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Church Office Hours: 
8:00am—4:00pm 

Monday-Friday 
 

Phone:  262-542-2545 
Fax:  262-542-1254 

 
E-mail:  

office@stlukeslutheran.org 
 

Website:  
www.stlukeslutheran.org 

Facebook:  facebook.com/
sllcwauk 

 
Pastor Lindsay Jordan 

Senior Pastor 
Ext. 303 

pj@stlukeslutheran.org 
 

Pastor Steve Bogie 
Associate Pastor 

Ext. 302 
pastorsteve@stlukeslutheran.org 

 
CLM Child Care 

6:30am—6:00pm 
Monday –Friday 

(unless otherwise noted) 
 

Courtney Stangl 
Director of Child Life  

Ministries 
Ext. 129 

262-522-6738 
cstangl@stlukeslutheran.org 

 
Liz Anderson 

Preschool Administrator 
Ext.101 

262-522-6747 
landerson@stlukeslutheran.org 

 

  The Epistle January 2022 
Resolving Faith Growth 
It’s the season in which many of us make 
resolutions. Some of us say, “I resolve to lose 
weight.” Others may say, “I resolve to spend 
less time on the computer.” Still others might 
resolve to be better at calling family 
members. 
 
Having resolutions that challenge us to grow 
in faith is also a good thing. Committing 
ourselves to cultivate faith practices can be 
very rewarding. New Years is a perfect time 
to do just that. 
 
It has been said that the more specific a 
resolution, the better motivating it is. There’s something about being 
specific in a resolution that makes it more attainable. Perhaps it is because 
it becomes more tangible the more specific it is.   
 
Here are some specific resolutions that could help you grow closer to 
Jesus: 

I will spend ten minutes each day in prayer. 
I will read my Bible ten minutes a day. 
Each week I will choose a verse from our scripture lessons to 

memorize. 
I will worship each week. 
I will encourage others to be in worship. 
I will invite somebody to worship once a month. 
I will volunteer at Whittier Elementary because of my faith in Jesus. 
I will use my voice to encourage others and not to tear others down. 
I will volunteer to serve at the church. 
I will attend a Bible study. 
I will watch for visitors in worship and strike up conversations with 

them.  
I will memorize the 10 Commandments and the Catechism’s 

explanation to them. 
 
If you’re hoping to grow in faith, you might wish to choose a couple 
resolutions from the list, or craft your own. Be specific about your 
resolution and find ways to live it out. 

300 Carroll Street Waukesha, WI  53186-4787 

Helping people make 
life-changing connections with 

God through Jesus Christ, 
St. Luke’s is a faith community 

committed to connecting,  
growing, and serving. 
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I bless the Lord who gives me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs me. 
I keep the Lord always before me; because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 

Therefore my heart is glad, and my soul rejoices; my body also rests secure. For you do not give me up to 
Sheol, or let your faithful one see the Pit. You show me the path of life. In your presence there is fullness of joy; 

in your right hand are pleasures forevermore. 
Psalm 10:7-11 NRSV 

 
Brothers and sisters in Christ: 
 
It is the New Year, and our preparation for the coming of the Christ child is now over. The Christmas 
festivities were fantastic as this community celebrated the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with word and 
song. What an honor it was to celebrate one of the most anticipated church seasons of the year with this fine 
community of faith. Christmas for me has always been a time to reflect how blessed we are as children of 
God. It is fascinating that Christmas is a time in humanity that we can point to a specific place in history and 
see God’s work at hand. How awesome that we can be witnesses to God’s work in this world that ultimately 
brings us perpetual life. 

 
Even though Christmas is over, one of the joys of the season this year was the ability to jump into themes for 
each week of Advent. Themes about God’s promise, God’s and our preparation, God’s presence in the world, 
and the peace that is given to us by God all helped to fill our spiritual needs during the holiday season, 
especially after the Waukesha Christmas parade event. After such trauma, it is good that Jesus comes to bring 
peace to the world, a peace that passes all understanding. What an absolute blessing for our community of 
faith. 
 
This Advent we also saw the return of our children-led Christmas program. It was awesome to see children of 
different ages work together to make this year’s program memorable. It was a blessing to have the gift of the 
children’s Christmas program this year.  
   
We now look forward to Epiphany. Epiphany is the Christian festival held on January 6 that honors the coming 
of the Magi to the infant Jesus Christ. It was during this meeting that the Magi saw Christ’s birth in a very 
clear way. They saw Christ’s birth as God’s revelation to the world that would bring peace, hope, and life for 
all. 
 
