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(unless otherwise noted) 
 

Courtney Stangl 
Director of Child Life  

Ministries 
Ext. 129 

262-522-6738 
cstangl@stlukeslutheran.org 

 
Liz Anderson 

Preschool Administrator 
Ext.101 

262-522-6747 
landerson@stlukeslutheran.org 

 

  The Epistle November 2020 

300 Carroll Street Waukesha, WI  53186-4787 

Helping people make a  

life-changing connection with  

Jesus Christ, 

St. Luke’s is a faith community 

committed to connecting,  

growing, and serving. 

Learning Generosity 
The mantra in our house was consistent. When allowances were given, my 
parents regularly said, “Your allowance is to save, give and spend.” The mantra 
continued when we began work. “Remember, your paycheck has three parts to 
it. Put some in savings, give some for God, and spend what remains.”  
 
My parents lived by this model. They regularly tucked money into retirement 
accounts, while giving generously to God’s work in our local congregation. 
Save, give, spend continued, even when Dad’s small business struggled. They 
did this even though they were not wealthy. They were small business owners 
in a town of 400. Our gas station was often idle until it closed in 1985. 
 
When I was a young teenager, I realized just how much my parents were 
modeling generosity for us. Each week we saw dad writing checks. Sunday 
mornings, as breakfast wrapped up, he did so for the church. He tucked that 
check in the weekly offering envelope and wrote the amount on the outside. In 
the 1970s, when all four of us kids were still young, it was $50 a week. Their 
generosity continued until dementia took over and they went into the nursing 
home. $50, however, had grown to $200 a week.  
 
My parents never grew to be rich, though they had saved enough to take care 
of themselves. Once the gas station closed, they worked factory jobs in Mason 
City, Iowa, earning less than I was making at the same time. Yet, they 
persevered. They saved, gave, and spent.  
 
I’ve learned from their example. I invest about 15% of my income for savings. I 

give 10%, mostly to St. Luke’s, but also the ELCA 
World Hunger Fund and Luther Seminary. We live 
off 80%. It hasn’t always been easy to do this, but 
I’ve learned that giving generously helps me 
remember key teachings of the faith. 
 
First, generosity helps me remember Psalm 24: 
“The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it.” God 
gives me a portion of God’s riches and I am called 
to steward what God supplies me so that it will 
accomplish what God intends. Second, generosity 
has taught me to model the way of Jesus. Jesus 
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You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will 
produce thanksgiving to God through us; for the rendering of this ministry 

not only supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with many 
thanksgivings to God. 2 Corinthians 9:11-12 

 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ: 
 
The holiday we know as Thanksgiving began as a day of giving thanks for 
the blessing of the harvest. We are now entering that time of year where 
we are reminded that God blesses us with life through the birth of Jesus 
Christ. We give thanks for the abundant harvest of life we receive through 
Jesus Christ.  
 
We hear at times people saying that they are blessed, but when we do not 
feel such ways, does that mean we have fallen short in the “blessing 
category.” Another maybe more dominant question in our minds can be, 
why has God blessed others, and has forgotten about me?  
 
Sometimes people can see God’s blessings as the “good life.” This might 
mean good health, a lack of stress or anxiety, trusted friends, and 
abundant prosperity. These are all very good things to have in one’s life, 
but even if we had all of these comforts, we can never be certain that they 
will be long-lasting. It would be more productive for us to know that the 
harvest of “good life” will not last forever. Someday we all will find out that 
the blessings from this life are only temporary. 
 
At times, it may be hard to see, but God is blessing us. God blesses us by 
walking with us wherever we go, which means God’s blessings are long 
standing. Jesus is the Emmanuel; meaning God with us. Jesus is the God 
that walks with us. So, wherever we walk in life, Jesus is there to walk with 
us through the good and bad times, blessing us during both. Even when we 
fall short, God is generous with the use of grace. This is good news, 
because our God is generous with blessing us by walking with us by no 
merit of our own. 
God asks us to participate in His purpose, which is a blessing. Our Creator 
has blessed us with what we need to proclaim love for God and Neighbor. 
We are given a purpose in this call that can and will bless us throughout 
our days on this earth. If you have ever lived without purpose, this gift is 
particularly rich in its blessings. By living into God’s purpose, one can find 
that they are blessed. 
 
God has been generous to us by walking with us and blessing us with 
purpose, but God has also blessed us with faith. Through faith we are 
blessed with a place to go when our lives end in this world. Once one can 
realize the generosity of our God, and the blessings we have been given, 
there is nothing left to do but give thanks for blessings we receive through 
Jesus Christ.  
 
Happy Thanksgiving, brothers and sisters. May God’s generous peace be 
with you, always! 
 
-Steve Bogie Associate Pastor  

 

gave all he had on the cross so that 
we might have life. Living generously, 
Kim and I pour ourselves out for the 
sake of extending God’s new life to 
others. In generosity, we extend 
God’s life to people in need.  Third, 
generosity teaches me that I am not 
the center of the universe. When I 
give, I am participating in something 
beyond me. My gifts are about God 
and God’s mission. 
 
