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Jesus is Near, Jesus is Here!
Advent is underway and we are celebrating that
Jesus is Near, Jesus is Here. That’s the theme of our
four-week journey through the darkest days of the
year. As we are enveloped by the season of
darkness, we cling to the promise of Jesus. He is
both near and here. He is both coming and already
here.
Our theme comes from the Old Testament readings
for the Sundays of Advent. From these scriptures we
draw four watch words to guide us as we traverse
the season of darkness: Promise, Prepare, Presence
and Peace. These words help us enter more fully into the Gospel proclamation
that Jesus is still coming. Though e is already present, he will come again and
make this world as God intends it to be.
We live with hope that this world will be transformed by the coming of Jesus.
When he is finally and fully among us, all people shall live secure (Micah 5:4).
They shall be safe (Jeremiah 33:16). They will be renewed with love (Zephaniah
3:17). This hope will guide us as we make it through the four weeks leading up
to Christmas.
Promise: The first week will focus on the promise God made to the house of
Israel: that a righteous branch shall spring up from David. Justice and
righteousness are part of the promise, as is the salvation for the people.
Prepare: Our second week will call us to examine the preparations made for the
Lord who comes suddenly among the people of faith. We prepare for one to
come who purifies us like a refiner does gold and silver. This he does until they
present themselves as offerings for the Lord.
Presence: Week three calls us to remember that the Lord is in our midst.
Therefore, we shall not fear. The Lord comes to remove disaster from us, save
the lame and the outcast.
Peace: In the final week of Advent, we will consider what it means to live secure
in the Lord who is among us. He is the one of peace.
Celebrate that Jesus is Near, Jesus is Here! Enter into this year’s motifs of
Advent: Promise, Prepare, Presence, and Peace.
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“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive,
and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken
together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get
back.”
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ:
It is Advent! This is one of my favorite times of the year. Yet, it is
during this time of year where people can be weighed down because
of a lost loved one, diminishing health, diminishing relationships, or
financial instability. It is during this time of year that many people
have become numb due to the frenzy of the holidays. It is during this
time of year where we can forget the reason that we celebrate
Christmas in the first place.
Wouldn’t it be nice just to come home and find rest during this time
of year? Yet, coming home right now might mean many different
things to many different people. As people of faith, we know we can
find comfort and rest this time of year because of the gracious gift of
a child born in a manger. As Christians, we come home, to this place
of mystery and wonder, far removed from the ordinary world in which we live, where angels populate
the skies and appear to shepherds in the fields. It is in this holy scene where we come to know, far
from the problems of the world, a mother and father, and their first-born son lying in a manger. By
coming home to this scene, year after year, we can find rest for our souls.

We at St. Luke’s celebrate coming home to God through the birth of Jesus Christ every year. Some
people have called St. Luke’s their home for many years. These individuals have come home
repeatedly to the love, warmth, and generosity of this community that is centered in Christ. It is in this
spiritual home that many find joy, purpose, and life, and find it abundantly.
As the Associate Pastor of this congregation, I am proud of this community and its willingness to keep
on fighting the good fight. I am proud that I get to work with God’s children, and do God’s work,
because of you. I am so proud to call St. Luke’s my spiritual home. For this Advent season, we will
celebrate together God’s goodness and peace, given to us through Jesus the Christ.
The scripture at the beginning of this newsletter article is a gift. It is a gift because it illustrates how St.
Luke’s does not embody a judging spirit, it illustrates how we are a home for mercy, and it illustrates
that we overflow with God’s blessings, because of our
willingness to give to God’s church. We overflow with
God’s love for the world, and because of our generosity,
God has and will continue to give to us what we give to the
world.
May you all experience peace and rest this Advent season!
-Pastor Steve
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1. We would like to thank the Stewardship Committee, in
particular Anne Grove, Diane Voit, and Ness Flores, for the
updated gift giving policy work.
2. Congratulations to Michael for the successful Hymn Festival as
part of the 100th Anniversary! The music was amazing, as
always.
3. We want to lift up the Facilities & Maintenance team for their
hard work and undertaking of several big projects this
year. Thank you for your dedication.

December Council Contact
Ashley Bregantini
wx3swim@gmail.com
(262) 366-2330

Congregational Meeting Called: December 12
The Council has called a special meeting of the congregation for
Sunday, December 12, at the conclusion of the first service. The
purpose of this meeting is to approve proposed changes to our
Governing Documents as summarized in the Executive Summary
document. Full versions of the proposed Governing Documents are
available at the Welcome Center or via a download on the homepage
of our website. No other business will be conducted.