It is an absolute blessing for me to be a part of a community that 
celebrates their faith with such joy and delight. One of the dreams I have 
had, which has now been fulfilled, was to serve this community of faith 
during a Christmas season. I am overjoyed that I was able to be with this 
fine community during this most holy time, and I will forever be grateful 
for the opportunities that St Luke’s gives me in ministry. Thank you and 
blessings for all that you do.  
 
Peace be with you all, 
Pastor Steve Bogie       
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St. Luke’s Lutheran  
Church 

Core Values 
 

Honoring God and serving  
Jesus Christ, 
1. We share Jesus Christ and 

make disciples. 
2. We worship God together. 
3. We are curious, courageous, 

and open to the Holy Spirit. 
4. We celebrate children and lift 

up families as they are. 
5. We practice kindness and    

uphold the dignity of each  
individual. 

6. We are committed to being an 
inclusive community of grace. 

7. We stand ready to serve and 
advocate for our neighbors. 

8. We honor our past and look to 
God’s future for us. 

 
 

In Our Church Family 
Funerals 

Lois Manicke 
December 8 

 
John Johnson 
December 29 

The deadline is  
Friday,  

January 14th  
to turn in items for the  

February issue of  

The Epistle. 

 

1. The Council would like to thank Ed Raether for his many years of 
dedicated service on several committees as he “retires” from his 
positions. 

2. We would like to lift up the continued work of the Facilities and 
Maintenance Committee and Amigos for their work.  They have 
completed several large projects this year, which have made 
many improvements to the church. 

3. A big thank you to the many volunteers who helped with the 
Christmas program & the Christmas services.  Without your 
help, such lovely programming would not be possible! 

January Council Contact 
Nora Cerroni 

ncerroni000@stu.wukesha.k12.wi.us 

Justice, Law, History: Search Bible Study  
This quarter, Search Bible Study focuses on Old Testament scriptures 
and interactions between the ideal of justice, God’s pursuit of justice 
in history, and God’s gift of the law.  First, we explore how leaders of 
God’s people must rely on God’s law as they administer justice. Then, 
we’ll focus on God’s justice in the lives of God’s people and in the gift 
of the law. Finally, we’ll examine situations in which justice seems 
absent. Join us as we reflect on the interplay between God’s vision for 
a just world, the law as a guide for justice-making, and history as the 
location where divine justice takes on flesh.  Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m.  

Annual Meeting 
St. Luke’s Lutheran will gather for its Congregational Annual Meeting, 
Sunday, February 13, following the completion of the first service, 
around 9:15 a.m.  At the annual meeting we’ll hold elections, approve 
the budget, ratify constitutional provisions found in chapters 10-14 of 
the Governing Documents, and more. See the Annual Report for the 
complete agenda, available late January 2022.  
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Music & Fine Arts at St. Luke’s Events in January 2022 
Music & Fine Arts at St. Luke’s is proud to present two concerts in 
January. The first will be the Wisconsin Philharmonic presenting Peter 
& the Wolf as a part of Waukesha Janboree on Sunday, January 
23 with an instrument petting zoo at 1:00 pm, and concert at 2:00 
pm. Tickets are $10 for adults, and free for those 19 and younger. 
 
On Friday, January 28 at 7:00 pm Michael Schaner, Director of Music Ministries, will present a solo organ 
recital at St. Luke’s. Works by a variety of composers will be performed.  A freewill offering will be collected 
for the Music & Fine Arts series, and continued maintenance of the organs of St. Luke’s.  
 
You do not want to miss either of these two events. If you have any questions, please contact Michael 
Schaner, Director of Music Ministries, at mschaner@stlukeslutheran.org, and also check out the Music & 
Fine Arts bulletin board by the parking lot entrance. 

