300 Carroll Street Waukesha, WI 53186-4787

The Epistle
Church Office Hours:
8:00am—4:00pm
Monday-Friday
Phone: 262-542-2545
Fax: 262-542-1254
E-mail:
office@stlukeslutheran.org
Website:
www.stlukeslutheran.org
Facebook: facebook.com/
sllcwauk

Pastor Lindsay Jordan
Senior Pastor
Ext. 303
pj@stlukeslutheran.org
Pastor Steve Bogie
Associate Pastor
Ext. 302
pastorsteve@stlukeslutheran.org
CLM Child Care
6:30am—6:00pm
Monday –Friday
(unless otherwise noted)
Courtney Stangl
Director of Child Life
Ministries
Ext. 129
262-522-6738
cstangl@stlukeslutheran.org
Liz Anderson
Preschool Administrator
Ext.101
262-522-6747
landerson@stlukeslutheran.org
December 2020

Helping people make a
life-changing connection with
Jesus Christ,
St. Luke’s is a faith community
committed to connecting,
growing, and serving.
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Advent Waiting
Our season of waiting, Advent, comes among us
even as we wait for relief from the ongoing
pandemic. We’ve grown accustom to waiting,
even as we grow impatient. We want relief. We
want life to return to normal. We hope salvation
will come soon – that’s what we’re waiting for, to
be saved from the tedium of the days, the worry
of this season, the real threat that we might be
infected and might infect somebody else.
Salvation is coming, says the prophet. One is
coming who will bring good news to the
oppressed, who will bind up the brokenhearted, who will proclaim freedom to
those being held captive, who will bring release to those in confinement.
(Isaiah 61) The Lord is at work among us.
The Lord is at work among us. The headlines announce that God is enlightening
scientists and helping them develop vaccines to ward off infection. Already two
have been announced – each with high rates of effectiveness. This is God at
work us.
The Lord is at work among us. God is sustaining us through the Word of Hope
so that we can endure in these days. God is providing for us even as we grieve
what we have lost. God is bringing comfort in our midst. Even as we wait for
the Lord’s work to come fully among us, God is sustaining us.
So, we must continue to do what the prophets called us to do: we will wait for
the salvation of the Lord to come. But we do not wait as people without hope.
For we know that Jesus comes into the world, as one born in humanity. Jesus
chooses to show up in weary places and for you and me and for all who suffer.
Jesus is among us – even as we wait.
So, do not give up hope, people of God. The days is coming and is already
appearing. The Lord’s salvation is near. Keep awake and watch. We’ll see it
soon… We’ll see it again and again, until that great and final day when God
makes all things as God intends them to be. Then, all our days of waiting will be
over.
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“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let

your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” John 14:27 NRSV
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ:
As we get closer to the celebration of Christmas, we can reflect on the life-giving light that our Creator has provided
through the birth of Jesus Christ. Jesus is the light that shines through the darkness of this world. Yet, as we enter this
holy time of year, the “season” of COVID we are experiencing can make it hard for us to see the light that shines
through Christ.
When life is filled with anxiety and fear during this time of year it can help to look to the Christmas story. Bethlehem, a
place of mystery and wonder, far removed from the crazy world in which we live, where angels populate the skies and
appear to shepherds in the fields. It is in this holy scene where we come to know, far from the problems of the world, a
mother and father, and their firstborn son. It is through this firstborn child, that humanity will someday come to know
God’s far reaching love for all. Can you feel the stress start to lessen? Familiar as it is, the Christmas story provides a
brief escape from the real world we face each day, a world that has difficulty finding time for self and God.
As people who live in North America, there is a certain speed to our lives. Yet, when we do not find time to unwind or
disconnect, we can begin to feel unhappy about the pace of our lives. Instead of taking the time to find something that
gives us self-care, we continue to sacrifice ourselves for the things that can take away our time, energy, joy, and peace.
This holiday season Jesus invites us to make some room for God. We see this invitation in the Bible. In Matthew’s
Gospel Jesus says to us, “Come to me, all who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.” I
have used this text on countless occasions. It is a favorite of mine, because it speaks to many people on many levels. In
this invitation, personally given by Jesus, we are reminded of a way of life that embodies rest and peace.
God may be placing an invitation on our hearts this Advent season, and that invitation is to make room for Jesus, so
one can find rest for their souls. If we take time for Jesus through prayer, worship, and reading scripture, we can find
rest from the burdens we face in our lives. Yet, in the midst of this changing world it is hard to see how taking time for
God can give us rest.
Come and see how God can provide rest for your soul. You are invited to make
space for Jesus when you feel bogged down by life. If you do, you can find rest
for the burdens you are facing, because you are facing them with Jesus by your
side.
Life is more peaceful when we make room for Jesus in our lives, especially
during the craziest times of this holiday season. One can find rest from the
burdens they face when they take time for God, which is good news on this
day.
Peace be with you all!

