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The Epistle
Church Office Hours:
8:00am—4:00pm
Monday-Friday
Phone: 262-542-2545
Fax: 262-542-1254

Helping people make a
life-changing connection with
Jesus Christ,
St. Luke’s is a faith community
committed to connecting,
growing, and serving.

October 2020
Fed at God’s Table to be Re-Formed
On All Hallow’s Eve of 1517, Martin Luther walked to
the door of the Wittenburg Church with a flyer in hand.
From his pocket he drew a hammer and proceeded to
nail a list of propositions to the church door. We call
his list The 95 Theses. They were 95 points on which
Luther hoped to have discussion. He hoped to initiate a
re-formation of the church, a resetting of the table.

E-mail: office@stlukeslutheran.org Our mission statement reminds us that faith is always a reformation process. Our
Website:
www.stlukeslutheran.org
Facebook: facebook.com/sllcwauk
Pastor Lindsay Jordan
Senior Pastor
Ext. 303
pj@stlukeslutheran.org
Pastor Steve Bogie
Associate Pastor
Ext. 302
pastorsteve@stlukeslutheran.org
CLM Child Care
6:30am—6:00pm
Monday –Friday
(unless otherwise noted)

mission is: “Helping people make life-changing connections with Jesus Christ…” I love
this phrase because it reminds us that following Jesus calls us to always reclaim his
vision as our own. Scripture comes to us with theses to consider, as statements
proposing new ways to live in the midst of this tired and broken-down world.
We need this reformation. The ways of this world are always trying to claim us. We are
constantly being bombarded with messages demanding our allegiance. This season of
political wrangling is always calling us to align our allegiance with one candidate or
another. Faith in Jesus always calls us to find our identity and being in the Lord who
raises us from sin, death and all evil. Faith is always a reforming event – a life-changing
process in which we become more like our Lord envisions.
We are beginning our observance of our centennial year. Just over ninety-nine years
ago our congregation began gathering around Word and Sacrament. It formed a
community committed to being followers of Jesus Christ. Our centennial theme is “Fed
at God’s table.” It reminds us that for more than 100 years God’s people have gathered
around a table set by God, a table we call St. Luke’s Lutheran.
A lot of changes have happened in one hundred years. To be vital, this congregation
has re-formed itself in many ways. It has adapted to changes in society, methods of
ministry, expectations of members and pastoral leadership. Throughout these
reformations, God has fed the congregation with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Courtney Stangl
Director of Child Life
Ministries
Ext. 129
262-522-6738
cstangl@stlukeslutheran.org

When Jesus Christ comes among us – as he does at the
table and in the reading and preaching of scripture – He
comes to change our lives. In worship we are challenged
to become more as Christ intends his followers to be: to
be more merciful, more caring, more engaged in the
faith, more committed to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Liz Anderson
Preschool Administrator
Ext.101
262-522-6747
landerson@stlukeslutheran.org

Fed at God’s table, we continue to be a congregation
that is helping people make life-changing connections to
Jesus Christ. The reformation initiated by Martin Luther
continues to be at work among us, today. May we pray
that we are open to the Holy Spirit’s leading so that our
lives would be changed and our hearts would be
molded by the priorities and intentions of God.
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What good is it, my brothers and sisters,
if you say you have faith but do not have
works? Can faith save you? If a brother
or sister is naked and lacks daily food,
and one of you says to them, “Go in
peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and
yet you do not supply their bodily needs,
what is the good of that? So faith by
itself, if it has no works, is dead. James
2:14-26 NRSV
It is one of my greatest privileges to be able to answer
questions about God. That does not mean that I have
answers to all the questions I receive about God.
However, if I do not have an answer to someone’s
question, I will take time and research to the best of my
ability to find an answer. Answering questions helps my
ministry tremendously and I give thanks to those brave
souls willing to come to me for a question.
Recently, I have received a phone call by a brave soul,
and they asked me an excellent question. The concern
was about doing God’s work and our eternal salvation. I
am paraphrasing but this person asked, “Why do we
have to do God’s work, if the works of our hands do not
get us to heaven?” That is an excellent question! Why do
we have to do God’s work?
We do not receive salvation from the works of our
hands, we receive it from faith, which is a gift. However,
we are created to be in community, and we are created
to care for that community. Our Creator has given us
purpose in our communities to love unconditionally. We
are empowered to do God’s work because the world can
be transformed into a better place through the works of
our hands and God’s help. Now the world will not be a
perfect place, but it can be a better place if humanity
would deeply engage in God’s work. Furthermore, we do
God’s work so others can see there is another way to live
in the world. As Matthew’s gospel tells us, “In the same
way, let your light shine before others, so that they may
see your good works and give glory to your Father in
heaven.”
This next paragraph may best be understood if you read
it more than once.
A theological perspective on this subject can be summed
up in the book of James. The scripture above is a
theological response to the discussion about works and
faith. The writer of James would tell us faith without
works is dead. Yet, what does that mean? We are given
our faith through the works of the Holy Spirit, so how can
our faith die? An answer that may provide some clarity is
the Spirit is always communicating to us through our
heart, gut, and sometimes through our ears. The Holy
Spirit moves us, informs, and transforms us so we move
September 2020