Michael Schaner 
Director of Music Ministries 

Ext. 304 
mschaner@stlukeslutheran.org 

Music News 

Courtney Stangl 
Director of Child Life Ministries 

Ext. 129 
262-522-6738 

cstangl@stlukeslutheran.org 

Fall 2022 Preschool Enrollment Time!  
It may be chilly outside, but January and February are the hottest months for preschool registration! If your 
child will be 2, 3, or 4 years of age by 9/1/22 this information is for you! Now is the time to call with your 
questions and to arrange a visit before the registration process begins. All classes will be filled on a first-
come, first-served basis. Preschool enrollment dates are as follows:  
January 10-12: Priority registration days for: 

Families with children currently enrolled in the Preschool program.  
January 19 5:30-6:00pm: Registration night for:  

St. Luke’s church members  
Families with children currently enrolled in the Child Care program at St. Luke’s  
Families who have had children in our Preschool program in past years 

February 1: Enrollment is open to the community.  Spread the word!    
SAVE THE DATES AND TELL YOUR FRIENDS!  
St. Luke’s Preschool features small class sizes, weekly music classes, Bible stories and songs, Chapel Chats 
with a pastor, service projects, Pre-K readiness, field trips, and much more. More details can be found at 
www.stlukeslutheran.org. Children entering the 3 and 4 Year classes must be toilet trained.  
Classes follow the school year calendar and the following options will be available for fall 2022: 
2 Years Old (by 9/1/22): First Steps to Preschool – Classes meet 1 morning a week - 9:00 to 11:00am (child 
must be accompanied by an adult). 
3 Years Old (by 9/1/22): Classes meet 2 mornings a week - 9:00am to 12:00pm. 
4 Years Old (by 9/1/22): Classes meet 2 or 3 mornings a week - 9:00am to 12:00pm.  Many families choose to 
attend our Preschool in the morning and our School District of Waukesha 4K in the afternoon! 
Contact Liz at 262-522-6747 or landerson@stlukeslutheran.org to learn how your child or grandchild can be a 
part of the St. Luke’s Preschool experience!  

Liz Anderson 
Preschool Administrator 

Ext.101 
262-522-6747 

landerson@stlukeslutheran.org 

mailto:mschaner@stlukeslutheran.org
http://www.stlukeslutheran.org
mailto:landerson@stlukeslutheran.org
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Cindy Maigatter 
Financial Administrator 

Ext. 205 
finance@stlukeslutheran.org 

January Monthly Mission 
Lutheran Disaster  
Response 
 
This organization of the ELCA 
brings God’s hope, healing and 
renewal to people whose lives 
have been disrupted by disasters 
in the United States and around 
the world.  In 2018 Lutheran Dis-
aster Response provided ongoing 
assistance to those affected by 
wildfires, hurricanes, tsunamis, 
flooding, earthquakes, drought, 
war and conflicts.   

Memorials & Honorariums 
In Honor of Given By  Designation 
Tatianna LaDonne  Debby Brockington Undesignated 
Magee’s Baptism   
  
In Memory of  Given By  Designation 
Janet Kleist Sue Bangle Altar Guild 
Richard Bickett Debby Brockington Amigos 
Steven & Sharon Stolpa Roger & Darlene Bjerke Undesignated 
 

100th Anniversary Appeal 
In Honor of / In Memory of  Given By  Designation 
Scott Hendrickson Dennis & Diane Voit Endowment Fund 
Richard Bickett Dennis & Diane Voit Endowment Fund 
Richard Bickett Anonymous Paraments 
Richard Bickett Wendy Bacon Paraments 
Richard Bickett Debby Brockington Paraments 
Richard Bickett Janet Christenson Paraments 
Richard Bickett Ginny Dietzler Paraments 
Richard Bickett Vi Ellison Paraments 
Richard Bickett Shirly Hammock Paraments 
Richard Bickett John Janke (Monterey Mills) Paraments 
Richard Bickett Shirley Kaepernick Paraments 
Richard Bickett Jim & Gwen Kieso Paraments 
Richard Bickett Alice Kellogg Paraments 
Richard Bickett Donald Mueller & Joan Wisnieski Paraments 
Richard Bickett Ella Mueller Paraments 
Richard Bickett Marilyn Olson Paraments 
Richard Bickett Fran Parson Paraments 
Richard Bickett Ron & Kathy Pederson Paraments 
Richard Bickett Ed & Arlene Raether Paraments 
Richard Bickett Renee Raether Paraments 
Richard Bickett Patricia Rankin Koch Paraments 
Richard Bickett Nancy Spencer Paraments 
Richard Bickett Ron & Cheri Staub Paraments 
Richard Bickett Allen & Donna Stearns Paraments 
Richard Bickett Dick & Sharon Wood Paraments 
Nicholas J. Hilt Donna Westphall Paraments 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 
Do you have a special designation 
for your Thrivent Choice dollars?  
All Thrivent Choice dollars are 
held in the Memorial Fund as 
undesignated and will be 
assigned a purpose as needed. If 
you know where you want your 
Thrivent Choice dollars to go, 
please let us know by calling or 
emailing Cindy in the finance 
office.  Thank you! 