Steve Bogie Pastor

All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord
through the prophet: “Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear
a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means,
“God is with us.” Matthew 1:22-23 NRSV
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Church Council Contact Information
Eli Larson (President)
larsonel@me.com
262-442-6978

Bill Oliver (Vice President)
bill.dreamcatcher@sbcglobal.net
414-339-1876

John Lindberg (Treasurer)
lindepack@twc.com
608-279-6787

Sherry Skogman (Sec)
sskogman@aol.com
262-442-9233

Ashley Bregantini
wx3swim@gmail.com
262-366-2330

Laura Cameron
laurac@wi.rr.com
414-303-1192

Jody Geibl
jgeibl@wi.rr.com
414-530-5724

Tim Grove
tpgrove@yahoo.com
262-308-5222

Jim Kieso
mrkieso@gmail.com
262-442-1749

Pam Olson
aolson10@wi.rr.com
414-520-8292

Pastor Steve Bogie
pastorsteve@stlukeslutheran.org
262-542-2545

Pastor Lindsay Jordan
pj@stlukeslutheran.org
262-542-2545

Council Notes
1. We would like to thank all participants who had the opportunity to
attend an event that St. Luke’s hosted around a conversation with
members of the community around unconscious bias and historical
perspective. Anyone who is interested in additional information
may e-mail Pastor Steve Bogie.
2. The council would like to thank all of the effort the Stewardship for
All Seasons committee has put forth these past months. We had a
wonderful stewardship weekend and greatly appreciate all those
who volunteered during the phonathon. Through this hard work we
will be able to Sustain our Ministry Excellence.
3. The listening session related to St. Luke’s COVID-19 Response was
well attended. We appreciate the time and efforts people made
during this time. All voices were heard and taken into consideration
as the council continues monthly deliberations. At this time the
council continues their support virtual services only. The council
will continue to discuss, deliberate, and pray over the return to indoor in person worship. We will keep our Faith community informed of any changes.

Annual Meeting
February 21, 2021
11:30 a.m.
Watch Connections
for more information.

CLM News
The school year is off to a great start. We have continued to enforce our COVID policies to ensure the safety of our staff
and children, which includes smaller class sizes, new portable sinks, temperature checks, and no co-mingling of groups.
Our staff is so honored to be able to keep the church's mission going continuously through these crazy times.
All church families who have a child eligible for the 2021-2022 4K program have been entered into the district's preenrollment list. I know it's crazy to think so far ahead, but enrollment for 4K starts in December! Please keep your eye
out for emails and letters from the district that will help walk you through the process. If you have any questions,
please call Courtney at 262-522-6738 or email cstangl@stlukeslutheran.org.
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Drive Through Communion

Council Votes to Extend Virtual Worship

If you’d like to receive Holy Communion in December,
you’ll be able to do so by driving into the parking lot on
dates when Drive Through Communion is offered. In
December, those dates are:
Sunday, December 6, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday, December 16, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 20, 9:30 – 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday, December 23, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.

Stewardship Committee Thanks You!
Thank you to all who have completed Statement of Intent
Cards. As of the writing of this article, in Mid November,
we have received more than 30 pledges beyond those
received this year. When 50% of our giving units return
statements of intent, a challenge grant of $5,000 will be
released for the church. If you haven’t returned your card,
yet, you can do so through our website
stlukeslutheran.org or by mail. Thank you, again, to all
who have already participated in the campaign. We are on
our way to Sustaining Ministry Excellence.