Our annual stewardship appeal is 
underway, providing each of us 
opportunity to consider how we live 
generously. The appeal is titled 
Sustaining Ministry Excellence. 
Together, we hope to increase 
offerings by $1,250 a week, so that 
we can do three things: 
 
1) Sustain the excellent ministry 

already underway at St. Luke’s;  
2) Support online worship services 

through the hiring of a media 
specialist; and  
3) Build a contemporary worship 

service  
 
Please keep our annual appeal in 
your prayers. Together we are on a 
mission we can fulfill! 

Pastor Jordan’s message  from Page 1 
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A Letter to St. Luke’s Congregation 
Dear Brothers & Sisters in Christ:  
 
Your church council hopes this letter finds you and your family well. These past 9 months have certainly been 
challenging for the community of St. Luke’s Lutheran Church. Back in March, the council chose to close the doors of 
our building for indoor, in-person worship. We, the council, have continued to agonize over that decision each and 
every month since then.  
 
We appreciate your continued patience, prayers, and understanding as we look for new ways to be the Church outside 
the walls of our building. During the warmer months, we had the opportunity to more safely worship together 
outdoors. This brought great joy to us all to be able to come together as a community again. It also brought new faces 
and a stronger appreciation for worshiping together. 
 
Even with our choices and the decisions of other faith communities, businesses, medical facilities, and schools, this 
pandemic is showing no signs of slowing down. Statewide, COVID-19 numbers have continued to rise, with parts of our 
state recently reaching maximum hospital capacity. While Waukesha has fared better than others across the state, we 
are not immune to these spikes and are seeing our community’s numbers grow: resulting in hospital system capacity 
problems and increased deaths.  
 
During times of despair, we look towards our faith community to comfort and guide us. But, this can be difficult when 
that faith community is not able to gather together indoors. We are all suffering from “COVID fatigue” and simply want 
things to return to normal. The council has heard from several congregation members emphasizing their wish to return 
to indoor, in-person worship.  We also have heard many voices of appreciation for our continued resolution to protect 
our “church family” and the vulnerable amongst us by continuing our current approach.  
 
The council appreciates and understands these feelings. Discussions around re-opening our building and the size of 
possible gatherings consumes the majority of our meeting time.  Yet, regardless of COVID fatigue, changes in the 
weather, and extreme desire to return to normal times, we cannot ignore the rise in our local COVID infection rate. We 
cannot ignore the straining capacity of our local hospitals or the COVID related deaths and disabilities in our Waukesha 
communities.  
 
We, as Lutherans and leaders, anchor ourselves in our responsibility to love our neighbor and to keep our vulnerable 
safe. Because this value anchors us in our deep held theological belief in the betterment of others regardless of our 
personal need, we chose to keep the moratorium on indoor, in-person worship service and maintain a 10 person or 
less threshold for gatherings within the building.  
 
Rest assured, even though our building may be closed, our church and our faith community is not! We are fortunate to 
support the outstanding leadership of Courtney Stangl, Liz Anderson, and the Child Life Ministries Advisory board. 
They have been able to adhere to the strict guidelines given to them and maintain their ability to remain open. Under 
these best practice guidelines we are able to safely keep the CLM open for our working families, many of whom are 
essential workers.  
 
The many community outreach groups of our church continue to operate, though remotely.  Meetings are occurring 
virtually; even our youth and adult choirs are now meeting regularly!  Our amazing staff, music director, and pastoral 
leaders continue to support the ministries of St. Luke’s along with countless volunteers, in ways that keep our 
community as safe as possible.  
Our building may be closed to worship, but our faith is strong and our impact on our community continues! Worship 
also continues in virtual format.  The council will continue to deliberate on when we can safely open our doors once 
again for sustained in-person gatherings, keeping at the forefront our Christian charge to love our neighbor and 
protect the vulnerable among us.  
 
We would like to invite all to a virtual listening session on November 10th from 7p to 8p related to “St. Luke’s 
Response to COVID-19” where the council will facilitate open discussion on this topic. 
 
We, the council, appreciate your understanding, your prayers, and the gracious kindness you all have expressed to us 
even as some may disagree with our approach.  
 
Grace and Peace to All, 
 
The St. Luke’s Lutheran Church Council 
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Council Notes 
1. Even though the weather is getting 

colder, the council continues their  
support of in person outdoor worship 
as long as possible through the month 
of November. Please monitor the web-
site for weekly updates on this service. 
The council continues to discuss at 
length, deliberate, and pray over the 
return to indoor in person worship. We 
will keep our Faith community         
informed of any changes. 

2. Online Sunday school has kicked off 
with great success. Please continue to 
support our youngsters along with 
their wonderfully creative teachers 
during this challenging time. 

3. We want to congratulate our           
confirmands for affirming their        
baptism and we look forward to their 
continued faith journey. 

Council Votes to Extend Worship As Is 
The pandemic wears on and the council is paying attention. They are 
attending to comments received regarding worship. They are 
repeatedly engaging in deep dialogue about what is safe and right to 
do for our faith community in light of the pandemic. At its October 
meeting, the council voted to continue worship as is: We will try to 
worship outdoors as long as we can while at the same time offering 
virtual worship.   