Stewardship For All Seasons Update 
Our 2022 stewardship campaign has been completed and we extend our sincere thanks to 186 giving units 
who returned their Intent Statements or entered their intent online.  Since we exceeded our goal to receive 
at least 50% of last year’s 213 Statements, the $5,000 challenge grant generously initiated by one of our 
member couples will be released. 
 
The stewardship campaign had three goals: $22,700 for Strengthening People’s Faith, $22,700 for 
Accompanying People, and $30,000 for Investing in our Staff, totaling $75,400.  Unfortunately, the pledges 
received did not meet these goals.  We had hoped to see pledged gifts that provided for an increase of our 

(Continued on page 6) 
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December 12, 2021 
An Update on the Debt Reduction Campaign for  St Luke’s Lutheran Church 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Last August we wrote in the Epistle our plans for a third debt reduction campaign.  Originally, it was 
scheduled for the fall of 2021, but for several reasons, including our 100th anniversary celebration, the fall 
Stewardship Program and the seemingly never ending pandemic, we decided to postpone until spring of 
2022. 
 
We have had two previous successful debt reduction campaigns and have raised almost $1.7 million to 
reduce mortgage debt to about $1.4 million.  The third campaign is planned to eliminate the current 
mortgage debt.  The reduction of debt is important for us because when our debt is eliminated the church 
can repurpose the current mortgage payments of almost $100,000 each year to better fund our church 
mission. 
 
In 2021 a Steering Committee was formed to plan and carry out the debt reduction plan, and we made good 
progress in planning, approving the hiring of a consulting group, and building several committees to carry out 
this work.  We hope the path is now clear and we can move ahead with confidence and our plans can be 
completed. 
 
Early in our planning, we named the new effort “New Life Rising” because it represents how St. Luke’s 
congregation has diligently worked to respond to our Lord’s call to spread His word within and beyond our 
church. 
 
In January 2022 our campaign will continue its planning meetings, temple talks, bulletin inserts and letters to 
inform you of all the campaign details.  Commitment Weekend will be May 21 and 22 at which time we will 
ask you to make a three-year commitment to the program. 
 
We also want to remind you to continue to support St Luke’s with your weekly offerings that fund the daily 
and weekly need of the church. 
Bless all that is good, 
 
Jack Tans and Mark Bjerke  
Co-chairpersons for the Debt Reduction Campaign 

general fund giving to a level of $1,450/week.  As of now, pledges will provide for $951/week, which is 
$49,770 annually. 
 
This shortfall severely impacts our plans to move ahead with our programs, and to fully support our general 
ministry as well.  We understand that the ongoing pandemic may have resulted in some members being 
unsure of their jobs, their health, and their income and may have impacted their financial support for 2022.  
We continue to pray that the virus will be controlled by vaccines and that individual financial stability will 
return.  
 
Of a much larger concern is that approximately 116 giving units did not make any financial contributions to 
St Luke’s this year.  We are uncertain how many have attended worship services, either in person or on-line, 
and our plans are to reach out to these members to better understand their respective situations and status 
of membership.  
 
Special thanks for their efforts goes to the Stewardship Committee including Jack Tans, Pastor Sandy 
Chrostowski, Chris Jackson, Ann Grove, Laura Cameron, Ed Raether, and Pastors Bogie and Jordan.  

(Continued from page 5) 
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Youth News 

New Member Sessions 
All those wishing to become members of the 
congregation are invited to attend a new member’s 
session between services on the Sundays listed below.  
We meet to talk about what membership at St. Luke’s 
means, get to know others who are becoming 
members, and prepare for the reception of members. 
New members will be received into the congregation 
during worship the following Sunday with an 
Affirmation of Baptism.  Dates for new member 
sessions and reception to the congregation are: 
 
Session Affirmation of Baptism 
Jan. 16, 2022 Jan. 23, 2022 
May 15, 2022 May 22, 2022 
Sept. 18, 2022 Sept 25, 2022 
 
To be a part of one of the sessions, call the church 
office at 262-542-2545.  

Welcome to the Font Baptismal Gatherings 
Pre-baptismal gatherings, Welcome to the Font, are 
scheduled quarterly. This is a time for parents 
preparing for baptism to join together with other 
parents while learning about God’s work for them and 
their children in Holy Baptism. Our next Welcome to 
the Font gathering is scheduled on Tuesday, March 8 
from 6:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m. 
  
