Third Sunday of Advent
Jesus is Here, Jesus is Near: Presence
December 12, 2021 – 8:15 & 10:30 a.m.
St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, Waukesha, WI
www.stlukeslutheran.org office@stlukeslutheran.org (262) 542-2545
Helping people make life-changing connections with God through Jesus Christ.

Third Sunday of Advent
December 12, 2021– 8:15 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Notes for Worship
•
•
•

We ask that you wear a mask for the sake of protecting your neighbor.
Please sit as a household in a single row, maintain space between you and other households.
Our 8:15 a.m. services are live streamed to the web via Facebook and our website, where they are archived
for later viewing. Leaders and active assistants/participants in the service appear in the livestream. It is also
possible that you and/or your children may be seen in our livestream. If you are concerned about this
possibility and would like to sit where there is less likelihood of being seen, please sit on the eastern edge
pews (closest to the stained-glass windows) toward the front or middle of the church.

PRELUDE

An Advent Meditation

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
who alone does wonders,
who lifts up the lowly,
who fills the hungry with good things.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God for whom we wait,
in the presence of one another,
we confess our sin before you.
We fail in believing that your good news is for us.
We falter in our call to tend your creation.
We find our sense of self in material wealth.
We fear those different from ourselves.
We forget that we are your children
and turn away from your love.
Forgive us, Blessed One,
and assure us again of your saving grace.
Amen.
God, in Christ Jesus,…
God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace.
Amen.

David Lasky

GATHERING HYMN

Joy to the World
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ADVENT CANDLE LIGHTING
We praise you, O God… …whose coming is certain and whose day draws near.
Amen.
MUSICAL
OFFERING

Climb to the Top of the Highest Mountain

Carolyn Jennings
Voices of Faith

FIRST READING
Zephaniah 3:14-20
14
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart, O daughter Jerusalem!
15
The LORD has taken away the judgments against you,
he has turned away your enemies.
The king of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst; you shall fear disaster no more.
16
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
Do not fear, O Zion; do not let your hands grow weak.
17
The LORD, your God, is in your midst, a warrior who gives victory;
he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew you in his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing 8as on a day of festival.
I will remove disaster from you, so that you will not bear reproach for it.
19
I will deal with all your oppressors at that time.
And I will save the lame and gather the outcast,
and I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth.
20
At that time I will bring you home, at the time when I gather you;
for I will make you renowned and praised among all the peoples of the earth,
when I restore your fortunes before your eyes, says the LORD.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY

Surely God Is My Salvation

ACS 926

SECOND READING
Philippians 4:4-7
4
5
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to
everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

I am sending my messen- | ger before you,
* who will prepare your

GOSPEL
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

|

way before you.

Luke 3:7-18

John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who
warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to
say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these
stones to raise up children to Abraham. 9Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every
tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”
10
And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11In reply he said to them,
“Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do
likewise.” 12Even tax collectors came to be baptized, and they asked him, “Teacher, what should
we do?” 13He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for you.” 14Soldiers also
asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone
by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.”
15
As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts
concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of them by saying, “I
baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie
the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork
is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff
he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
18
So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people.
7

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

Pastor Jordan
Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn
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NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Hear us, O God.

OFFERING

As the Dark Awaits the Dawn

Anne Krentz Organ

OFFERTORY

OFFERING PRAYER
God of our waiting and watching,… through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.
Amen.

DIALOGUE

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy… we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Holy One, the beginning and the end,…
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup…We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, …Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours, …one God, now and forever.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive thosewho trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
COMMUNION

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS

He Came Down
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He Comes to Us as One Unknown

ELW 737

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Most High God,, … through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest.
Amen.
BLESSING
The God of hope…through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.
Amen.