Annual Meeting
St. Luke’s Lutheran will gather for its Annual Meeting, Sunday,
February 13, following the completion of the first service. At the
Annual Meeting we’ll hold elections, approve the budget, ratify
constitutional provisions found in chapters 10-14 of the Governing
Documents, and more. See the Annual Report for the complete
agenda, available late January 2022.

December 2021
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St. Luke’s Lutheran
Church
Core Values
Honoring God and serving
Jesus Christ,
1. We share Jesus Christ and
make disciples.
2. We worship God together.
3. We are curious, courageous,
and open to the Holy Spirit.
4. We celebrate children and lift
up families as they are.
5. We practice kindness and
uphold the dignity of each
individual.
6. We are committed to being an
inclusive community of grace.
7. We stand ready to serve and
advocate for our neighbors.
8. We honor our past and look to
God’s future for us.

In Our Church Family
Funerals
Sharron & Steven Stolpa
November 7
Richard Bickett
November 19

The deadline is
Wednesday,
December 15th
to turn in items for the
January issue of
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3

Advent Calendars and Study Available
Grow in faith while
preparing for the advent
of our Lord. This year’s
Advent calendar and study
are available for you. The
theme is “The days are
surely coming.” Pick up
both from the Welcome
Center for use at home.

Christmas Services
Christmas Eve
Friday, December 24
Service of Carols and Candles: 4:00 p.m.

Give Good Gifts This Year
Candlelight and Communion: 5:30 and 7:00 p.m.

Christmas Eve Candlelight
Festival Service: 10:30 p.m.

Christmas Day
Saturday, December 25: 9:00 a.m.
There will be no 5:00 p.m.

First Sunday of Christmas

Tired of giving socks for Christmas? Give gifts that
do good in the name of Jesus. The 2021 ELCA Good
Gifts catalog is available for you at the Welcome
Center. Browse through dozens of gifts you can
make through the ELCA World Hunger Appeal: pigs,
chicks, wells, micro-loans, etc. Choose a gift and
make it in honor of the person you are giving the gift
to. Then, use the ELCA’s clever cards to let your
loved ones know that you’ve given a gift in their
name.

Update on New Paraments

Sunday, December 26: 8:15 and 10:00 a.m.
A service of lessons and carols

Our progress to date has been
moving swiftly and we selected final
designs for new Christmas
paraments. However, the
construction stage has now stalled
because the fabrics are just not available. This
means we will not have the new pieces for Christmas
2021 and we are, of course, very disappointed.

Second Sunday of Christmas
There will be no Saturday service on January 1.
Sunday, January 2: 8:15 and 10:00 a.m.

As we have mentioned, it is our intention is to have
six full sets of new paraments; one for each of the
five liturgical seasons plus the Christmas set. To
date we have received over $15,000 for this appeal
which will allow us to commission and complete
three of the six sets. Once the Christmas pieces are
finished and delivered, we will begin working with
the designer on the next season; most likely Lent or
Easter.

Special Thank You
The Worship Team would like to thank Kayla Wilson,
Katie Haupt, and Anne Marie Vassalotti for their
work on some of the new Advent and Christmas
décor in the sanctuary. Their handiwork was a
blessing to our team and adds so much to our
worship experience. Thank you ladies!
December 2021

If you have already given to the parament project,
we thank you, and truly value your thoughtful gifts.
If you would like to support this endeavor with a
special donation to honor a family member, or a
memorial to a loved one, it is never too late to give.
Your gift would have lasting effects toward our
sanctuary beautification. Simply put a note on your
check, or enclose a message and let us know how to
remember your donation.
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Music News
Advent Worship

Christmas Eve

Please join us for our Advent worship services. On
Saturdays at 5 pm we will have Holden Evening
Prayer services. On Sundays at 8:15 and 10:30 am
we will have our Sunday Advent services as we
gather around our theme of Jesus is near, Jesus is
here.

We are inviting children and youth to help lead the
prelude music at the 4:00 service on Christmas Eve.
Please contact Mr. Schaner, Director of Music
Ministries, at mschaner@stlukeslutheran.org to let
him know if your child is interested in playing.

Centenary Hymn Festival
Jubilate Chorale Christmas Concert
The Jubilate Chorale is excited to have annual
Christmas concerts again this year. Their concerts
are Saturday, December 4 at 7:30 pm at St. John’s
Lutheran in Brookfield, and Sunday, December 5 at
4:00 pm at Our Savior’s Lutheran Church in
Oconomowoc. Tickets are available in advance on
Jubilate Chorale’s website, or from members Jill
Larson, Michael Schaner, or Anne Marie Vassalotti.