Baptisms are scheduled only after attending a 
Welcome to the Font gathering. Call the church office 
with any questions: 262-542-2545. 

High School Youth Group 
High School Youth Group is open to all youth in 9th -12th grade.  
Friends are always welcome. 
January Activities 

1/2  No HSYG  
1/9  Cinnamon Rolls 7:30am – 12n 
1/16  HS Summer Trip \ ELCA Youth Gathering Info 
  meeting 12n-1pm 
1/23  No HSYG  
1/30  HSYG  12n-2pm 

Discipleship Training (DT) 
Come join us in the Youth Room on Sunday mornings during the Education Hour at 9:15 for Discipleship 
Training. Get ready to explore and learn more about your faith.  Friends are always welcome. 
January Activities 

1/2  No DT class – Winter Break 
1/9  Martin Luther 
1/16  Martin Luther 
1/21-1/23 Lutherdale Retreat 
1/30  The Reformation 

Cinnamon Roll Sunday 
 January 9— 9:30-11:00 am 

Baked fresh Sunday morning 
Cost:  Freewill donation 

Youth Gathering 
Every three years, 30,000 high school youth and their adult leaders from across the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America gather for a week of faith formation known as the ELCA Youth Gathering. Through days spent in 
interactive learning, worship, Bible study, service and fellowship, young people grow in faith and are challenged 
and inspired to live their faith in their daily lives. 

Open to all current 8th – 12th grade youth. 
July 24-28, 2022, Minneapolis, MN 

HS Summer Trip Informational Meeting:  Sunday, January 16 12n-1pm 
Required meeting for youth interested in the 2022 High School Summer 
Trip and their parents/guardians.  Please contact Cari 
(youth@stlukeslutheran.org) with any questions. 

mailto:youth@stlukeslutheran.org
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Extending Care for You 
Our pastors make regular phone calls and visits to people in need of pastoral care. If you would like pastoral 
care from one of our pastors, please call the church office at 262-542-2545. This is especially important if you 
are going through life-transitions, illness, or trauma. If you change your address or enter a care facility or re-
hab center, please update the church office with your contact information.  

Laurie Rohrwasser  
Care & Prayer Ministries  
Coordinator  
lrohrwasser@ stlukeslutheran.org  
phone extension: 204  
 
Jennifer Dopke  
Administrative Assistant  
office@stlukeslutheran.org  
phone extension: 300  

Pastor Steve Bogie  
Associate Pastor  
pastorsteve@stlukeslutheran.org 
 phone extension: 302  
 
Pastor Lindsay Jordan  
Senior Pastor  
pj@stlukeslutheran.org  
phone extension: 303  
 

St. Luke’s Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday 
8:00am - 4:00pm 
 
The office phone number is 
262-542-2545.  

Prayer Ministry 
How can we pray for 
you, a friend or a 
loved one?  
Our Prayer Team is 
here for prayer 
support during the 
trials and joys of 

daily life. If you or someone you 
know needs prayer for any reason, 
or if you have any questions, 
please contact Laurie at 
lrohrwasser@stlukeslutheran.org .   
Perhaps there is someone you 
know who could use a note of 
encouragement or get well 
wishes, I’d like to know that also.  

Prayer Team 
What a privilege it is to lift up the needs of others before 
God! The need for prayer and prayer-ers grows daily! 
Please consider becoming a member of our Prayer Team. 
No meetings and passing on requests is not needed. 
You will receive prayer requests via email or if so 
desired, a direct phone call from a designated person. 
You are asked to pray daily for that request. No specific 
time or type of prayer. Simply ask God to guide you as 
you pray. Did you know you can pray anywhere and at any time? How 
about in the shower or brushing your teeth? What about when you’re 
at one of your children’s practices or games? How about while waiting 
for an appointment? All are acceptable places to pray. Prayer time can 
be as long or as short as you choose. All we ask is that you lift these 
people up daily in prayer. Please consider this vital ministry, I can 
promise you, you will never regret it! 
Contact Laurie lrohrwasser@stlukeslutheran.org for more information 
and/or to be a part of this ministry team. 