The pandemic wears on and the council is paying
attention to it and your comments. All are in
agreement – nobody likes the situation we find
ourselves in. The council is repeatedly engaging in deep
dialogue about what is safe and right to do for our faith
community in light of the pandemic. It is listening to
and hearing comments offered at the recent listening
session. At the heart of the council’s deliberations lie
central questions: What is the right stance for the
church to take in society when all are being asked by
civil leaders to stop gatherings? Can we as a church
keep our members safe if we gather together for inperson worship? Considering the questions, the
council, at its November meeting, continued its lengthy
deliberation on whether to meet for in-person, indoor
worship. Then it voted to continue worship virtually
through the end of 2020 in response to the questions
posed by the pandemic. Keep praying that this
pandemic will come to an end soon.

Finance Committee Update
As previously reported, earlier this year St. Luke's qualified for a Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loan from the
Small Business Administration under the Coronavirus Aid Relief and Security (CARES) Act. That loan was approved and
we received $198,500 in April. Within the past few weeks, we were notified that under CARES Act guidelines, the
entire loan amount was completely forgiven by the SBA. We are immensely grateful for this blessing which was used
to maintain salaries and benefits for our church and CLM staff members this year.
In addition, Courtney Stangl, our CLM Director, has been diligently searching for grant funds and has been successful in
making application, and receiving those grants. All good gifts from God!
Concerning our goal to reach $750,000 for our second debt-reduction campaign, we are projecting to have
approximately $640,000 collected by year end, representing 80% of that goal. To those members who have already
paid or exceeded their respective pledges, we are thankful for your support. To those who will be fulfilling their
pledge before the campaign end date in March 2021, we pray you will be able to honor your commitment.
We are now finalizing our 2021 stewardship pledge process and extend our thanks those who returned their pledge
cards or entered their intent online. We are close to qualifying for the $5,000 challenge grant that was generously
initiated by one of our member couples.
And while we are pleased to see debt reduction contributions, and 2021 pledges, it is important to note that
December is typically a large giving month at St. Luke's. We pray that this trend continues despite the absence of inperson worship.
We have seen solid financial contributions over these last several months and extend our gratitude for the continued
faithfulness and support of our members and friends.
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Advent Series

2020 Offering Statements

This year’s Advent
Worship series is
entitled “God With
Us.” Using Advent
themes for worship
and preaching, the
series also lifts up
the ministry we do
through ELCA World
Hunger. You can pick
up your Advent
calendar and
devotional book at
the Welcome Center.

Any offerings that you would like
posted to your 2020 contributions
need to be received in the office
by
December 30, 2020.
Please see pg. 15 for an important
tax deduction announcement!

Cindy Maigatter
Financial Administrator
Ext. 205
finance@stlukeslutheran.org

December Monthly
Mission
St. Luke’s Endowment Fund

Sharing the Love

Holiday Office Hours
Please note the changes to office hours during
the holiday season:
Thursday, December 24, Christmas Eve
8:00 a.m.—Noon
Friday, December 25, Christmas Day
Closed
Thursday, December 31, New Year’s Eve
8:00 a.m.—Noon
Friday, January 1, New Year’s Day
Closed

December 2020

St. Luke’s has an annual
program called Sharing the
Love, which helps families
that need a little extra love
for the holidays. This year’s
will look a little different.
Instead of a tree, we will
have a sign up online to
choose a gift to
purchase. This sign-up will
be sent out to the
congregation by email when
it is ready to go. We would
like to encourage our
congregation and CLM
families to join in the fun
and adopt a person for the
holidays. It’s a great opportunity to help spread joy this year. All
gifts need to be returned unwrapped to Courtney by
December 18th. If you or a family you know is struggling this
year due to COVID, and you would like them to be added to
our list, please let Courtney know
ASAP cstangl@stlukeslutheran.org.
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Extending Care for You
Our pastors make regular phone calls and visits to people in need of pastoral care. If you would like pastoral care from
one of our pastors, please call the church office at 262-542-2545. This is especially important if you are going through
life-transitions, illness, or trauma. If you change your address or enter a care facility or rehab center, please update the
church office with your contact information.