Thank you to those who attended our Centenary
Hymn Festival on Sunday, November 14, either
online or in person! It was a joyful service filled
with beautiful music, and the musicians who lead
the service put in so much hard work. And we got
to premiere David Cherwien’s new setting of All
Who Hunger, Gather Gladly, which we
commissioned for our 100th anniversary. If you
haven’t had a chance to watch the Hymn Festival
yet, you can still find it on our Vimeo and Facebook
sites.

Michael Schaner
Director of Music Ministries
Ext. 304
mschaner@stlukeslutheran.org

Finance Committee Update
As we approach the end of the year, our financial condition is relatively stable and we are carrying an
$11,000 deficit year to date. It would be wonderful to be able to meet our full budget for 2021. If you have
fallen behind in your giving, please try to catch up and fulfill your pledge/commitment, or consider making a
small contribution before December 31.
Child Life Ministries is having a comfortable year and revenues are expected to exceed expenses.
God loves a “cheerful giver”, and we saw many examples of generosity as we celebrated our first 100 years.
If you are able, please consider making a special gift in honor of our first 100 years. One of our member
couples has offered a match, up to $10,000, for every gift received in December that is designated for our
100 year milestone.
Thank you for your continued faithfulness and financial support of our ministries and programs. We are very
thankful for all the bounty and financial support St. Luke’s receives. Please consider your continued and
possibly increased giving to maintain the normal, ongoing, and new and expanding ministries in our next 100
years.
December 2021
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Memorials & Honorariums
In gratitude we received memorials this past month to support the ongoing ministry of St. Luke's. You too
can memorialize others with gifts to St. Luke's. You can also honor loved ones with honorariums given to St.
Luke's. Memorials and honorariums will be listed here each month. During the past month, the following
memorials and honorariums were made:
In Honor of
Evie Anderson
Pastor Gary & Pastor Kathy

Given By
Anonymous
Ness & Phylis Flores

Designation
Undesignated
General Fund

In Memory
Audrey Clemans
Audrey Clemans
Scott Hendrickson
Scott Hendrickson
Janet Kleist
Janet Kleist
Janet Kleist
Janet Kleist
Janet Kleist
Marnee Leonard

Given By
Ralph & Marion Clark
Joan Drew & Pamela Kehoe
Anonymous
Patricia & Dennis Kruck
Anonymous
Jay & Kathy Fontaine
Art & Marilyn Olson
Fran Parson
Richard & Sharon Wood
Rhonda Williams

Designation
Undesignated
Undesignated
Kids’ Music Scholarship
Kids’ Music Scholarship
Altar Guild
Altar Guild
Altar Guild
Altar Guild
Altar Guild
Undesignated

100th Anniversary Appeal
In Memory of
Viola & Michael Rucinski (parents),
Josephine & Edward Miller,
Mildred & Frank Hemauer (in-laws)
Chuck Stern
Chuck Stern
Janet Kleist

Given By

Designation

Shelby Hemauer
Ron & Kathy Pederson
Ed & Arlene Raether
Ed & Arlene Raether

Paraments
Paraments
Paraments
Paraments

2021 Income Tax Deductions
Thank you for your contributions to St. Luke’s. Your gifts to God fund a variety of
ministries that change lives. According to IRS regulations, all contributions for the
2021 tax year must be in the church office by December 31 or mailed in a letter
postmarked on or before December 31, to qualify as deductions for the 2021 tax
year.

Thrivent Choice Dollars

December Monthly
Mission:
St. Luke’s Endowment Fund
The Endowment Committee
distributes money from the fund
to local and global charities and
provides scholarships to St.
Luke’s members who are
attending college or seminary.

December 2021

Cindy Maigatter
Financial Administrator
Ext. 205
finance@stlukeslutheran.org
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Do you have a special designation
for your Thrivent Choice dollars?
All Thrivent Choice dollars are
held in the Memorial Fund as
undesignated and will be
assigned a purpose as needed. If
you know where you want your
Thrivent Choice dollars to go,
please let us know by calling or
emailing Cindy in the finance
office. Thank you!
6

Tanzania Partnership Corner
Maroroni and Kilima Moja Parishes
Samaria Parish &
Ascension Lutheran Church
God Bless All of the Confirmation Students!
Greetings from Baraka Melitha. He shared this photo
on Sunday, November 7, of the 15 new Christians in
KilimaMoja congregation at Penuel. The 12-14 yearolds are instructed for two years about Bible
knowledge. They will also have First Communion as
part of this passage into adulthood. On November 7,
Pastor Nathan Makenge shared this photo from
Bethlehem Confirmation service of the nine youth
affirming their baptism. We welcome these young
adults and all of the others confirmed over the next
several weeks as our newest sisters and brothers in
Christ.