Women of Faith 

Liz Curtis Higgs will introduce us to a few of the infamous women of scripture in 
her book Bad Girls of the Bible: And What We Can Learn from them. Through her 
wit, humor and honest personal story, Liz draws us into the Word and helps us 
see that we indeed can relate to the women of scripture and learn from them. 
Join us on the 2nd & 4th Tuesday’s from 6:30-8:00 P.M. at church as we begin 
discussion of the book Bad Girls of the Bible: And What We Can Learn from 
Them. Liz Curtis Higgs book can be purchased through Amazon as a paperback, 
Kindle or audiobook or choose to purchase from your favorite bookseller. The book includes study questions. 
Please contact Laurie Rohrwasser at lrohrwasser@stlukeslutheran.org  to let her know you will be attending 
or for more information. Family & friends are welcome too! 

mailto:lrohrwasser@stlukeslutheran.org
mailto:lrohrwasser@stlukeslutheran.org
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Tanzania Partnership Corner  
Maroroni and Kilima Moja Parishes            
Samaria Parish &   
Ascension Lutheran Church 

On December 10, we received an 
outpouring of pics and videos 
from Baraka Melitha sharing 
sincere gratitude for the recent 
gifts that St. Luke’s Endowment 
Committee sent to our partners in 
Tanzania! 
Read the thank yous for: 
*Maize and Beans for three 
elementary schools 
*Funds to pay for the new 
government health insurance 
premiums for church staff. 
*Support for Godlove Mbise and 
now for Steven Urioh as they 
prepare for service in the ministry. 
*Teacher appreciation gifts at 
Maranatha Preschool.  
We also received sincere thank 
yous from Pr. Nathan Makenge 
and Pr. Elias Lema for support of 
their further education. 
 
“God Bless You, St. Luke’s!!!” 
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Discover the Images of the Carroll Street Entrance 
As you walk up the stairs by the elevator entrance close to Carroll Street, you will discover St. Luke pictured 
in the center window with scroll and pen as the author of the Gospel and Book of Acts.  To the left is the 
image of the Lamb of God representing Christ, and to the right the twelve descending flames represent the 
Apostles at the time of Pentecost, carrying the Gospel to all the world.  The orb and cross signify Christ 
triumphant in the world.  The rays indicate divine inspiration for Luke and the other authors of the Gospel. 
This beautiful multi-faceted glass was designed by the award-winning Conrad Schmitt Studios located in New 
Berlin. 

Focus next on the 36 stone carvings above the main entrance facing Carroll Street of the Patriarchs (left), 
Major and Minor Prophets (center) and Apostles (right). Each image was designed based on a Biblical 
reference.   

Source:  Dedication of St. Luke’s Ev. 

Lutheran Church, December 18, 

1966. 
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We Love to Tell the Stories…100 Years of 
Being Fed at God’s Table 
The St. Luke’s faith community has been blessed 
greatly over the last 100 years with caring, loving 
members living out our mission of helping 
people make life-changing connections with God 
through Jesus Christ. St. Luke’s is a faith 
community committed to connecting, growing 
and serving. 
 
This month, our story is about the Mt. Meru Coffee Project and how the sale of Tanzanian coffee became an 
integral part of our connecting and serving ministries. 

 
The Mt. Meru Coffee Project 
In 1999, a coffee farmer living on the slopes of Mount Meru in Tanzania asked 
a visiting Milwaukee pastor the simple question: “We grow coffee. You drink 
coffee. Would you buy your coffee from us?” With an answer of “Yes,” the Mt. 
Meru Coffee Project was born in this developing country and became a project 
of the Greater Milwaukee Synod of the ELCA. 
 
The Mt. Meru Coffee Project began selling coffee within the congregations of 
the Greater Milwaukee Synod in 2002, with 50 congregations participating.  
Sue Resheske, the wife of Pastor Rod Resheske, and Diane Valentine brought 
the concept to St. Luke’s. The Project provides small farmers with a fair price 

for their premium coffee. This fair-trade price provides an increase in farm income, allowing the farmers to 
educate their children, access healthcare, and support their families with dignity. In 2007, Marilyn Olson and 
Kathie Whettam took over the roles of Mt. Meru Ambassadors for St. Luke’s, and regular coffee sales on 
Sunday mornings has become a part of the St. Luke’s tradition.   
 
Over more than two decades, the Mt. Meru Coffee Project is still going strong. The Project imports, roasts, 
packages, and distributes the coffee grown by over 2000 coffee farmers. The association of farmers has 
grown to 32 farmer groups and five processing centers managed in Tanzania by two Project Coordinators. 
Ongoing training of the farmers is provided with continuous professional development on current coffee 
farming industry best practices. An average of 8 to 12 tons of coffee per 
year--over 200 tons of coffee through 2020--has been imported. The 
Project has enabled farm families to have funds available to support local 
farm villages, markets, and merchants. This is improving the standard of 
living in the entire region. 
 