Laurie Rohrwasser
Care & Prayer Ministries
Coordinator
lrohrwasser@ stlukeslutheran.org
phone extension: 204
Jennifer Dopke
Administrative Assistant
office@stlukeslutheran.org
phone extension: 300

Pastor Steve Bogie
Associate Pastor
pastorsteve@stlukeslutheran.org
phone extension: 302
Pastor Lindsay Jordan
Senior Pastor
pj@stlukeslutheran.org
phone extension: 303

St. Luke’s Office Hours:
Monday – Friday
8:00am - 4:00pm
The office phone number is
262-542-2545.

Prayer Team

Connections: A New Name

Our Prayer Team has a place for you!
Lifting up the needs and the joys of
others is truly a gift for them and a
privilege and blessing to those who
pray. Requests come to me, I email
them to you, and you pray for them.
You chose where, how and when.
There isn’t a right or wrong way to
pray! Please prayerfully consider
joining our team. Contact Laurie
Rohrwasser for more information at
lrohrwasser@stlukeslutheran.org.

Our weekly email blast has a new
name. We will be referring to it as
Connections, a title chosen to echo
our mission statement: “Helping
people make life-changing
connections with Jesus Christ…” If
you’re not receiving Connections,
call Jennifer in the church office at
262-542-2545 and subscribe.

Prayer Shawl Ministry
St. Luke’s Prayer Shawl Ministry is
for YOU but we need YOUR
help! When you know of someone
who may be hurting or needs a lift,
please consider sharing love and
prayers with a prayer patch, prayer
shawl, or lap robe. During the
knitting or crocheting of each item,
prayers are given for
the recipient. They are then blessed
and an inspirational saying
is enclosed. Please join our ministry
by distributing our handmade items
located in the church’s history hall.
December 2020
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Tree of Remembrance
The Tree of Remembrance is an important tradition at St. Luke’s to serve as a memorial to those that have died. It is a
reminder to us all that although Christmas is a celebratory time of the year, there are others for whom this season
may increase a sense of loss, grief or sadness. The Tree of Remembrance honors the memory of those we miss at this
time of the year.
We will continue to display
the Tree of Remembrance in the Narthex though
collecting names will be a little different this
year. You are invited to call or email St. Luke’s
office to share the name of the individual(s) you
would like honor with a cross ornament to hang
the tree this year. Names will be gathered and
added to the tree during the month of
December.
“I am the resurrection and the life.”
John 11:25

St. Luke’s Calendar for January 2021
Wednesday, December 2

9:30 a.m.

Search Bible Study

Thursday, December 3

5:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
Choir

Joyful Noise Virtual Choir
Saints & Sinners Virtual

Sunday, December 6

11:00 a.m. DT 7/8
11:30 a.m. Executive Committee
2:00 p.m. Youth Group

Monday, December 7

8:00 a.m.
6:45 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Amigos
Al-Anon
Women’s AA

Wednesday, December 9

9:30 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
virtual

Search Bible Study
CLM Advisory Board,

Thursday, December 10

5:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
Choir

Joyful Noise Virtual Choir
Saints & Sinners Virtual

Sunday, December 13

11:00 a.m. DT 7/8

Monday, December 14

8:00 a.m.
6:45 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Amigos
Al-Anon
Women’s AA

December 2020

Tuesday, December 15

Epistle Articles Due
6:00 p.m. Finance Committee
6:30 p.m. Congregational Council

Wednesday, December 16

9:30 a.m.
5:50 p.m.

Search Bible Study
Facilities/Maintenance

Thursday, December 17

5:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Joyful Noise Virtual Choir
Saints & Sinners Virtual

Sunday, December 20

11:00 a.m. DT 7//8
2:00 p.m. Youth Group

Monday, December 28

8:00 a.m.
6:45 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Amigos
Al-Anon
Women’s AA

Wednesday, December 30
No Search Bible Study

Thursday, December 31

New Year’s Eve
Office Hours 8:00 a.m.-Noon

Friday, January 1
New Year’s Day
Office Closed

Monday, December 21

8:00 a.m.
6:45 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Amigos
Al-Anon
Women’s AA

Wednesday, December 23
No Search Bible Study

Thursday, December 24

Christmas Eve
Office Hours 8:00 a.m.-Noon

Friday, December 25
Christmas Day
Office Closed
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St. Luke’s Has Partnered with Mt. Meru Coffee Project for 20 Years
In 1999, a coffee farmer living on the slopes of Mt. Meru in Tanzania asked a visiting Milwaukee pastor the simple
question: “We grow coffee; you drink coffee; would you buy your coffee from us?” With an answer of “Yes,” the Mt.
Meru Coffee Project was born.