St. Luke’s Response to COVID-19 Listening Session 
Tuesday, November 10, 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. via Zoom.  
Goal: to convey discussion points from the council… mainly to listen to 
the comments of the congregation. 
 
Join the meeting using your computer or phone.  
 
Using your computer, go to: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8532637215?
pwd=UGV5M3FMc0xWck4rTVM2Z2w4QW1FZz09 
 
Using your phone, dial: 1 (312) 626-6799 and follow the prompts.  
Meeting ID: 853 263 7215 
Passcode: 30053186 

Church Council Contact Information 
Eli Larson (President) Bill Oliver (Vice President)  John Lindberg (Treasurer) 
larsonel@me.com bill.dreamcatcher@sbcglobal.net lindepack@twc.com  
262-442-6978 414-339-1876 608-279-6787 
 
Sherry Skogman (Sec) Ashley Bregantini Laura Cameron 
sskogman@aol.com wx3swim@gmail.com  laurac@wi.rr.com  
262-442-9233 262-366-2330 414-303-1192 
 
Jody Geibl Tim Grove Jim Kieso 
jgeibl@wi.rr.com tpgrove@yahoo.com mrkieso@gmail.com 
414-530-5724 262-308-5222 262-442-1749 
 
Pam Olson Pastor Steve Bogie Pastor Lindsay Jordan 
aolson10@wi.rr.com  pastorsteve@stlukeslutheran.org pj@stlukeslutheran.org  
414-520-8292 262-542-2545 262-542-2545 
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Challenge Grant Received! 
We are proud to announce that our stewardship campaign, Sustaining Ministry Excellence, has received a challenge grant. 
As we prepare our statements of intent for our 2021 offerings, a generous couple in our congregation has stepped forward 
and challenged us all to respond. When 50% of the congregation has returned its statements of intent, the challenge grant 
will be released, providing an additional $5,000 toward the goals of our stewardship campaign.   

 

In the first couple days of November, you’ll receive a letter containing a statement of intent and a brochure outlining the 
goals of our stewardship appeal. The letter will reflect what you’ve been giving and encourage you to consider growing in 
your offering. Remember, when we work together to grow our weekly offering by $1,250 we’ll be able to do these three 
things:  

1) Sustain the excellent ministry already underway at St. Luke’s;  

2) Support online worship services through the hiring of a media specialist; and  

3) Build a contemporary worship service. 

mailto:larsonel@me.com
mailto:bill.dreamcatcher@sbcglobal.net
mailto:lindepack@twc.com
mailto:sskogman@aol.com
mailto:wx3swim@gmail.com
mailto:laurac@wi.rr.com
mailto:jgeibl@wi.rr.com
mailto:tpgrove@yahoo.com
mailto:mrkieso@gmail.com
mailto:aolson10@wi.rr.com
mailto:pastorsteve@stlukeslutheran.org
mailto:pj@stlukeslutheran.org
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 AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 
We are a church whose unity is in Jesus Christ, who gathers us 
around word and water, wine and bread. Baptism is a significant 
part of our faith journey as we come from the baptismal waters 
to live a new life as children of God. 
 
The following youth have made a conscience decision to move 
forward in their faith journey. By choosing to affirm their 
baptismal promise they are completing the journey that their 
parents started for them as a child. We are delighted in this 
moment and are excited to celebrate with them.  
 
We are proud to present the following confirmands who 
affirmed their baptism on Sunday, October 25, 2020: 

 Celebrating All Saints Sunday 
Sunday, November 1, is All Saints Day. In worship we’ll remember those baptized in the past year. We’ll 
also name those who have died since this time, last year. This annual remembrance helps us remember 
that in baptism we were baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection. As the baptized people of God who 
trust the resurrection to new life, we live in faith. 

The newly Baptized: 

Mila Jade Cortes December 22 

Logan James Freiman January 19 

Amelia Lynn Michaela Nauman February 2 

Daniel Jaeger Smith February 9 

Collin Mitchell Arreola February 15 

Kinley Green February 22 

Brecken Green February 22 

Riley Andrew Stein April 12 

Maxine Joan Tesch July 19 

Grace Lynn Marjamaa July 19 

Aevie Rae Valentine August 16 

Aria Lynn McAvoy September 20 

Adelyn Rae Petrie October 4 

Those Entrusted to the Resurrection:  

Norma Knee January 13, 2020 

Brenda Leigh Lawrence January 23, 2020 

Loren Joseph Emery February 14, 2020 

Janice Diane Greuel May 11. 2020 

Charles E. Putz June 5, 2020 

Karen Sue Matsen June 4, 2020 

Philip Lewis Helker July 5, 2020 

Shirley Irene Vogt July 13, 2020 

Carol Lee Tadder July 13, 2020 

Shirley Mae Harrits August 1, 2020 

Lois J. Behling August 9, 2020 

John James Maile September 18, 2020 

John David Steiner October 19, 2020 

Margaret Kirley October 16, 2020 

Matthew Victor Adent  
Emilia Anne Houle  
Jacob Jon Kaepernick 
Nevia Kya Levenhagen  