Mt. Meru Premium Coffee is roasted every week in Milwaukee and then 
ground, packaged, and shipped from the facility at Martin Luther Lutheran 
Church at 9235 West Bluemound Road, Milwaukee. The grinding and 
order processing operations, staffed mainly by volunteers, is done in the 
basement of this church.  The storage and roasting process is currently 
handled by Imperial Coffee Roasters in Milwaukee.   Mt. Meru Coffee is 
roasted, ground, and packaged in small batches to fill weekly orders.      

(Continued on page 12) 
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Needle and Thimble has resumed on Tuesdays in the Fellowship 
Hall at 8:30am. All are welcome to join us to make quilts for 
Lutheran World Relief. Sewing skills are not necessary. If you can tie 
a knot, we have a spot for you.  

 
The variety of coffee options has grown from flavored (hazelnut, French 
vanilla, butter pecan, and chocolate raspberry) regular and decaf to 
peaberry and special seasonal blends.  Marilyn Olson continues to serve 
as St. Luke’s Ambassador. Marilyn is pictured with Dennis Voit, Coffee 
Project volunteer, with the sales cart that is in the narthex on the second 
and fourth Sundays of each month.  Marilyn is seeking emissaries to assist 
with the sales. Contact Marilyn at olsonwauk@aol.com or text/call 262-
844-2519 to sign up to work the sales cart just a couple times each year. 
The Mt. Meru Coffee Hour is held between Sunday services in Cloninger 
Hall. 
 
The blessings of the Holy Spirit continue…Do you have a story you want to 
share? Contact the church office. We love to tell the stories. 

(Continued from page 11) 

Thank You from Whittier! 
Thank you to all who knitted or purchased hats and mittens or 
waterproof gloves for the students at Whitter.  This year, the 
Wednesday night GIFT (Growing in Faith Together) were asked for 
items like socks, underwear, and incentive items also for the 
students. Many special items were also donated to thank the 
Whittier teachers for all that they do! 
 On December 16, Don French delivered a check to our partners at 
Whittier for $800 from our Endowment Committee distribution. 
Don delivered it to Principal Brandy Hart and Mary Green, School 
Social Worker. 
To quote Mary Green: “Thanks so much for St. Luke's yearly 

generosity to Whittier and our students and families. Know how much it helps to know that we are able to 
help provide needed essentials to them because of these donations. Thank you, St. Luke’s!” 

Needle & Thimble 
These are the beautiful smiles of the 
women in our Needle & Thimble group! 
They received a Thrivent Action Team 
grant to purchase more quilting 
supplies, and wore their Thrivent shirts 
to celebrate. May God continue to bless 
them in their work!  
 
Needle and Thimble quilters need gently 
used bed sheets for our quilts.   If you're 
updating your linen closet,  please think 
of us.  Sheets can be dropped off at the 
Welcome Station or the church 
office.  Please label them for Needle and 
Thimble.   Thank you! 
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Prayer Shawl Ministry 
St. Luke’s Prayer Shawl Ministry is for YOU but we need 
YOUR help. When you know of someone who may be 
hurting or needs a lift, please consider sharing love and 
prayers with a prayer patch, prayer shawl, or lap 
robe.  During the knitting or crocheting of each item, 
prayers are given for the recipient. They are then blessed 
and an inspirational saying is enclosed. Please join our 
ministry by distributing our handmade items located in the 
church’s history hall.  

Sunday, January 2 
8:15 a.m. Worship 
10:30 a.m. Worship 
11:30 a.m. Executive Committee 
6:00 p.m. Men’s AA 

 
Monday, January 3 

Church Office Closed 
8:00 a.m.  Amigos 
6:45 p.m. Al-Anon 
8:00 p.m. Women’s AA 
 

Tuesday, January 4 
8:30 a.m. Needle & Thimble 
9:30 a.m. 1st Tuesday Book Club 
5:00 p.m. OA 

 
Wednesday, January 5 

9:30 a.m.  Search Bible Study 
6:00 p.m. Godsbells 
7:00 p.m. NA 
7:00 p.m. GIFT 
7:15 p.m. Voices of Faith 
 