Something special for the
Holidays!
Offered for a limited time only.
Holiday Selection, Whole Bean or Drip $15.00
Special Vienna Roast accentuates the subtle natural
flavors including honey, dark chocolate, with a winey
after-taste. Rich and flavorful, not bitter.

Holiday Sampler, 6 One-Pot Packages, $18.00
Regular Drip
Peaberry
Hazelnut
Butter Pecan
French Vanilla
Chocolate Raspberry

These are discounted prices for congregation purchases. Visit the St. Luke’s Mt. Meru Coffee Cart between Sunday
services during December, or place an order with Marilyn Olson at olsonwauk@aol.com or text/call 262.844.2519.
December 2021
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St. Luke’s and Child Life Ministries Receive the Waukesha Education Foundation
2021 Community Partner Award

Courtney Stangl, Director of Child Life Ministries,
and Pastor Jordan received the 2021 Community
Partner award on October 21 at the WEF Evening
for Education event.

Kim Tinder (center), mother of four CLM alum,
nominated St. Luke’s for this award. Courtney
Stangl, Director of Child Life Ministries, and CLM
Founder Judy Mayhew attended the October 21
awards presentation.

As St. Luke’s Lutheran celebrates 100 years of serving the Waukesha area community, they are also proud to
have served working families for 25 years with their Child Life Ministries (CLM) program. St. Luke’s CLM
provides infant and toddler care, preschool, before and after-school care and transportation to elementary
schools, and their 4K program is an SDW community partner. The transportation and wrap-around care is a
significant benefit for many families. In 2008, church
members volunteered at Saratoga Elementary School
in an after-school homework club and with the VEX
Robotics team. St. Luke’s partnered with the Salvation
Army to distribute food-filled backpacks every
weekend. That partnership moved to Whittier
Elementary in 2010, and St. Luke’s continues to
support the students, staff, and families at Whittier in
many ways. In response to the pandemic, St. Luke’s
provided 140 food packs every weekend to Whittier
students through Blessings in a Backpack, and CLM
served the families of many essential workers.
Attendees at the WEF Evening for Education were
Arlene and Ed Raether, Mary Green, Whittier
Social Worker, Diane Voit, Brandy Hart, Whittier
Principal, and Pastor Lindsay Jordan.

December 2021
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Extending Care for You
Our pastors make regular phone calls and visits to people in need of pastoral care. If you would like pastoral
care from one of our pastors, please call the church office at 262-542-2545. This is especially important if you
are going through life-transitions, illness, or trauma. If you change your address or enter a care facility or rehab center, please update the church office with your contact information.
Laurie Rohrwasser
Care & Prayer Ministries
Coordinator
lrohrwasser@ stlukeslutheran.org
phone extension: 204

Pastor Lindsay Jordan
Senior Pastor
pj@stlukeslutheran.org
phone extension: 303

Jennifer Dopke
Administrative Assistant
office@stlukeslutheran.org
phone extension: 300

Prayer Ministry
How can we pray for
you, a friend or a
loved one?
Our Prayer Team is
here for prayer
support during the
trials and joys of
daily life. If you or someone you
know needs prayer for any reason,
or if you have any questions,
please contact Laurie at
lrohrwasser@stlukeslutheran.org .
Perhaps there is someone you
know who could use a note of
encouragement or get well
wishes, I’d like to know that also.

Elegant Farmer
Fundraiser
Thank you so much for
supporting the Elegant
Farmer Pie Sale Fundraiser.
The Youth sold 70+ Pies and
7 Mini Hams raising
$475.00. The funds raised
will help the youth to offset
the cost to attend the 2022
ELCA Youth Gathering in
Minneapolis, MN.
December 2021

Pastor Steve Bogie
Associate Pastor
pastorsteve@stlukeslutheran.org
phone extension: 302

St. Luke’s Office Hours:
Monday – Friday
8:00am - 4:00pm
The office phone number is
262-542-2545.