closer to God’s will. The Holy Spirit gives us our faith and
helps us to be faithful people. The issue can be when we
do not listen to the Holy Spirit and decide to not to
engage in God’s work. Some may call not listening to the
Holy Spirit as blasphemy of the Holy Spirit, which is not
good. Jesus tells us in Matthew’s gospel, “Therefore I tell
you, people will be forgiven for every sin and blasphemy,
but blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven.”
The crux of the argument in James is if we do not listen to
the Holy Spirit and let it move us, are we truly being
faithful people? Therefore, is our faith dead when we do
not listen to the Holy Spirit and elect to not to engage in
God’s work?
No matter what way you want to look at God’s work; God
has called us to engage in his work. Yet, the type of work
varies from person to person. I believe you can do God’s
work and have fun. Yes, it is true. God’s work can be fun.
It is fun when people are fed, it is fun when people have
all that they need, and it is fun when every voice has
advocacy. However, not everyone may be called to serve
in such ways. Sometimes God’s work may look like a quilt,
sometimes coffee, cakes, and birthday celebrations.
Sometimes God’s work may look like a warm welcome on
Sunday morning, a good message to take home, or food
for the hungry. Sometimes God’s work can look like
answering a phone call for someone who is in need. If
someone finds passion for these areas, they will find
doing such work as fulfilling and fun.
Doing God’s work is not meant to be a burden. God’s
work is meant to bring us joy, because we are working
with God. It is an awesome privilege to be able to work
with God. I believe that God wants us to find joy in life
even when we are doing God’s work. I believe God has
given us purpose, or something to do so we can enjoy
life. In the end, we are called to find the spaces that we
can find joy while
doing God’s work.
So, go and enjoy
life in God’s name
while doing His
work with your
hands.
Thanks be to God!

Steve Bogie
Associate Pastor
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SPECIAL VIRTUAL EVENT !

Time:
St. Luke's is hosting a virtual
event with Reggie Jackson of
Nurturing Diversity.
The topics of the day will be
1)unconscious bias and
2) historical perspective of race
relations in our area.
Registration and
promotional
materials will be sent
out soon.
Participants will need
to register.
Nurturing Diversity is an educational group that
specializes in fostering diversity, equity, and
inclusion. For more information, please see their
website located at http://nurturingdiversity.us/.

Phone: 262-542-2545
Email: office@stlukeslutheran.org
September 2020
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Covid Impacts Sundays and Festivals
The headline tells a reality that none of us want to hear: 1) Coronavirus
continues to be highly active in Waukesha county. 2) This pandemic is
affecting our worshipping community in ways we’d rather it would not.
Sunday Services during the month of October will continue to be held in
Cutler Park when weather allows. Virtual services will also continue. This
decision was made with heavy hearts by the Church Council at its recent
meeting after looking at data trends for our county. The council feels we
cannot keep one another safe during in-person, indoor worship in our
building. Decisions about in-person, Sunday morning worship will continue to
be made month by month.
No decisions have been made about Sunday morning services for the months
of November and December. However, the council acted on plans for
Thanksgiving and Christmas Festival services. These festival services will be
virtual this year.
Please hold our council in prayer as they monthly wrestle with questions
about how to hold worship safely. They continue to review the data each
month, and ask, “What has happened in the last month to precipitate a
change to what we are doing?” While all want to return to in-person,
in-building worship, the council uses this data and discussion around the
question to guide its decision making process.