SENDING HYMN

ANNOUNCEMENTS

People, Look East
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is near.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Improvisation on Joy to the World

An Advent Meditation. Music: David Lasky © 2013 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Awake! Awake! And Greet the New
Morn. Words and Music: Marty Haugen © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Climb to the Top of the Highest Mountain. Words and
Music: Carolyn Jennings © 1981 Neil A. Kjos Music Company. He Came Down. Music: John Bell © 1990 Iona
Community/WGRG (North America). He Comes to Us as One Unknown. Words: Timothy Dudley-Smith © 1984 Hope Publishing
Company. Hymn Harmonizations for Organ – Vol. 2. Music: John Ferguson © 1983, 2007 GIA Publications, Inc. Lucent –
piano. Music: Anne Krentz Organ, Carl Schalk © 2013 Augsburg Fortress Publishers. People, Look East. Music: French carol;
arr. Barry Rose © 1999 Novello & Co. Ltd, London. Surely God Is My Salvation. Words and Music: Zebulon Highben © 2009
Augsburg Fortress Publishers. Streamed and reprinted with permission under OneLicense.net #A-727601. All rights reserved.
Liturgies from sundaysandseasons.com License: SB127834 © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

In Our Prayers
The Family of Lois Manicke.
For those who lost loved ones in the Christmas Parade.
Residents of Horizon West Condominiums.
Special Prayers
Brian Z, Marianne G, Kenny, Corbin, Sue C, Kathy J, Cindy M, Donna L, Sarah M, Josie M,
Bryan M, Sherry C, Tom F, Ken, Benny, Richie G, John J, Dave A, Karen J, Rick S, Diane W,
Darlene B, Tom O, Mike K, Mary W, Jan S, David R, Brandon R, Barry, Jenny, Mason, Shirley
S, Christopher R, Stacy, Shane, Kenzie, Manny.
Those in Military Service
Jim Kieso Jr, Daniel Krueger, Gary Bjerke, S. Kate Zelinger, Zander Maxwell, Avery Dopke.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Ambo Flowers This week’s ambo flowers are placed by Carol & Byron Bingham in honor of
their 57th wedding anniversary, which was this past Monday, December 6.
Friendship Pads
Please be sure to sign in on the friendship pads located in each pew.
50+ Anniversaries
Lillian & Ron Kieck, December 13, 69 years. Ron & Lillian were married in St. Luke’s when it
was still the red brick church.
Congregational Meeting Called: December 12
The Council has called a special meeting of the congregation for Sunday, December 12, 9:15
a.m. The purpose of this meeting is to approve proposed changes to our governing documents as
summarized in the Executive Summary document included in this newsletter. Full versions of the
proposed governing documents are available at the Welcome Center or via a download on our
homepage of our website. No other business will be conducted.

Children’s Christmas Program
We are looking forward to having a children’s Christmas program on Sunday, December 19 at
10:30 am worship.
Christmas Cookie Sale
The annual Christmas cookie sale benefiting the youth programs at St. Luke's will be before and
after all services Dec. 18th and 19th. Cookies will be sold by the dozen and available in the
following varieties: Regular, No Nut and Gluten-Free. Cost is a freewill
donation. Suggested donation is $6 per dozen. Pre-orders encouraged. Contact Cari to preorder via email (youth@stlukeslutheran.org) or cell (262.312.0505) by Dec 15th
Youth Christmas Celebration Luncheon
All Middle School and High School youth are invited to the combined DT and HSYG Christmas
Luncheon December 19th at 12noon. Remember to RSVP to Cari by Dec 15th. See the
December 2021 Epistle or contact Cari for more detailed information.
Sarah Circle
Sarah Circle with meet at 11:30am on Monday, December 20th at Thunder Bay Grille for a
Christmas luncheon.
GIFT (Growing In Faith Together)
GIFT has received these Requests from our Partners at Whittier: Boys underwear (all sizes 5 to
14/16), Boys socks (all sizes), Waterproof gloves or mittens of all sizes (we have enough thin
material gloves), Hats for boys and girls, Little trinkets, games, action figures, Matchbox cars,
etc. for incentives for specific students or classrooms! Please also consider items to show our
TEACHER APPRECIATION too. Add any items you would like to share to the Whittier Box at
the Welcome Station through December 12. Thank you!
Special Thank You
The Worship Team would like to thank Kayla Wilson, Katie Haupt, and Anne Marie Vassalotti
for their work on some of the new Advent and Christmas décor in the sanctuary. Their
handiwork was a blessing to our team and adds so much to our worship experience. Thank you
ladies!
Serving Opportunity
It's time to update our list of volunteers willing to help serve funeral meals. Serving family and
friends in their time of loss is at the heart of our church family. If you are able to help, please
sign the sheet on Sign-Up bulletin board, or email the church office (office@stlukeslutheran.org)
Help is needed weekdays or weekends. The work involves set-up, serving and clean up; requires
light lifting, standing and walking. If you can help just 2 times a year, please consider signing up.
We need team leaders and coordinators too. If you are an organized person, this is a place for
you.
Sharing the Love
St. Luke’s has an annual program called Sharing the Love, which helps families that need a little
extra love for the holidays. This year we will have a sign up online & a tree to choose a gift to