Prayer Team
What a privilege it is to lift up the needs of others before
God! The need for prayer and prayer-ers grows daily!
Please consider becoming a member of our Prayer Team.
No meetings and passing on requests is not needed.
You will receive prayer requests via email or if so
desired, a direct phone call from a designated person.
You are asked to pray daily for that request. No specific
time or type of prayer. Simply ask God to guide you as
you pray. Did you know you can pray anywhere and at any time? How
about in the shower or brushing your teeth? What about when you’re
at one of your children’s practices or games? How about while waiting
for an appointment? All are acceptable places to pray. Prayer time can
be as long or as short as you choose. All we ask is that you lift these
people up daily in prayer. Please consider this vital ministry, I can
promise you, you will never regret it!
Contact Laurie lrohrwasser@stlukeslutheran.org for more information
and/or to be a part of this ministry team.

Christmas Cookie Sale – 12/18 & 12/19
No cinnamon rolls in December as Santa’s Elves are busy baking homemade
Christmas cookies. Who doesn’t love the yummy Christmas treats – minus
the mess! Cookies will be pre-packaged and available in the following
options:
1 dozen variety (may contain cookies with nuts or peanut butter)
1 dozen variety (no nuts)
Gluten-free
Pre-orders recommended to guarantee availability of your preferred option.
To pre-order see Cari or one of the youth on Sunday mornings or contact Cari
(youth@stlukeslutheran.org or 262-312-0505). Please place pre-orders by
Dec 15th. Cookies will be available for pick-up the weekend of Dec 18th and
19th before and after all services.
The Epistle
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Youth News
Discipleship Training (DT)
Come join us in the Youth Room on Sunday mornings during the Education Hour at 9:15 for Discipleship
Training. Get ready to explore and learn more about your faith. Friends are always welcome.
December Activities
12/5 9:30a Meet in the Sanctuary with Sunday School for the Opening (Christmas Program) then
we will go down to the Youth Room to study Forgiveness & Confessions
12n DT & HSYG combined activity movie at Marcus Majestic (Private Theater)
*** RSVP REQUIRED as limited # of tickets are available***
12/12 Christmas Program Practice & DT Youth Listening Session
12/14 Listening Session for Youth and Adults 6pm-7:30pm in the Youth Room
12/15 &/or 12/17 6PM Decorate Cookies for Cookie Sale
12/18 8:30 AM Box Christmas Cookies
10 AM Children’s Christmas Program Practice
4:30PM-6:30PM Christmas Cookie Sale
12/19 7:45AM-12noon Christmas Cookie Sale
10:30AM Service Children’s Christmas Program
12noon Christmas Party Luncheon with HSYG (RSVP to Cari by 12/15)
12/26 No DT Class – Winter Break
***LUTHERDALE RETREAT REGISTRATION DUE by 12/31***
1/2
No DT Class – Winter Break

High School Youth Group
High School Youth Group is open to all youth in 9th -12th grade. Friends are always welcome.
December Activities
12/5 12n DT & HSYG combined activity movie at Marcus Majestic (Private Theater)
*** RSVP REQUIRED as limited # of tickets are available***
12/12 HS Listening Session and Service Project
12/14 Listening Session for Youth and Adults 6pm-7:30pm in the Youth Room
12/15 &/or 12/17 6PM Decorate Cookies for Cookie Sale
12/18 8:30AM Box Cookies for Cookie Sale
4:30PM-6PM Christmas Cookie Sale
12/19 7:45AM-12noon Christmas Cookie Sale
12noon Christmas Party Luncheon with DT (RSVP to Cari by 12/15)
12/26 No HSYG – Winter Break
1/2
No HSYG – Winter Break
Christmas Party for DT & HSYG
All MS and HS youth are invited to the Youth Christmas Party Luncheon.
Come celebrate the joy of the Christmas season with us.
Sunday, December 19, 12noon-3pm
Bring a $10 gift for our Gift Exchange with a Twist
Wear your favorite Christmas Fashion (or Ugly Christmas Sweater), bring a dish to share and join us for lunch
and festivities as we celebrate
Please RSVP and sign up with Cari (youth@stlukeslutheran.org) by December 15 th
December 2021
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Affirmation of Baptism
We are a church whose unity is in Jesus Christ, who gathers us around word and water, wine
and bread. Baptism is a significant part of our faith journey as we come from the baptismal
waters to live a new life as children of God.
The following youth have made a conscious decision to move forward in their faith journey.
By choosing to affirm their baptismal promise they are completing the journey that their
parents started for them as children. We are delighted in this moment and are excited to
celebrate with them.