Thursday, January 6 
9:30 a.m. Prayer Shawl 
4:30 p.m. Joyful Noise 
6:00 p.m. Saints & Sinners 
 

Saturday, January 8 
5:00 p.m. Worship 

 
Sunday, January 9 

8:15 a.m.   Worship 
9:15 a.m. DT 
9:30 a.m. Cinnamon Roll Sales 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
9:30 a.m. Adult Forum 
9:30 a.m. Mt. Meru Coffee Sales 
9:30 a.m. Men’s Chorus 
10:30 a.m. Worship 
6:00 p.m. Men’s AA 
 

Monday, January 10 
8:00 a.m.  Amigos 
6:45 p.m. Al-Anon 
8:00 p.m. Women’s AA 

 
Tuesday, January 11 

8:30 a.m. Needle & Thimble 
5:00 p.m. OA 
6:30 p.m. Women of Faith 

Wednesday, January 12 
9:30 a.m. Search Bible Study  
5:30 p.m. Preschool Registration 
6:00 p.m. Godsbells 
6:30 p.m. CLM Board Meeting 
7:00 p.m. NA 
7:15 p.m. Voices of Faith 

 
Thursday, January 13 

4:30 p.m. Joyful Noise 
6:00 p.m. Saints & Sinners 
 

Saturday, January 15 
5:00 p.m.  Worship 

 
Sunday, January 16 

8:15 a.m. Worship 
9:15 a.m. DT 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
9:30 a.m. New Member Session 
10:30 a.m. Worship  
6:00 p.m.  Men’s AA 
 

Monday, January 17 
8:00 a.m.  Amigos 
6:45 p.m. Al-Anon 
8:00 p.m. Women’s AA 

 
Tuesday, January 18 

8:30 a.m. Needle & Thimble 
5:00 p.m. OA 
6:00 p.m.  Finance Committee 
6:30 p.m. Congregational Council 

 
Wednesday, January 19 

9:30 a.m. Search Bible Study 
5:30 p.m. Preschool Registration 
5:30 p.m. Facilities/Maintenance 
6:00 p.m. Godsbells 
7:00 p.m.  NA 
7:00 p.m. GIFT 
7:15 p.m. Voices of Faith 

 
Thursday, January 20 

9:30 a.m. Prayer Shawl 
4:30 p.m. Joyful Noise  
6:00 p.m. Endowment Committee 
6:00 p.m. Saints & Sinners 

 
Saturday, January 22 

5:00 p.m.  Worship 
 

Sunday, January 23 
8:15 a.m. Worship 
9:15 a.m. DT 
9:30 a.m. Mt. Meru Coffee Sales 
10:30 a.m. Worship  w/ New Member 
 Reception 
1:00 p.m. Instrument “Petting Zoo” 
2:00 p.m. Peter & The Wolf concert 
6:00 p.m.  Men’s AA 

 
Monday, January 24 

8:00 a.m.  Amigos 
6:45 p.m. Al-Anon 
8:00 p.m. Women’s AA 

 
Tuesday, January 25 

8:30 a.m. Needle & Thimble 
5:00 p.m. OA 
5:30 p.m. Personnel Committee 
6:30 p.m. Women of Faith 
 

Wednesday, January 26 
9:30 a.m.  Search Bible Study 
6:00 p.m. Godsbells 
6:30 p.m. NA 
7:15 p.m. Voices of Faith 
 

Thursday, January 27 
4:30 p.m. Joyful Noise 
5:30 p.m. Stewardship Meeting  
6:00 p.m. Saints & Sinners 
 

Friday, January 28 
7:00 p.m. Michael Schaner,  
 organ recital 

 
Saturday, January 29 

5:00 p.m. Worship 
 

Sunday, January 30 
8:15 a.m. Worship 
9:15 a.m. DT 
9:30 a.m. Sunday School 
10:30 a.m. Worship 
6:00 p.m. Men’s AA 
 

Monday, January 31 
8:00 a.m. Amigos 
6:45 p.m. Al-Anon 
8:00 p.m. Women’s AA 

 

St. Luke’s Calendar for January 2022 
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Epistle Online 
Are you still receiving a paper copy of The 
Epistle in the mail?  Reading The Epistle online 
saves paper and postage, allows you to print 
only the pages you want, includes live links, and 
is in full color.  If you would like to receive our 
weekly Connections email and our monthly 
newsletter, The Epistle, by email please contact 
the church office at 262-542-2545 or 
office@stlukeslutheran.org. 


