been issued.  A donor will match all monies raised from sales of March 
Cinnamon Rolls (up to $500). 

mailto:youth@stlukeslutheran.org
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Prayer Shawl  
St. Luke’s Prayer Shawl Ministry is for 
YOU but we need YOUR help. When 
you know of someone who may be 
hurting or needs a lift, please 
consider sharing love and prayers 
with a prayer patch, prayer shawl, or 
lap robe.  During the knitting or 
crocheting of each item, prayers 
are given for the recipient. They are 
then blessed and an inspirational 
saying is enclosed. Please join our 
ministry by distributing our 
handmade items located in the 
church’s history hall.  

Electing a Bishop 
A Bishop Election Committee has been formed in the Greater Milwaukee Synod in preparation for the Bishop 
Election at this year’s Greater Milwaukee Synod Assembly, May 20-21, 2022. The Synod Council has 
appointed co-chairs Vickie Stretz and Rev. Vicki Watkins, as well as a committee of six others who have 
volunteered for this important work. The council also approved a process for identifying and lifting up the 
views and gifts of possible nominees for the office of synod bishop, as directed by Resolution 4 from the 
2009 Synod Assembly. 
 
For the first step in that process, we are inviting people to submit names and contact information of possible 
nominees to the election co-chairs using the email, bishop.election@gmselca.org. Any ELCA rostered 
minister of Word and Sacrament is eligible to be a nominee. The deadline for submissions is March 15, 2022. 
 
As names are submitted, the co-chairs will contact the pre-identified persons and request the submission of 
an information form. All of those willing to be part of the pre-identification process will be invited to 
participate in a video session where they will respond to designated questions. These videos will then be 
available for viewing on the Synod website prior to the Synod Assembly until midnight on Sunday, May 15. 
The committee will be sharing information updates and the availability of the videos on the webpage and 
the Synod weekly e-news (sign up at milwaukeesynod.org/subscribe). 
 
We look forward to your participation in this process. If you have a suggestion for a question to put forward 
for the video interviews, please send it to bishop.election@gmselca.org. 
 
It is important to note that the pre-identification process provides the opportunity to learn about the views 
and gifts of possible nominees, but that the first ballot at the Synod Assembly begins the election process 
with an open (ecclesiastical) ballot to write in the name of any Minister of Word and Sacrament on the 
roster of the ELCA.  
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Tanzania Partnership Corner  
Maroroni and Kilima Moja Parishes            
Samaria Parish &   
Ascension Lutheran Church 

A Picture Is Worth 1000 Words  
Maranatha Nursery School. In 2020, the Penuel 
congregation started a primary school called 
Maranatha Nursery School for under 5-year old 
children, church similar to our Child Life 
Ministries program at St. Luke’s. English is being 
taught to the little ones. Rev. Ndetaulwa Mbise 
shared this photo of the students enjoying the 
swing as Maranatha is in its second year. Rev. 
Mbise is the Pastor in Charge of KilimaMoja after 
the accidental death of Pr. Pallangyo who had 
the dream of starting a school like this. 
 
Maroroni Milling Machine. The milling machines 
at Maroroni parish that St. Luke’s sponsored are 
pictured. The machines are able to grind corn 
into flour. The parish has set up this service as a way to raise funds for the expenses of the congregation. 
 
New Website Launched. The Greater Milwaukee Synod Meru Partnership Committee is proud to announce 
the launching of the new website, www.partnerswithmeru.org.  This platform will provide a place to share 
our stories of the relationships with our Brothers and Sisters in Christ in Tanzania that St. Luke’s and 24 other 
GMS partner congregations are experiencing.  The link is on St. Luke’s Partnership page. Check it out for 
many more images of the blessings of our partnerships in Tanzania. 

http://www.partnerswithmeru.org
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We Love to Tell the Stories…100 Years of Being Fed at God’s Table 
The St. Luke’s faith community has been blessed greatly over the last 100 years with caring, loving members 
living out our mission of helping people make life-changing connections with God through Jesus Christ. St. 
Luke’s is a faith community committed to connecting, growing and serving. 
 