We are proud to present the following confirmands who affirm their baptism on Sunday,
October 31, 2021:

Drew Alexander Hombs Edlbeck
Paige Ashlyn Kohlman
Grant McCammon Snider

December 2021

Lauren Bingham Snider
Connor George Tank
Matthew Christopher Warnes
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Child Life Ministries
2022-2023 4K at St. Luke’s

Give to CLM through Amazon

If you know a child that will be 4 by September 1,
2022, it's time to start thinking about 4K! St. Luke's
Child Life Ministries is a proud community partner
with the School District of Waukesha. This means
you can sign your 4Ker up at our center and still have
access to all of our quality programming in addition
to the DPI sponsored District 4K! In addition to SDW
4K, we offer wrap-around care and 4 year old
preschool. Families that are current St. Luke's
families or past 4K families are able to Pre-enroll at
St. Luke's without going into a lottery. But don't wait
too long! We only have 42 spots available!

Child Life Ministries has created an Amazon Wish
List! If you are interested in sprinkling some extra
holiday cheer on CLM, you can find our wish list
here: https://a.co/7CrRepS

Registration for 4K begins December 1st and ends
January 28th. Enrollment begins online. If you have
any questions, please reach out to:

Courtney Stangl at cstangl@stlukeslutheran.org
262-522-6738.
or

Liz Anderson landerson@stlukeslutheran.org
262-522-6747.

Sharing the Love
Christmas is quickly approaching and
along with that comes our Sharing the
Love program. This year Sharing the
Love will be a combination of the ornament tree and
SignUpGenius. Please watch your weekly
announcements for the link! The tree will contain
ornaments that are for gift cards and the
SignUpGenius will give you an option to choose a
present. All presents and gift cards are due no later
than December 19th.

December Giving for Preschool
The Preschool children are collecting baby
items for a “Happy Birthday Baby Jesus”
box. The Food Pantry always has a huge
need for baby items, and we would like to help by
collecting baby food, formula, diapers, and baby
wipes. Please help us fill our box! The donation box will
be located in the Preschool hallway by the information
table (it will be wrapped in Christmas
paper). Please bring your items by Tuesday,
December 21, if you are able to
contribute. Thank you!

If you are looking ahead to the 2022 school year, now is a great time to come in for a tour before registration
gets going! Call or email today to check out our Preschool and 4K classrooms!
Preschool-Liz Anderson landerson@stlukeslutheran.org 262-522-6747
4K-Courtney Stangl cstangl@stlukeslutheran.org 262-522-6738
December 2021
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Serving Opportunity

Looking for the Perfect
Christmas Gift?
Please purchase one of our
100th anniversary limited
edition battery operated
clocks, either wall mounted or
on a small stand. The cost is a
$15.00 donation and they can
be purchased at the Church
Office or before/after worship
services.
The clocks are about 7”x4” in
size.

It's time to update our list of volunteers
willing to help serve funeral meals. Serving
family and friends in their time of loss is at
the heart of our church family. If you are
able to help, please sign the sheet on SignUp bulletin board, or email the church
office (office@stlukeslutheran.org) Help is
needed weekdays or weekends. The work
involves set-up, serving and clean up;
requires light lifting, standing and walking.
If you can help just 2 times a year, please
consider signing up. We need team
leaders and coordinators too. If you are an
organized person, this is a place for you.

Since 2004, Eras Senior Network has provided self-sufficiency care packages to isolated and low-income
seniors and adults with disabilities. This year, Eras is excited to work with the community to provide gifts to
881 older adults in Milwaukee County and Waukesha County.
Due to the uncertainty of COVID-19, we will be mailing
our gifts again this year and focusing on the most basic
needs. Please help us give $60 in gift cards and postage
stamps to each of our recipients. Below is our wish list:
Holiday Giving Wish List:
$10 Walgreens Gift Cards
$10 Pick ‘n Save Gift Cards
$10 Walmart Gift Cards
Books of Forever Stamps
To include your contribution in this year’s packages,
please donate your gifts by Monday, December 13, 2021. Please also include receipts or value with each gift
card.
Mailing Your Donation: If you are able to mail your donation to us, please do so to help with social
distancing. Donations of items or funds to purchase items can be mailed to:

Eras Senior Network (Attn: Becca Snow)
2607 N Grandview Blvd Suite 150
Waukesha, WI 53188
Other Eras Volunteer Opportunities in the School District of Waukesha
Whittier Elementary School Requests:
3rd grade teachers looking for volunteers to work with students on math (mornings or afternoons)
All grade levels would like volunteers to work with the students on reading support.
Looking for volunteer to help with administrative work (copying, etc.)
Contact Corinn Marich at 262-522-2403 or Corinn.Marich@Eras.org to get involved.