Sue Resheske and Diane Valentine, members of St. Luke’s, were early to
support the Project to provide small farmers with a fair price for their
premium coffee. This fair trade price provides an increase in farm income,
allowing the farmers to educate their children, access healthcare, and
support their families with dignity.
Marilyn Olson got involved about twelve
years ago and brought the sales cart to
our St. Luke’s lobby to allow members of
our congregation to purchase this fair
trade coffee.
The Project imports, roasts, packages and distributes the coffee grown by over
2000 coffee farmers. An average of 8 to 12 tons of coffee is shipped to Milwaukee
each year--over 200 tons of coffee through 2020 has been imported.
The Mt. Meru Coffee Project is improving the standard of living in the entire
region. Members of the St. Luke’s 2014 delegation to Tanzania visited the Sifael
family farm and met Elisha (right) and saw first-hand how well the Project works.
Mt. Meru Premium Coffee is roasted every week in Milwaukee and then ground,
packaged, and shipped from our facility at Martin Luther Lutheran Church - 9235
West Bluemound Road, Milwaukee WI 53226. Dennis Voit volunteers regularly
to assist with order fulfillment and can be the link for special delivery of your
coffee orders to St. Luke’s.

We are not having coffee sales at church, but you can still purchase
Mt. Meru coffee online at https://www.mtmerucoffee.org/ Because of
the strong volunteer ties to Waukesha for the order fulfillment, special
delivery of your coffee purchases can be made without shipping costs.
December 2020
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How To Pray When You Don’t Know What To Say
This is just one of the things Shelia Walsh addresses in her book “Praying
Women”. This year, Women of Faith Bible Study will be using Shelia’s book.
Through her book we will also discuss those prayer struggles that seem to
get in our way of having a conversation with God. Shelia gets real when she
shares her own struggles with prayer and offers up suggestions to overcome
those struggles. This book seems as though it was written for just this time in
our world. Come, join in the conversation, and see what Shelia has to say.
Come and hear God’s Words just for you.
We will meet virtually via Zoom on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month
from 6:30pm-8:30pm. You may purchase “Praying Women” on Amazon,
Kindle and other places both audio and hard cover books are sold.

Please contact Laurie Rohrwasser at
lrohrwasser@stlukeslutheran.org to register or for
more information.
“Prayer changes you and it changes the world…”
Shelia Walsh

Virtual Rehearsals
We continue to have virtual
rehearsals for our musical ensembles.
And you are always welcome to join
us online on Zoom! The adult
ensembles meet twice a month on
Wednesday evenings, and the
children and youth meet weekly on
Thursday evenings. If you or your
child(ren) are interested in joining,
please contact Michael Schaner,
Director of Music Ministries, by
calling the church, or by emailing him
at mschaner@stlukeslutheran.org.

Search Bible Study
Continues Online
Our weekly Bible Study moved
online, Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m.
Join Pastor Jordan in examining
scripture via Zoom. If you wish to
join the study, call the church
office to register. We will send
you a link to log into zoom. New
to zoom? We can help you get set
up. Call the church office at 262542-2545.
There will be no Search Bible
Study on December 23rd or
December 30th.

St. Luke’s
Lutheran Church
Core Values
Honoring God and serving
Jesus Christ,
1. We share Jesus Christ and
make disciples.
2. We worship God together.
3. We are curious, courageous,
and open to the Holy Spirit.
4. We celebrate children and lift
up families as they are.
5. We practice kindness and
uphold the dignity of each
individual.
6. We are committed to being an
inclusive community of grace.
7. We stand ready to serve and
advocate for our neighbors.
8. We honor our past and look to
God’s future for us.

In Our Church Family
Deaths
Catherine Douglas
November 7

December Council
Contact
Jim Kieso
mrkieso@gmail.com
Phone: 262-442-1749

Michael Schaner
Director of Music Ministries
Ext. 304
mschaner@stlukeslutheran.org

The deadline is
Tuesday, December 15th
to turn in items for the
January issue of

The Epistle.