This month, our story is about the daughter of a charter member and her memories of the earliest days of St. 
Luke’s. Beverly Socha Wilke and her husband, along with her brother George worshipped with us in the 100th 
Anniversary Celebration in August.  She shares with us some of her memories growing up in the 
congregation: 
 

I was baptized by Pastor Kraemer and confirmed by Pastor Cloninger. 
 
My husband, Harris Wilke and I were married by Pastor Cloninger at St Luke’s in the little red 
brick church, which is the current chapel, on August 15, 1954. 
 
I sang in the children's choir.  
 
I took organ lessons from John L Wheeler, who was the church organist about 1947-1950.  I went 
to Waukesha High School (now Les Paul Middle School) and during lunch I would cross the street 
and practice the organ at St Luke’s. There was a Christian Youth group in Waukesha and they 
would do an Ecumenical Easter Sunrise service and I would play the organ for that. It was at 
different churches in Waukesha. I went on with organ lessons at Carroll College and graduated 
from Lawrence College in Organ Pedagogy. 
 
In 1949 I went to the National Luther League Convention in Roanoke, VA with some from our 
church and area. One person I remember from our church was Betty Zuehlke.  We took a bus 
with other youth from the area and stayed at Wittenberg College, Springfield, Ohio overnight. It 
was a good experience to meet Lutheran youth from all over the country.  We stayed at the 
homes of church members. 
 
My brother, George Socha, went to an International Lutheran Youth Convention in Hanover, 
Germany in about 1953. 
 
My mother, Pearl Bronn, was the 
Pianist when the church 
started.  Sometime a little later, my 
father sang in the church choir and that 
is how they met and later were married 
in my mother's home in 1923 since 
there was no church building at that 
time. 

 
The blessings of the Holy Spirit continue… 
 
Do you have a story you want to share? 
Contact the church office. We love to tell 
the stories. 
 

John & Pearl Socha, from St. Luke’s 1980 church directory 

St. Luke’s Centennial Scholarships Applications Available 



 

March 2022 Connecting, Growing, Serving The Epistle 
 13 

Discover the St. Luke’s Reredos  
The reredos is the ornamental wood partition 
behind the altar. The 12 Apostles pictured (below) 
were part of the St. Luke’s reredos until the 
renovation project that started on April 10, 2016. 
The wooden carvings of the Apostles were then 
relocated to the Chapel. 
 
The 22-foot cross from the first reredos was moved 
forward and hung in the center of the chancel. The 
lower part of the cross became part of the eternal 
flame. 
 
Focus on the two images on the reredos 
background: 
The glass image on the right represents the River of 
Life with the water flowing from the throne of God.  
On the left: The Tree of Life with leaves of the tree 
for the healing of the nations. This imagery from 
Revelation 22:1-2 ties to St. Luke being a physician.   

Notice that 
the stained-
glass panels 
on the left 
mimic 
images in 
the right. 
 
Why do we have great acoustics? Many of the 
wooden panels used on flat surfaces are acoustical 
wooden panels. If you get close enough to them, 
you’ll notice that there are tiny holes across their 
surfaces. Without these panels, the sanctuary would 
be very echoey.  

St. Luke’s Centennial Scholarships Applications Available 
In honor of the 100th anniversary of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, the Endowment Committee decided to offer 
six St. Luke’s Lutheran Church Endowment Fund Centennial Scholarships in 2021.  It has been decided that 
these $500 centennial scholarships will be offered annually.   St. Luke’s wants to support our members who 
are pursuing post-secondary education in service occupations such as the ministry, the medical field, or 
education. Application forms can be found in the Spotlight section of the church website and will be due by 
May 1 to the church office for consideration. Scholarship recipients will be notified, and the awards will be 
presented in June.  Click here for an application:  https://stlukeslutheran.org/centennial-scholarships/ 
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Extending Care for You 
Our pastors make regular phone calls and visits to people in need of pastoral care. If you would like pastoral 
care from one of our pastors, please call the church office at 262-542-2545. This is especially important if you 
are going through life-transitions, illness, or trauma. If you change your address or enter a care facility or re-
hab center, please update the church office with your contact information.  