December 2021
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Discover the Life
of Christ in the
Glass Images

The winged forms of this first
glass panel found along the
east aisle signify prophesy
and praise. The winged
forms have been
incorporated into the new
logo for St. Luke’s as shown
on the new banner.

Explore the images of the Life of Christ shown from right to left:

December 2021
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We Love to Tell the Stories…100 Years of Being Fed at God’s
Table
The St. Luke’s faith community has been blessed greatly over the last 100
years with caring, loving members living out our mission of helping people
make life-changing connections with God through Jesus Christ. St. Luke’s is a
faith community committed to connecting, growing and serving.
This month, our story is about the support members of the congregation
provided to Displaced Persons (refugees) following the end of World War II.
Word of the generosity of St. Luke’s members spread in the immigrant
community and made a difference to many.
Grace Cloninger, wife of Pastor Glenn Cloninger (served St. Luke’s from 1942-1973) shared her memories of
that time with the 90th Anniversary Committee.
St. Luke’s sponsored a refugee family from Latvia. Arvid and Erika Vilnin and their daughter, Raita lived on
the grandfather’s farm in Latvia when the Nazi army invaded in 1944. They experienced occupation from the
Nazis and the Russians and lived in five different refugee camps before coming to Waukesha. St. Luke’s
helped the family find a house and a job for Arvid. The Vilnins were the only family officially sponsored by St.
Luke’s Lutheran. Pastor Cloninger asked members to bring household items to help the Vilnins furnish their
home.
At this time, St. Luke’s had purchased three houses on Carroll Street behind the church in anticipation of the
building of a new church. The congregation of St. Luke’s was so generous with the donation of furniture,
appliances and other household items that the garages of the three homes were soon filled. Word spread
among other refugees that the people of St. Luke’s would help them get jobs, houses to rent and help furnish
their homes. In all, Mrs. Cloninger noted as many as 200
refugees were helped by St. Luke’s members.
Margarete Huebner, a refugee from Germany, worked as St.
Luke’s office secretary from 1951 to 1967. She had grown up
in Nuremberg, Germany and attended business college there.
During World War II, bombs had destroyed her home, her job
was gone and food was in short supply. She came to the
United States in 1949 sponsored by a cousin living in Valders,
Wisconsin. In 1951, she was speaking to a Lutheran Women’s
Circle in Chicago and learned of the need for a secretary at St.
Luke’s Lutheran in Waukesha. She applied and was hired.
Margarete Huebner became a US citizen. After her retirement
in 1967, she returned to Germany where her brother and
other family members lived. During her time at St. Luke’s, she
treasured the warmth and friendship of the congregation. A
number of members were able to continue their friendship
with visits to her home in Germany.
The blessings of the Holy Spirit continue…

Margaret Huebner circa 1971

Do you have a story you want to share? Contact the church office. We love to tell the stories.
December 2021
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New Member Sessions

Welcome to the Font Baptismal Gatherings

All those wishing to become members of the
congregation are invited to attend a new member’s
session during Adult Forum. We meet to talk about
what membership at St. Luke’s means, get to know
others who are becoming members, and prepare
for the reception of members. New members will
be received into the congregation during worship
the following Sunday with an Affirmation of
Baptism. Dates for new member sessions and
reception to the congregation are:

Pre-baptismal gatherings, Welcome to the Font, are
scheduled quarterly. This is a time for parents
preparing for baptism to join together with other
parents while learning about God’s work for them
and their children in Holy Baptism. Welcome to the
Font gatherings are scheduled on the following
Tuesdays:

Session
Jan. 16, 2022
May 15, 2022
Sept. 18, 2022

Baptisms are scheduled only after attending a
Welcome to the Font gathering. Call the church
office with any questions: 262-542-2545.

Affirmation of Baptism
Jan. 23, 2022
May 22, 2022
Sept 25, 2022

To be a part of one of the sessions, call the church
office at 262-542-2545. Adult Forum is held every
Sunday at 9:30 a.m. in the Chapel.

December 2021

December 7
March 8

6:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.-8:00 p.m.