Virtual Recitals
Michael has performed two virtual mini recitals for Reformation and All
Saints Day. Those can be viewed on the St. Luke’s Vimeo page, or on the
Music & Fine Arts at St. Luke’s Facebook page. He will be presenting other
virtual mini recitals about 15-20 minutes in length throughout the rest of
the church year. Stay tuned for more information, and share them with
others!
December 2020
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Tanzania Partnership Corner
Maroroni and Kilima Moja Parishes
Samaria Parish &
Ascension Lutheran Church

God Bless the Confirmation Students!
Baraka Melitha shared this photo of 21 new adult Christians confirmed at KilimaMoja parish in early November.
On November 9-10, Pastor Nathan Makenge reported that 27 young adults took first communion after their
confirmations took place at Bethlehem preaching point. A total of 78 12 to 14 year-olds will be confirmed at the
Maroroni parish after
two years of instruction.
We welcome all of
these new Sisters and
Brothers in Christ.

December Mt. Meru
Virtual Coffee Hour
The Virtual Mt. Meru Hospitality Hour is
sponsored in December by Marilyn Olson.
Marilyn thanks all who have sponsored the
coffee hours during the past year. Your
donations are being directed to our
Anniversary Celebration Fund to be used when
we can all enjoy coffee hour together again.
Merry Christmas! Wishing you a Happy and
Healthy 2021!
December 2020
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DT (Discipleship Training)
Class is Sundays from 11am-12noon. (No Class December 27th or January
3rd)
High School Youth Group: All Youth in grades 9-12 are welcome. Friends
are always welcome. NEW meeting time: 12:30pm-2pm Sundays.
December 6 Worship Bible Activity
December 13 Curbside Christmas Cookies
December 20 Christmas Party
December 27 No Youth Group
January 3
No Youth Group
Watch the weekly Connections email, website and your email for updates.
Summer 2021 Mission Trip:
We are excited to tell you about our next High School mission trip
opportunity. The Youth Ministry team has decided to take our mission to
Milwaukee and work with Leader Treks. Leader Treks Youth Ministry is a
student leadership development ministry that utilizes trips, innovative
training, and curriculum to
help students identify and develop their personal leadership skills. Their mission is to serve youth workers and
help raise up the next generation of church and world leaders. Dates: July 4 th-July 10th. Online registration will
open soon. An informational meeting for parents and youth will be Wednesday December 9 at 6:00 pm via Zoom.
Please contact Cari for invite.

100s of Gifts for Holiday Giving
Mt. Meru Coffee Project has a couple specialty items
to enjoy or gift for the holidays.
Very limited edition of delicious premium Peaberrry blend
coffee. This year’s crop of Peaberry was exceptionally good
for the growers of Makumira Farms (the home of the Mt.
Meru Coffee Project in Tanzania). Makumira Farms Holiday
Blend features a mild, less acidic flavor with a hint of
chocolate. Available in regular Drip or Whole Bean, $19 per
12 oz bag. Packaged in green, each bag tells the story of
how fair trade coffee purchases improve the standard of
living for the farmers and their families.

Holiday Sampler. We also offer a Holiday Sampler Gift
Pack again this year. It features 6 packs of regular and
flavored coffee, each enough for a 12-cup pot of coffee,
available only in regular drip.
Here’s the best part: home delivery! Contactless, if you
prefer. To order, please call/text Marilyn
at 262-844-2519 or send an email to the church office
(stlukeslutheran.org).
For those who enjoy Mt. Meru coffee year round,
remember that it is cheaper (by 25%) to order from
church than online.

Asante sana (Thank you very much)!
December 2020
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4Joseph

also went
from the town of _
(1) _ in Galilee to
Judea, to the city of
David called
_ (2) _ , because
he was descended
from the house and
family of David. 5He
went to be registered
with Mary, to whom
he was engaged and
who was expecting a
child. 6While they
were there, the time
came for her to
_ (3) _ her
child. 7And she gave
birth to her firstborn
_ (4) _ and
wrapped him in
bands of cloth, and
laid him in a
_ (5) _ , because
there was no place
for them in the inn.
8In that region there
were _ (6) _
living in the fields,
keeping watch over
9
their flock by night. Then an _ (7) _ of the Lord stood before them, and the _ (8) _ of the Lord
shone around them, and they were _ (9) _. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I
am bringing you good _ (10) _ of great joy for all the people: 11to you is _ (11) _ this day in the city
of David a _ (12) _ , who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child _
(13) _ in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And suddenly there was with the angel a _ (14) _ of
the _ (15) _ host, praising God and saying,
14"Glory

to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he
favors!"
-Luke 2:4-14. NSRV
Answers: 1. Nazareth 2. Bethlehem 3. deliver 4. son 5. manger e. shepherds 7. angel 8.
glory 9. terrified 10. news 11. born 12. savior 13. wrapped 14. multitude 15. heavenly