Laurie Rohrwasser  
Care & Prayer Ministries  
Coordinator  
lrohrwasser@ stlukeslutheran.org  
phone extension: 204  
 
Jennifer Dopke  
Administrative Assistant  
office@stlukeslutheran.org  
phone extension: 300  

Pastor Steve Bogie  
Associate Pastor  
pastorsteve@stlukeslutheran.org 
 phone extension: 302  
 
Pastor Lindsay Jordan  
Senior Pastor  
pj@stlukeslutheran.org  
phone extension: 303  
 

St. Luke’s Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday 
8:00am - 4:00pm 
 
The office phone number is 
262-542-2545.  

Prayer Ministry 
How can we pray for 
you, a friend or a 
loved one?  
Our Prayer Team is 
here for prayer 
support during the 
trials and joys of 

daily life. If you or someone you 
know needs prayer for any reason, 
or if you have any questions, 
please contact Laurie at 
lrohrwasser@stlukeslutheran.org .   
Perhaps there is someone you 
know who could use a note of 
encouragement or get well 
wishes, I’d like to know that also.  

Prayer Team 
What a privilege it is to lift up the needs of others before 
God! The need for prayer and prayer-ers grows daily! 
Please consider becoming a member of our Prayer Team. 
No meetings and passing on requests is not needed. 
You will receive prayer requests via email or if so 
desired, a direct phone call from a designated person. 
You are asked to pray daily for that request. No specific 
time or type of prayer. Simply ask God to guide you as 
you pray. Did you know you can pray anywhere and at any time? How 
about in the shower or brushing your teeth? What about when you’re 
at one of your children’s practices or games? How about while waiting 
for an appointment? All are acceptable places to pray. Prayer time can 
be as long or as short as you choose. All we ask is that you lift these 
people up daily in prayer. Please consider this vital ministry, I can 
promise you, you will never regret it! 
Contact Laurie lrohrwasser@stlukeslutheran.org for more information 
and/or to be a part of this ministry team. 

Women of Faith 
Women of Faith has been discussing the book “Bad Girls of the Bible: And What 
We Can Learn from Them” by Liz Curtis Higgs. Through her wit, humor and honest 
personal story, Liz draws us into the Word and helps us see that we indeed can 
relate to the women of scripture and learn from them. This study does not 
require that you attend every session so it is not too late to join us.  We meet on 
the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays from 6:30-8:00 P.M. We will be meeting virtually until 
further notice. Contact Laurie Rohrwasser at lrohrwasser@stlukeslutheran.org for 
a Zoom invite. Liz Curtis Higgs book can be purchased through Amazon as a Paperback, Kindle or Audiobook 
or choose to purchase from your favorite bookseller. The book includes study questions.  

mailto:lrohrwasser@stlukeslutheran.org
mailto:lrohrwasser@stlukeslutheran.org
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Tuesday, March 1 
8:30 a.m. Needle & Thimble 
9:30 a.m. 1st Tuesday Book Club 
4:00 p.m. OA 

 
Wednesday, March 2 

Ash Wednesday 
9:30 a.m.  Search Bible Study 
6:00 p.m. Godsbells 
7:00 p.m. NA 
7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Worship 
8:00 p.m. Voices of Faith 
 

Thursday, March 3 
9:30 a.m. Prayer Shawl 
4:30 p.m. Joyful Noise 
6:00 p.m. Saints & Sinners 
 

Saturday, March 5 
5:00 p.m. Worship 

 
Sunday, March 6 

8:15 a.m.   Worship 
9:15 a.m. DT 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
10:30 a.m. Worship 
11:30 a.m. Executive Committee 
6:00 p.m. Men’s AA 
 