Kaitlyn Marie Petrie 
Dominic Ian Richlin 
Ella Kathryn Skogman 
Alex Edward Tank   

Chloe Marlene Tonn 
Natalie Marie Warnes 
Ethan Christopher Welch 
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Prayer Team 
Our Prayer Team has a place for you! 
Lifting up the needs and the joys of 
others is truly a gift for them and a 
privilege and blessing to those who 
pray. Requests come to me, I email 
them to you, and you pray for them. 
You chose where, how and when. 
There isn’t a right or wrong way to 
pray! Please prayerfully consider  
joining our team. Contact Laurie 
Rohrwasser for  more information at 
lrohrwasser@stlukeslutheran.org.  

Hospitalized/Rehab/Homebound  
If you or someone you know fall into any of these categories, please contact the church to let us know if you would like a 
visit and/or prayers. We can no longer rely on the hospitals or care centers to get information to us. That information needs 
to come from you. Please contact one of the following people:  

St. Luke’s Office Hours: 
Monday – Friday 
8:00am - 4:00pm 

 

The office phone number is 
262-542-2545.  

 

After hours please leave a message at 
one of the extensions. You may reach us 
via our website www.stlukeslutheran.org 

(Connecting/Care & Prayer Ministries/
Care Request Form). 

November Monthly  
Mission 
ELCA World Hunger & Waukesha 
Food Pantry: 
During the month of Thanksgiving 
we are motivated to share a portion 
of the gifts we have received from 
God with others so that they too  
receive the gift of food.  The ELCA 
World Hunger program is highly re-
garded in its effectiveness of its  
ministry as is the Waukesha Food 
Pantry in its ministry to Waukesha 
Residents. 

Laurie Rohrwasser  
Care & Prayer Ministries  

Coordinator  
lrohrwasser@ stlukeslutheran.org  

phone extension: 204  
 

Jennifer Dopke  
Administrative Assistant 

office@stlukeslutheran.org  
phone extension: 300  

Pastor Steve Bogie  
Associate Pastor  

pastorsteve@stlukeslutheran.org 
 phone extension: 302  

 

Pastor Lindsay Jordan  
Senior Pastor  

pj@stlukeslutheran.org  
phone extension: 303  
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Connections: A New 
Name 
Our weekly email blast has a 
new name. We will be referring 
to it as Connections, a title 
chosen to echo our mission 
statement: “Helping people 
make life-changing connections 
with Jesus Christ…” If you’re not 
receiving Connections, call 
Jennifer in the church office at 
262-542-2545 and subscribe. 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
St. Luke’s Prayer Shawl Ministry is 
for YOU but we need YOUR 
help!  When you know of someone 
who may be hurting or needs a lift 
please consider sharing love and 
prayers with a prayer patch, prayer 
shawl, or lap robe.  During the 
knitting or crocheting of each item, 
prayers are given for 
the recipient. They are then blessed 
and an inspirational saying 
is enclosed. Please join our ministry 
by distributing our handmade items 
located in the church history hall.  

mailto:lrohrwasser@stlukeslutheran.org
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St. Luke’s  
Lutheran Church 

Core Values 
 

Honoring God and serving  
Jesus Christ, 
1. We share Jesus Christ and 

make disciples. 
2. We worship God together. 
3. We are curious, courageous, 

and open to the Holy Spirit. 
4. We celebrate children and lift 

up families as they are. 
5. We practice kindness and    

uphold the dignity of each  
individual. 

6. We are committed to being an 
inclusive community of grace. 

7. We stand ready to serve and 
advocate for our neighbors. 

8. We honor our past and look to 
God’s future for us. 

 

In Our Church Family 
Baptisms 

Adelyn Rae Petrie 
October 4 

 
Deaths 

Margaret Kirley 
October 16 

 
John Steiner 
October 19 

 

November Council 
Contact 

Ashley Bregantini 
wx3swim@gmail.com 
Phone:  262-366-2330 

 
 

The deadline is  
Sunday, November 15th  
to turn in items for the  

December issue of  

The Epistle. 
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Michael Schaner 

Director of Music Ministries 

Ext. 304 

mschaner@stlukeslutheran.org 

Search Bible Study Moves Online  
Our weekly Bible Study moved online, Wednesdays, September 9, 9:30 
a.m. Join Pastor Jordan in examining scripture via Zoom. If you wish to join 
the study, call the church office to register. We will send you a link to log 
into zoom. New to zoom? We can help you get set up. Call the church office 
at 262-542-2545.  

Virtual Hymn Sings 
Michael Schaner leads a weekly 
hymn sing on the church Vimeo 
and Facebook sites that follows 
the upcoming weekend’s 
lectionary texts for worship. The 
music comes from the ELW, our 
cranberry hymnal. If you need or 
want a copy of the hymnal, you 
can reach out to the church 
office to purchase one. In 
addition to all of the hymns, 
there are daily prayers, readings, 
and even the Small Catechism. 