purchase. We would like to encourage our families to join in the fun and adopt a person for the
holidays. It’s a great opportunity to feel the joy of giving to others. All gifts need to be returned
to Courtney in CLM by December 16th.
Masks for Worship
Church Council continues to closely monitor the local situation related to COVID-19 following
local, statewide, and national guidelines. In response to local conditions, the council has
reinstated masking for all indoor gatherings at the church regardless of vaccination status. Please
wear your masks for worship and all meetings in the church.
Mt. Meru Coffee Holiday Specials
Special Holiday Coffee Gift Ideas: A Holiday Sampler and a Holiday Selection '21 are available
for a limited time only. Check out the Mt. Meru Coffee Cart Sundays between services during
December or contact Marilyn to place an order at olsonwauk@aol.com or text/call at (262) 8442519.
Prayer Ministry
How can we pray for you, a friend or a loved one? Our Prayer Team is here for prayer support
during the trials and joys of daily life. If you or someone you know needs prayer for any reason,
or if you have any questions, please contact Laurie at lrohrwasser@stlukeslutheran.org. Perhaps
there is someone you know who could use a note of encouragement or get well wishes, I’d like
to know that also.
Christmas Services
The Christmas worship schedule is listed below. Please not that the worship times for the first
and second Sundays of Christmas was miss-printed in The Epistle. The second service on both
days will be at 10:30 a.m.
Christmas Eve
Friday, December 24
Service of Carols and Candles: 4:00 p.m.
Candlelight and Communion: 5:30 and 7:00
p.m.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Festival Service:
10:30 p.m.
Christmas Day
Saturday, December 25: 9:00 a.m.
There will be no 5:00 p.m.

First Sunday of Christmas
Sunday, December 26: 8:15 and 10:30 a.m.
A service of lessons and carols
Second Sunday of Christmas
There will be no Saturday service on
January 1.
Sunday, January 2: 8:15 and 10:30 a.m.

This Week at St. Luke’s
Sunday, December 12, 2021
8:15 a.m.
Worship
9:15 a.m.
DT
9:30 a.m.
Mt. Meru Coffee Sales
9:30 a.m.
Congregational Meeting
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School, Christmas Program
Practice
10:30 a.m.
Worship
6:00 p.m.
Men’s AA
Monday, December 13, 2021
8:00 a.m.
Amigos
6:45 p.m.
Al-Anon
8:00 p.m.
Women’s AA
Tuesday, December 14, 2021
8:30 a.m.
Needle & Thimble
5:00 p.m.
OA

Thursday, December 16, 2021
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Shawl
4:30 p.m.
Joyful Noise
5:30 p.m.
Stewardship Meeting
6:00 p.m.
Saints & Sinners
Saturday, December 18. 2021
5:00 p.m.
Worship
Sunday, December 19, 2021
8:15 a.m.
Worship
9:15 a.m.
DT
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
10:30 a.m.
Worship w/ Children’s Christmas
Program
6:00 p.m.
Men’s AA

Wednesday, December 15, 2021
9:30 a.m.
Search Bible Study
5:30 p.m.
Facilities/Maintenance
6:00 p.m.
Godsbells
7:00 p.m.
NA
7:00 p.m.
GIFT
7:15 a.m.
Voices of Faith

Serving this Weekend:
Presiding
Preaching:
Music:
Lector:
Ushers:

5:00
Rev. Jordan
Rev. Jordan
Michael Schaner
Eileen Kron
Susan Klabunde

Communion Asst:

Judy Worzalla

Altar Care:

Susan Klabunde

Cantor:

Anne Marie Vassalotti

8:15
Rev. Bogie
Rev. Jordan
Michael Schaner
Kathy Fontaine
Kathy & Jay Fontaine
Patti Walkowicz
Kyle Bedalov
Brianna Ortega
Kathy Fontaine
Carolynn Fish
Marilyn Christiansen

10:30
Rev. Bogie
Rev. Jordan
Michael Schaner
Jim Kieso
Kathi & Bob Drain
Kristin Steffens

Jim Kieso
Curt Steinquist
Sandy Hendrickson
Sharon Wood
Sharon Spivec