Needle & Thimble
Needle and Thimble has resumed on Tuesdays in the
Fellowship Hall at 8:30am. All are welcome to join us
to make quilts for Lutheran World Relief. Sewing skills
are not necessary. If you can tie a knot, we have a spot
for you. We will not meet on Dec. 21 & 28.
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St. Luke’s Calendar for December 2021
Wednesday, December 1
9:30 a.m.
Search Bible Study
6:00 p.m.
Godsbells
7:00 p.m.
NA
7:00 p.m.
GIFT
7:15 p.m.
Voices of Faith
9:30 a.m.
4:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Thursday, December 2
Prayer Shawl
Joyful Noise
Saints & Sinners

5:00 p.m.

Saturday, December 4
Worship

Sunday, December 5
8:15 a.m.
Worship
9:15 a.m.
DT
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Adult Forum
10:30 a.m. Worship
11:30 a.m. Executive Committee
6:00 p.m.
Men’s AA
8:00 a.m.
6:45 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Monday, December 6
Amigos
Al-Anon
Women’s AA

8:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, December 7
Needle & Thimble
1st Tuesday Book Club
OA
Welcome to the Font

Wednesday, December 8
9:30 a.m.
Search Bible Study
6:00 p.m.
Godsbells
6:30 p.m.
CLM Board Meeting
7:00 p.m.
NA
7:15 p.m.
Voices of Faith
4:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Thursday, December 9
Joyful Noise
Saints & Sinners

Saturday, December 11
5:00 p.m.
Worship
Sunday, December 12
8:15 a.m.
Worship
9:15 a.m.
DT
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Adult Forum
9:30 a.m.
Mt. Meru Coffee Sales
9:30 a.m.
Men’s Chorus
10:30 a.m. Worship
6:00 p.m.
Men’s AA

Wednesday, December 15
9:30 a.m.
Search Bible Study
5:30 p.m.
Facilities/Maintenance
6:00 p.m.
Godsbells
7:00 p.m.
NA
7:00 p.m.
GIFT
7:15 p.m.
Voices of Faith
Thursday, December 16
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Shawl
4:30 p.m.
Joyful Noise
5:30 p.m.
Stewardship Committee
6:00 p.m.
Saints & Sinners

Tuesday, December 28
OA
Personnel Committee
Women of Faith

Wednesday, December 29
9:30 a.m.
Search Bible Study
6:30 p.m.
NA
Thursday, December 30
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Shawl
4:30 p.m.
Joyful Noise
6:00 p.m.
Saints & Sinners

Saturday, December 18
5:00 p.m.
Worship

Friday, December 31
Church office closes at noon.

Sunday, December 19
8:15 a.m.
Worship
9:15 a.m.
DT
9:30 a.m.
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.
Adult Forum
10:30 a.m. Worship with Youth
Christmas Program
6:00 p.m.
Men’s AA

Saturday, January 1
New Year’s Day
No 5:00 p.m. Worship

8:00 a.m.
6:45 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Monday, December 20
Amigos
Al-Anon
Women’s AA

5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

Tuesday, December 21
OA
Finance Committee
Congregational Council

8:15 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Sunday, January 2
Worship
Worship
Men’s AA

Monday, January 3
Church office closed
8:00 a.m.
Amigos
6:45 p.m.
Al-Anon
8:00 p.m.
Women’s AA

Wednesday, December 22
9:30 a.m.
Search Bible Study
6:00 p.m.
Godsbells
7:00 p.m.
NA
7:15 p.m.
Voices of Faith
Thursday, December 23
4:30 p.m.
Joyful Noise
Friday, December 24
Christmas Eve
Church office closes at noon
4:00 p.m.
Worship
5:30 p.m.
Worship
7:00 p.m.
Worship
10:30 p.m. Worship
Saturday, December 25
Christmas Day
9:00 a.m.
Worship
No 5:00 p.m. Worship

8:00 a.m.
6:45 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Monday, December 13
Amigos
Al-Anon
Women’s AA

Sunday, December 26
8:15 a.m.
Worship
10:00 a.m. Worship
6:00 p.m.
Men’s AA

8:30 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

Tuesday, December 14
Needle & Thimble
OA

Monday, December 27
Church office closed
8:00 a.m.
Amigos
6:45 p.m.
Al-Anon
8:00 p.m.
Women’s AA

December 2021

5:00 p.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
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Epistle Online
Are you still receiving a paper copy of The
Epistle in the mail? Reading The Epistle online
saves paper and postage, allows you to print
only the pages you want, includes live links, and
is in full color. If you would like to receive our
weekly Connections email and our monthly
newsletter, The Epistle, by email please contact
the church office at 262-542-2545 or
office@stlukeslutheran.org.
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