How To Pray When You Don’t Know What To Say 
This is just one of the things Shelia Walsh addresses in her book “Praying 
Women”. This year, Women of Faith Bible Study will be using Shelia’s book. 
Through her book we will also discuss those prayer struggles that seem to 
get in our way of having a conversation with God. Shelia gets real when she 
shares her own struggles with prayer and offers up suggestions to overcome 
those struggles. This book seems as though it was written for just this time in 
our world. Come, join in the conversation, and see what Shelia has to say. 
Come and hear God’s Words just for you. 
 
We will meet virtually via Zoom on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month 
from 6:30pm-8:30pm.  You may purchase “Praying Women” on Amazon, 
Kindle and other places both audio and hard cover books are sold.  

 
Please contact Laurie Rohrwasser at 
lrohrwasser@stlukeslutheran.org to register or for 
more information.  
We will have our 1st Zoom meeting on Thursday 
September 10, 2020 at 6:30pm. 
“Prayer changes you and it changes the world…” 
Shelia Walsh 

Virtual Choirs this year 
Due to the ongoing pandemic our 
music ensembles will be fully virtual 
this year as it is not safe to sing 
together in person yet. But we still 
can sing together online! Our adult 
music ensembles will meet twice a 
month on Wednesday evenings. And 
our children and youth ensembles 
will meet weekly. 

 

Joyful Noise (4 years-6th grade) 5:00-
5:30 pm Thursdays 

Saints & Sinners (7th-12th grade) 7:00-
7:30 pm Thursdays 

  

For more information please contact 
Michael Schaner, Director of Music 
Ministries 
at mschaner@stlukeslutheran.org. 

mailto:lrohrwasser@stlukeslutheran.org
mailto:mschaner@stlukeslutheran.org


 

November 2020 The Epistle  8 

Tanzania Partnership Corner  
Maroroni and Kilima Moja Parishes            
Samaria Parish &  
Ascension Lutheran Church 

Thank you from Pastor Pallangyo’s Family 
Baraka delivered the memorial gift that was sent after 
Pastor Pallangyo’s unexpected passing last summer.  
Pastor’s wife is pictured with Baraka (right) and (left) 

holding the pile of Tanzanian t-shillings 
that she will use to prepare a place for 
renters to stay for supplemental income. 
Pastor Christina Kaaya, the interim pastor 
replacing Pastor Pallangyo at KilimaMoja 
parish, is pictured at the far right with 
other members of his family at his home. 

 

The family says: “Thank you, and God 
Bless You!” 

Common Day of Prayer via Zoom, 
September 27, 2020, 

Hosted by Bishop Paul Erickson, GMS, and Bishop 
Elias Kitoi, ELCT 

A special international Zoom meeting allowed 
representatives from the Greater Milwaukee 
Synod in Wisconsin and  representatives from the 
Meru Diocese in Tanzania to share prayer 
petitions for this year’s Common Day of Prayer. 

Praise the Lord for the gifts of friendship possible 
through our partnership! 

Mt. Meru Coffee 
November Hospitality 

Hour 
The October Mt. Meru Coffee Hour is sponsored by  
Orval & Janet Kleist in honor of their 55th wedding 

anniversary.  Orval and Janet were married on  
October 23, 1965. 

Congratulations, Orval & Janet! 
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We are not having coffee sales at church, but you can still purchase 
Mt. Meru coffee online at https://www.mtmerucoffee.org/  Because of 
the strong volunteer ties to Waukesha for the order fulfillment, special 
delivery of your coffee purchases can be made without shipping costs.  

DT (Discipleship Training)   
Class is Sundays from 11am-12noon.  
(No Class November 29th) We are 
finishing up our unit on The Lord’s 
Prayer and will begin November’s three 
week study on Adam and Eve.  It is not 
too late to register and join us. During 
November, DT - along with the CLM, 
Sunday School and the HS Youth Group 
- will be hosting in a month long service 
project , Thanksgiving Baskets. The 
youth will be collecting donations and 
preparing Thanksgiving baskets to be 
donated to the FOOD Pantry of 
Waukesha County.  Contact Cari 
(youth@stlukeslutheran.org) with any 
questions. Watch the weekly 

Connections, the website and your email for updates. 

 

High School Youth Group:  All Youth in grades 9-12 are welcome.  

Friends are always welcome.  NEW meeting time:  12:30pm-2pm Sundays.   

 November 1 Movie & Pizza 

 November 8 Curbside Cinnamon Rolls 

 November 15 Scavenger Hunt 

 November 22 Service Project:  Thanksgiving Baskets 

 November 29 No Youth Group 

Watch the weekly blasts, website and your email for updates. 