December 2020
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100th Anniversary Outreach
100s of Gifts for Holiday Giving
The new school year begins in January
for the students in our partner
congregations in Tanzania.
Gifts to cover the cost of maize and
beans for “tuition” and donations to
cover the cost of
uniforms would be
most appreciated.
Label the gift:
TZ Education Fund

Two Thrivent Action Teams
Found 100s of Ways to Support
our Partners at Whittier
Elementary School in November
Thank you to all who are Helping to Feed
Hungry Students at Whittier each weekend
with a donation to the fundraiser that
Thrivent allowed us to set up fees-free
during November. Each “backpack”
delivered on Friday costs $3, times 100
kids, times every weekend. St. Luke’s is
fundraising for Blessings in a Backpack to help cover the costs.
Thank you also for dropping off items for Pam Olson’s GIFT Thrivent Action Team: Warmth for Whittier. The hats,
mittens, and scarves collected will provide warmth during recess. Thank you for the masks and Teacher Treats too!

ERAs Fall Yard Clean Up
The weather cooperated with lovely days for our fall yard clean up this year. We
were able to put smiles on the faces of 4 ERAs Senior Network friends. Leaves were
raked, gutters cleaned, windows washed and bushes trimmed. Thank you to all the
volunteers who helped make those smiles possible. If you didn’t get a chance to help
out this fall, watch for news about another opportunity to volunteer in spring – how
great it would be if we could
increase our clean ups to 6 yards!

December 2020
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100th Anniversary Calendars
100th Anniversary Fundraiser—2021 Calendar. Our 100th anniversary
celebration began on September 1 and will be celebrated throughout
2021. To commemorate our history, the Anniversary Committee has
created an incredibly unique and special 2021 calendar with each month
displaying events from St. Luke’s past. The photos from our archives offer
a fantastic memento and a look back on our 100 years. The donation
price of each calendar is $10 and proceeds from our sales will be used to
fund a commissioned hymn in honor of our 100th. We also plan to support
the cost of our August 2021 anniversary celebration dinner to potentially
make it more affordable for families. These calendars make wonderful
birthday and/or Christmas gifts for your family members. Buy some as
gifts for your colleagues and business associates-a wonderful way for
people to learn something about St. Luke’s. Calendars are available for
sale through our church office during normal office hours. They will also
be sold at any special events like the Youth fund raisers, and every
Saturday morning from 9:30 AM to 12:00 Noon in the church parking lot
until the end of this year (weather permitting). Watch the Connections
email for updates or call the church office. If you need special
arrangements to receive one, please contact Ed Raether at 262-542-7872
or by email at eraether@wi.rr.com. Ed can also arrange to mail calendars
to family and friends living out-of-state. He will also deliver one to your
house within a 50-miles radius of Waukesha.

Music Committee
Michael Schaner
mschaner@stlukeslutheran.org
262-542-2545
Joyce Ruck
joyruck@wi.rr.com
262-542-8115
Community Outreach,
Publicity, &
Communications Committee
Diane Voit
DianeVoit2014@gmail.com
262-993-0104
Visual Arts Committee
Pam Olson
aolson10@wi.rr.com
262-549-3289
Kathy Pederson
kpederson@princetonclub.net
kpederson3087@att.net
414-530-7896
Celebration Dinner Committee
Sandy & Neal Buntrock
nbuntrock@wi.rr.com
262-789-7393

2021 Photo Directory
We are working with
Lifetouch to create a new
pictorial directory of our
current membership. More
information will come this
winter. Please contact
Michelle Bedalov if you’re
willing to volunteer.
Mlbedalov@gmail.com

