
 
March 7, 2021 

Third Sunday of Lent 

 

PRELUDE Processional on Lift High the Cross Donald Busarow 
 

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, 

And of the ☩ Son, 

And the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

 



God of all mercy and consolation, 

Come to the help of your people, 

Turning us from our sin 

To live for you alone. 

Give us the power of your Holy Spirit 

That we may confess our sin, 

Receive your forgiveness,  

And grow into the fullness  

Of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Most merciful God,  

We confess 

That we are captive to sin 

And cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you  

In thought, word, and deed, 

By what we have done 

And by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you  

With our whole heart; 

We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

For the sake 

Of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.   

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 

So that we may delight in your will 

And walk in your ways,  

To the glory of your holy name. 

Amen 

 

In the mercy of almighty God,… 

In the name of the Father, 

And of the Son, 

And of the Holy Spirit. 

 Amen. 

 



GATHERING HYMN In the Cross of Christ I Glory ELW 324 

 
  



APOSTOLIC GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,   

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you.     

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Holy God, … one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

  

SCRIPTURE READING  1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

A reading from 1 Corinthians. 

 
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 

being saved it is the power of God. 19For it is written, 

 “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

  and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 
20Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? 

Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, 

the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of 

our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire 

wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to 

Gentiles, 24but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 

God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and 

God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

 Thanks be to God. 

 

  



GOSPEL  John 2:13-22 

The holy gospel according to John. 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 

 
13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple he 

found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers seated at their 

tables. 15Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the temple, both the sheep 

and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their 

tables. 16He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop 

making my Father’s house a marketplace!” 17His disciples remembered that it was 

written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18The Jews then said to him, “What sign 

can you show us for doing this?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in 

three days I will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “This temple has been under 

construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21But he was 

speaking of the temple of his body. 22After he was raised from the dead, his disciples 

remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus 

had spoken. 

 
The gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON  Pastor Jordan 

 

  



HYMN OF THE DAY Lift High the Cross ELW 660 

 



 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 

  



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

You are what God made you to be: 

created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

chosen as holy and beloved, 

freed to serve your neighbor. 

God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, 

in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 

 Amen. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE  There in God’s Garden Kristina Langlois 
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