 

Summer 2021 Mission Trip:   
We are excited to tell you about our next High School mission trip opportunity. 
The Youth Ministry team has decided to take our mission to Milwaukee and 
work with Leader Treks. Leader Treks Youth Ministry is a student leadership 
development ministry that utilizes trips, innovative training, and curriculum to 

help students identify and develop their personal leadership skills. Their mission is to serve 

youth workers and help raise up the next generation of church and world leaders.  Dates:  July 4th-July 10th.  Online 
registration will open soon.  An informational meeting for parents and youth will be scheduled soon.  Please watch 
Connections and the website for more details and updates. 
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Thanksgiving Baskets – a 
Youth Led Service Project 
The youth of St. Luke’s are 
holding a Food Drive to benefits 
the FOOD Pantry of Waukesha 
County.  They will be collecting 
donations during November and 
putting together Thanksgiving 
baskets.  Per the FOOD Pantry of 
Waukesha County the following 
are the Thanksgiving items that 
they are looking for:  

 

https://www.mtmerucoffee.org/
mailto:youth@stlukeslutheran.org
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CLM Playground Fundraiser a Great Success!  
Thank you to all who supported the St. Luke’s Child Life Ministries Thrivent Action Team Kick-
off of the School Year and the fundraiser for the CLM playground equipment. 

Goal: Raise $4330 for the Snug Play system that is powered by the young child’s 
imagination.  The pieces can be used indoors or outdoors without installation. 

Courtney Stangl is proud to report that 
$5356 has been raised!    This will allow 
the purchase of additional climbing 

equipment.  Thank you, and God bless you as you continue to 
Live Generously! 

If you are a member of Thrivent, please let Jennifer know in the 
church office. You could also apply for two $250 Thrivent Action 
Grants per calendar year for projects at St. Luke’s.  

Meet Our New Community Partner: 

Blessings in a Backpack 
St. Luke’s partnered with Blessings in a Backpack on 
Friday, October 16, to deliver 128 bags of nutritional 
items for the children at Whittier Elementary to slip into 
their backpacks to have food for the weekend. Each of 
the 10 boxes pictured holds 10 bags, and each bag 
includes 8 items as shown. Each bag is valued at about 
$3 with the national organization’s quantity buying 
power. 

Blessings in a Backpack, is a nonprofit that provides 
food on the weekends for elementary school children 
across America who might otherwise go hungry.  The 
Waukesha affiliate has just become a national chapter 
after eight years of strong growth as a local 

organization. Blessings in a Backpack began a program in 
Waukesha in 2012 with 12 volunteers, feeding 25 
students at one school. The program has grown to more 
than 50 regular volunteers, distributing over 75,000 bags 
of food to 2,000 students in Waukesha, Oconomowoc, 
Sussex, Wales, and Hartland during the 2018-19 school 
year. Over the past eight years, the program has raised 
more than $1.45 million in donations from over 1,000 
donors, but the need locally continues to grow with the 
current pandemic, and Blessings needs our support more 
than ever to feed the hungry kids in Waukesha County. 

Over 80% of the students at Whittier are eligible for 
Free or Reduced Lunch. Our Partner students will truly 
be blessed to have these food items to eat over the 
weekend. Please help us feed the kids by making a 
donation and marking it, HELP WHITTIER.   

Meet the new Managing Director, Nancy Major. She has 
served on the Blessings Waukesha County Advisory 
Board, where she has been a weekly volunteer at 
Whittier since March 2020. Nancy has held prior 
executive leadership roles with other nonprofits, 
including Special Olympics, United Cerebral Palsy, and 
Safe Babies Healthy Families of Waukesha County. 

For more information on the Waukesha chapter, visit 
https:// waukesha.blessingsinabackpack.org. 
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Are you still receiving a paper copy of The Epistle in the mail?  
Reading The Epistle online saves paper and postage, allows you 
to print only the pages you want, includes live links, and is in full 
color.  If you would like to receive our weekly emails and our 
monthly newsletter, The Epistle, by email please contact the 
church office at 262-542-2545 or office@stlukeslutheran.org. 

Saratoga/Whittier Partnership 
By Don French 
Early in 2008, Pastor Gary Liedtke urged the 
congregation to think about ways St. Luke’s might 
reach out and partner with a school in our 
neighborhood.   Research pointed the team to 
Saratoga Elementary, the closest to St. Luke’s and 
with a student population where 70% of the 
students lived at or below the poverty level.  
Richard and Carolyn Huttner visited Saratoga, and 
got the ball rolling.    

In April, 2009 St. Luke’s signed a formal partnership agreement with 
the Principal of Saratoga, Jill Reis.  Volunteers helped with the after 
school Homework Club, the Vex Robotics team, and teachers to 
prepare for the school year.  St. Luke’s also partnered with the 
Salvation Army to help 
distribute food-filled backpacks 
every weekend.  We even 
repainted the playground lines 
as a Mission Possible project.  
We provided financial support 
as well as much-needed hats 

and mittens at Christmas.   
At the end of the 2009-10 school year, Saratoga closed as an elementary school, 
and because one-half of the Saratoga students were being transferred to Whittier 