Hospitality Committee
Sandy Hendrickson
papamh@sbcglobal.net
262-542-5940
Kathy Pederson
kpederson@princetonclub.net
kpederson3087@att.net
414-530-7896

Are you still receiving a paper copy of The Epistle in the
mail? Reading The Epistle online saves paper and postage,
allows you to print only the pages you want, includes live
links, and is in full color. If you would like to receive our
weekly emails and our
monthly newsletter, The
Epistle, by email please
contact the church office at
262-542-2545 or
office@stlukeslutheran.org.
December 2020

Anniversary
Committee
Contact Information

The Epistle

Stewardship, Fundraising, &
Budget Committee
Ed Raether
eraether@wi.rr.com
262-542-7872
History Committee
Sharon Wood
Sharon.Wood3443@sbcglobal.net
262-542-5118
Pictoral Directory Committee
Michelle Bedalov
Mlbedalov@gmail.com
262-442-8886
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$300 Deduction Available
You may not know that there is a special tax advantage this year to encourage giving of at least $300 to charity. The
CARES Act passed by Congress last March will allow those who do not itemize on their taxes to deduct up to $300 on
next year’s taxes for gifts made to charitable organizations like St. Luke’s Lutheran Church. The deduction is only for
gifts made in calendar year 2020.
Many of you have already given more than $300 and for that we are grateful. For those considering an extra gift to St.
Luke’s, we wanted to let you know our plans for what we will do if revenue ends up exceeding expenses. With excess
funding, we will:
Strengthen our commitment to youth ministry programming.
Invest in technology to strengthen our virtual church offerings on Facebook and our website.
The pandemic has taught us that there is tremendous need right now—in our congregation, in the community, and
around the world. Every gift and every giver strengthens our shared ministries to nurture faith, care for our
community, and share God’s Good News throughout the world. Thank you for giving.

To qualify for the CARES Act deduction and to allocate funds as designated above, gifts should be received at the
church by December 31, 2020. Send check to 300 Carroll Street, Waukesha, WI 53186; or give online at
www.stlukeslutheran.org.

Investing in a Local Leader
Cacilda Rodrigues Barcelos has built her whole life around being a compassionate volunteer. Born in São Borja, Brazil,
she was 13 when she and her family moved to the metropolitan region of Porto Alegre. Her mother raised 11
daughters and sons on her own, and died on her 50th birthday. Cacilda was only 22 at the time and relied on the
support of her community in her time of grief. Grateful for and inspired by their generosity, Cacilda wanted to give
back, so she set up a soccer team called Foot by Foot for boys living in unstable situations. “I saw that phrase on a boy’s
shirt, and I thought, ‘This is how you go when you need to go far.’” To pay for uniforms and tournaments, the eight
members began to sell food and crafts at fairs.
While participating in a fair, Cacilda met a representative of the Fundação Luterana de Diaconia (FLD, the Lutheran
Diakonia Foundation of Brazil) who invited her to join the Fair Trade and Solidarity Network. Now she is part of the
network, which consists primarily of women entrepreneurs such as her, and helps with decisionmaking, training and
fairs. Recently, she helped organize the Solidarity Economy and Agroecology Fair at the sixth Latin American Congress
on Gender and Religion in São Leopoldo. There, she attended a workshop on economic viability. “Before, I knew more
or less [how] to calculate price,” she says. “Then we took the course and the income of the women [in the network] of
the enterprise increased about 50%. We forgot to calculate working time. For us, it seems to be a bit expensive, but we
have to learn to value ourselves.”
Cacilda’s work with her community doesn’t stop at the fairs. Cacilda also volunteers with the Peace Service and the
Network to Combat Violence Against Women. Today, at age 63, she wants to build a communal kitchen where she can
teach people how to cook to generate income. “I already have a separate space in my house for that. I want to teach
and make the environment and machinery available to those who don’t have it.”
Thanks to your gifts to ELCA World Hunger, of which FLD is a companion church, dedicated community members such
as Cacilda are equipped with the tools to grow their organizations
and address the needs in their communities.
Visit the website to donate: ELCA.org/hunger
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ONLINE GIVING
Use your Phone to give

Point your QR reader at
this graphic to be directed
to Omella to make an
online gift.
Or visit omella.com/o/izfds
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