Monday, March 7 
8:00 a.m.  Amigos 
6:45 p.m. Al-Anon 
8:00 p.m. Women’s AA 

 
Tuesday, March 8 

8:30 a.m. Needle & Thimble 
4:00 p.m. OA 
6:30 p.m. Welcome to the Font 
6:30 p.m. Women of Faith 
 

Wednesday, March 9 
9:30 a.m. Search Bible Study  
6:00 p.m. Lenten Meal 
6:00 p.m. Godsbells 
6:30 p.m. CLM Board Meeting 
7:00 p.m. Lenten Worship 
7:00 p.m. NA 
7:45 p.m. Voices of Faith 

 
Thursday, March 10 

4:30 p.m. Joyful Noise 
6:00 p.m. Saints & Sinners 

 
 

Saturday, March 12 
5:00 p.m.  Worship 

 
Sunday, March 13 

Daylight Saving 
8:15 a.m. Worship 
9:15 a.m. DT 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
9:30 a.m. Mt. Meru Coffee Sales 
9:30 a.m. Men’s Chorus 
9:30 a.m. Cinnamon Roll Sales 
10:30 a.m. Worship  
6:00 p.m.  Men’s AA 
 

Monday, March 14 
8:00 a.m.  Amigos 
6:45 p.m. Al-Anon 
8:00 p.m. Women’s AA 

 
Tuesday, March 15 

8:30 a.m. Needle & Thimble 
4:00 p.m. OA 
6:00 p.m.  Finance Committee 
6:30 p.m. Congregational Council 

 
Wednesday, March 16 

9:30 a.m. Search Bible Study 
5:30 p.m. Facilities/Maintenance 
6:00 p.m. Lenten Meal 
6:00 p.m. Godsbells 
7:00 p.m. Lenten Worship 
7:00 p.m.  NA 
7:00 p.m. GIFT 
7:45 p.m. Voices of Faith 

 
Thursday, March 17 

9:30 a.m. Prayer Shawl 
4:30 p.m. Joyful Noise 
6:00 p.m. Saints & Sinners 
 

Saturday, March 19 
5:00 p.m.  Worship 

 
Sunday, March 20 

No Sunday School or DT 
8:15 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. Worship   
6:00 p.m.  Men’s AA 

 
Monday, March 21 

8:00 a.m.  Amigos 
1:00 p.m. Sarah Circle  
6:45 p.m. Al-Anon 
8:00 p.m. Women’s AA 

Tuesday, March 22 
8:30 a.m. Needle & Thimble 
4:00 p.m. OA 
5:00 p.m. WI Philharmonic Shining 
 Stars 
5:30 p.m. Personnel Committee 
6:30 p.m. Women of Faith 
 

Wednesday, March 23 
9:30 a.m.  Search Bible Study 
6:00 p.m. Lenten Meal 
6:00 p.m. Godsbells 
6:30 p.m. NA 
7:00 p.m. Lenten Worship 
7:45 p.m. Voices of Faith 
 

Thursday, March 24 
5:30 p.m. Stewardship Meeting  
 

Saturday, March 26 
5:00 p.m. Worship 
 

Sunday, March 27 
No Sunday School or DT 
8:15 a.m. Worship 
9:30 a.m. Mt. Meru Coffee Sales 
10:30 a.m. Worship 
6:00 p.m. Men’s AA 
 

Monday, March 28 
8:00 a.m. Amigos 
6:45 p.m. Al-Anon 
8:00 p.m. Women’s AA 

 
Tuesday, March 29 

8:30 a.m. Needle & Thimble 
4:00 p.m. OA 
 

Wednesday, March 30 
9:30 a.m. Search Bible Study 
6:00 p.m. Lenten Meal 
6:00 p.m. Godsbells 
7:00 p.m. NA 
7:45 p.m. Voices of Faith 
 

Thursday, March 31 
11:00 a.m. Worship @New Perspective 
4:30 p.m. Joyful Noise 
6:00 p.m. Saints & Sinners  

St. Luke’s Calendar for March 2022 
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