Elementary School, St. Luke’s 
decided to approach Whittier, a 
minority-majority school where 
poverty is the norm, about 
transferring its partnership with 
Saratoga, and we were up and 
running in Fall, 2010.   
Approaching 10 years, in our partnership, we have had in-class 
volunteers helping teachers, and we continued our partnership with 
the Salvation Army Snackpacks.  We have worked with four different 
Whittier principals: Jill Reis, Cynthia Gannon, Taheréh DeLeón, and 
currently Brandy Hart.  We provide volunteers when requested, 
Whittier Warmth for the teachers (hot chocolate and comfort food 
during the winter) and regular financial support to help students and 
their families.   We have become more a family than a partnership.   
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Staff News 
The Ministry of St. Luke’s is strong and effective because of our staff. We have more than 40 people working with 
us to provide a variety of ministries in the community. Please remember to pray for them as they do God’s work 
through St. Luke’s. Here’s the latest news: 
• Pastors Jordan and Bogie recently participated in the Greater Milwaukee Synod’s Fall Theological Conference 

for rostered leaders. Susan Beaumont presented on “How to lead when 
you don’t know where you are going.”  

• Our Financial Administrator’s hours have changed.  Cindy Maigatter is 
available Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday from 9:00am –4:40 pm.  
You can also leave her a voicemail message, or send an email to 
finance@stlukeslutheran.org. 

 

Cindy Maigatter 

Financial Administrator 

Ext. 205 

finance@stlukeslutheran.org 

100th Anniversary Outreach  
100 Ways to Help Whittier 
Our 100th Anniversary Celebration outreach 
for the month of November is 100 Ways to 
Help Whittier.   

We spoke with  Principal Brandy Hart, and 
due to COVID-19 we can’t do many of the 
things that we have done in the past, such 
as volunteering as tutors, hosting Trunk or 
Treat, helping with Christmas gifts, or 
delivering backpacks of food for the weekend with 
Salvation Army. . .  

BUT we can collect hats, scarves, mittens, and coats for our 
usual Warmth for Whittier students during the month of 

November.  GIFT will again collect treats for Warmth for Whittier Staff too. Drop items in the 
box by the parking lot entrance at St. Luke’s. 

We can also support Blessings in a Backpack as a source of food for the weekend.  Initial cost 
for 128 meals at $3 per student will be $328 per week.  Don French met with Brandy Hart 
and Nancy Major, the new Director of Blessings in a Backpack, and our new partnership 
project with Whittier began on October 16.  Each Friday until the end of the school year, a 
student in need will be able to take a bag home filled with eight nutritional food items for the weekend.   

Donations to help serve 100s of Blessings in a Backpack food bags can be dropped off in the collection container 
during November or mail a check to church with Help Whittier noted. 
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Anniversary  
Committee  

Contact Information 
 

Music Committee 
Michael Schaner 
mschaner@stlukeslutheran.org  
262-542-2545 
 
Joyce Ruck 
joyruck@wi.rr.com 
262-542-8115 
 
Community Outreach,  
Publicity, &  
Communications Committee 
Diane Voit 
DianeVoit2014@gmail.com  
262-993-0104 
 
Visual Arts Committee 
Pam Olson 
aolson10@wi.rr.com 
262-549-3289 
 
Kathy Pederson 
kpederson@princetonclub.net  
kpederson3087@att.net 
414-530-7896 
 
 
Celebration Dinner Committee 
Sandy & Neal Buntrock 
nbuntrock@wi.rr.com 
262-789-7393 
 
Hospitality Committee 
Sandy Hendrickson 
papamh@sbcglobal.net 
262-542-5940  
 
Kathy Pederson 
kpederson@princetonclub.net  
kpederson3087@att.net 
414-530-7896 
 
 
Stewardship, Fundraising, &  
Budget Committee 
Ed Raether 
eraether@wi.rr.com 
262-542-7872 
 
History Committee 
Sharon Wood 
Sharon.Wood3443@sbcglobal.net 
262-542-5118 
 
Pictoral Directory Committee 
Michelle Bedalov 
Mlbedalov@gmail.com 
262-442-8886 
 

2021 Photo Directory 
We are working with Lifetouch to create a new pictorial directory of our 
current membership. More information will come this winter. Please contact 
Michelle Bedalov if you’re willing to volunteer.  
Mlbedalov@gmail.com 

100th Anniversary Fundraiser—2021 Calendar 
 Our 100th anniversary celebration began on September 1 and will be 
celebrated throughout 2021.  To commemorate our history, the Anniversary 
Committee has created an incredibly unique and special 2021 calendar with 
each month displaying events from St. Luke’s past.  The photos from our 
archives offer a fantastic memento and a look back on our 100 years. 
  
The donation price of each calendar is $10 and proceeds from our sales will be 
used to fund a commissioned hymn in honor of our 100th.  We also plan to 
support the cost of our August 2021 anniversary celebration dinner to 
potentially make it more affordable for families.  These calendars make 
wonderful birthday and/or Christmas gifts for your family members. 
  
Calendars are available for sale through our church office during normal 
office hours . They will also be sold before and after any Sunday outdoor 
worship services and every Saturday morning from 9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon in 
the church parking lot (weather permitting) until Thanksgiving weekend. 
Watch the Connections email for updates or call the church office. 
 
If you need special arrangements to receive one, please contact Ed Raether 
at 262-542-7872 or by email at eraether@wi.rr.com. Ed can also arrange to 
mail calendars to family and friends living out-of-state. 

 

Over 30 years ago Bill Addie, Dick Sommers, and John Maile started meeting  at 
the church to work on odd jobs.  That was the beginning of the group that we 
know as The Amigos.  The Amigos continue to meet on Monday mornings from 
8am until noon to take care of projects and spread laughter.  Below is a list of 
current and former Amigos.  If you know of a member that is not listed, please 
contact Jennifer in the church office to get your Amigo on the list.  262-542-2545 

Bill Addie 
Larry Arnson 
Rusty Bartelmas 
Greg Berry 
Dick Bickett 

Harold Brown 
Bob Drain 
Bill Eddy 
Chuck Gilpatrick 
Phil Helker 

Al Jamieson 
Keith Jurkowski 
Charles Kellog 
Jim Kieso 
John Maile 

Al Mueller 
John Nealy 
Dick Nettesheim 
Gary Nielsen 
Art Olson 

Ron Pederson 
Andy Slater 
Ron Staub 
Curt Steinquist 
Chuck Stern 

Dick Sommers 
Dennis Voit 
Ron Willgrubs 
Larry Wallenslager 
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We Love to Tell the Stories…100 Years of Being Fed at God’s Table 
The St. Luke’s faith community has been blessed greatly over the last 100 years with caring, loving members living out 
our mission of helping people make a life-changing connection with Jesus Christ. Multiple generations have been 
committed to connecting, growing and serving. 

 

There are stories to be told of first, second and third generations who have been integral parts of the congregation over 
the years. In the files of the Waukesha County Historical Museum there is a St. Luke’s booklet titled “Elderberry 
Vintage” printed in April, 1995. In the publication are a number of shared remembrances. 

 

This month, we’re sharing one of those stories written by Ethel Weiss who has been a member of St. Luke’s for her 
entire life. Here’s her remembrance… 

Christmas at St. Luke’s 

My parents, Al and Agnes Wagner, joined St. Luke’s Lutheran Church before I was born and I was baptized there. At the 
age of three, I was enrolled in the Sunday School and my first teacher was Mrs. Agnes Smith, later Mrs. Peter 
Christiansen. In those days, the delightful little red brick church was small as was the congregation. Each grade was a 
class and only one row long. Classes were held in the basement of the church with just a curtain separating each class. 
We learned songs, heard many wonderful stories of Jesus’ life, heard of the many miracles he performed and were 
taught Bible verses. 

 

On Christmas Eve we had our Sunday School program, which all of the parents attended, listening proudly for their child 
to recite his or her part in the story of Jesus’ birth. We sometimes portrayed the Nativity scene with the Holy Family, 
Shepherds, Kings and the little girls were the Angels singing the lovely Christmas carols. The costumes were made by our 
creative mothers. At the end of the program all of the children were presented with a bag taken from underneath the 
Christmas tree. The bags contained an apple, an orange, peanuts and candy. This treat was always paid for by Mr. Hein 
of the Hein Werner Company and it was really appreciated because times were tough in those days and parents didn’t 
have the money to purchase such things. I was the youngest of three girls and a lot of my toys were hand-me-downs, 
but to me, they were like brand new as my dad repainted the doll buggies or doll beds, etc. My mother would sew new 
doll dresses and coats. Our parents in those days made our Christmases a delight and our celebration of Jesus’ birth was 
looked forward to each year with joy. 

 

Ethel Weiss and her son, Robert and his wife, Ruth continue to be members of St. Luke’s – three generations! 

 

We’re still looking for St. Luke’s family stories. We know there are many more out there. Are you a third generation 
family? A second? A first? Please share with a quick email to office@stlukeslutheran.org or 
Sharon.wood3443@sbcglobal.net  

 

We’re also looking for remembrances and stories of St. Luke’s sponsorship of European refugees in the years after 
WWII. 
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How can you help with the 100th 
Celebration? 

We have officially kicked off our year of celebration, and 
you can help.   

We meet virtually twice each month. 

Check the contact list for our subcommittees,  and reach 
out to the group that you would like to be part of.  If you 
only have a little time to offer or a lot of time, we have 
opportunities for everyone.  Don’t miss out on being 
part of our church’s history! 

mailto:office@stlukeslutheran.org
mailto:Sharon.wood3443@sbcglobal.net
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Use your Phone to give 

Point your QR reader at 
this graphic to be directed 

to Omella to make an 
online gift. 

Or visit omella.com/o/izfds 

ONLINE GIVING 

Pick up your Advent calendar and 
devotional. They are located at the 
welcome center.  

 

Advent is a season for reflection and 
hope, as we wait for the light of the 
world to enter in and make a home 
among us through Jesus.  During Advent 
we, as Christians, devote more time to 
prayer and preparation for the coming 
of our Lord.  The devotional is a 
companion to the weekly worship, and 
helps keep our hearts and minds 
centered as we look forward to the birth 
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 