Governing Documents
Update
The Governing Documents
Subcommittee of the Church Council
continues its work. Recently, it finished
its first draft of the constitution, bylaws
and continuing resolutions. Now the
group is working on formatting issues
and a second review. Within a month,
the committees of the church will again
be consulted for input. Continue to pray
for the work being done.

Connections: A New
Name
Our weekly email blast has a
new name. We will be referring
to it as Connections, a title
chosen to echo our mission
statement: “Helping people
make life-changing connections
with Jesus Christ…” If you’re not
receiving Connections, call
Jennifer in the church office at
262-542-2545 and subscribe.

Council Notes
1. The Stewardship Committee has accomplished some wonderful work in
the past several months and the council would like to honor their hard
work and commitment to St. Luke’s.
2. The Governing Documents Review Committee has completed their first
draft of updates and the document will be returned to the committee
stakeholders for final review. Stay tuned for additional updates and
timelines in the coming months.
3. As outdoor worship continues, the council appreciates that we provide
meaningful worship to St. Luke’s members and offered opportunity for
numerous new community members to join us. Council continues to
support outdoor worship services at Cutler Park through the month of
October and continues to discuss, deliberate, and pray over the return
to indoor worship. Will keep our faith community informed of any
changes.
September 2020

The Epistle

St. Luke’s
Lutheran Church
Core Values
Honoring God and serving
Jesus Christ,
1. We share Jesus Christ and
make disciples.
2. We worship God together.
3. We are curious, courageous,
and open to the Holy Spirit.
4. We celebrate children and lift
up families as they are.
5. We practice kindness and
uphold the dignity of each
individual.
6. We are committed to being an
inclusive community of grace.
7. We stand ready to serve and
advocate for our neighbors.
8. We honor our past and look to
God’s future for us.

In Our Church Family
Baptisms
Aria Lynn McAvou
September 20

Deaths
John Maile
September 18

September Council
Contact
Jody Geibl
jgeibl@wi.rr.com
Home: 262-549-5840
Mobile: 414-530-5724

The deadline is
Wednesday, October 15th
to turn in items for the
November issue of
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4

Tanzania Partnership Corner
Maroroni and Kilima Moja Parishes
Samaria Parish & Ascension Lutheran Church

Maranatha Nursery School
at KilimaMoja Parish
Opened!
After delays and the
pandemic, in September,
2020, the dream of Pastor
Pallangyo has become reality
and Maranatha Nursery
School has opened for the
preschoolers at KilimaMoja
parish!
The teachers, Neema (left)
and Glory (right), greeted the
little ones and their parents at
Open House in August. On September 1, they were ready to begin!
The parents will bring their 41 “babies” to experience instruction to learn
English through
Bible stories. They
will be fed a daily
meal of porridge.
Besides the new swings, they will play children’s games like
“football” (soccer), and net ball (basketball), etc.
Please pray for the teachers, Glory and Neema, the parents, and
41 preschoolers, as they begin this educational journey. The
precious little ones will learn English as a second language in this
preschool modeled after the Child Life Ministries program
offered at St. Luke’s.
This was the dream of Pr. Pallangyo who died after a motor
cycle accident in July. Gifts in his
memory can be sent to St. Luke’s
and marked for Pastor’s
Memorial Fund.

September 2020
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Michael Schaner
Director of Music Ministries
Ext. 304
mschaner@stlukeslutheran.org

Music Ensembles for the Fall

Hymn Sings

This fall our ensembles will all be virtual as we cannot safely make music in
the same room together yet. Our adult ensembles will meet twice a month
on Wednesday evenings where Michael Schaner, Director of Music
Ministries, will lead people in making music remotely, as well as check in
with each other. Have you wanted to join choir and sing along, but not be
heard by others? Come join us as we make music as only Michael’s
microphone will be unmuted. Singing with all our microphones is a giant
mess of sound.

Did you know that Michael
Schaner has a hymn sing each
week that relates to the
upcoming weekend’s
lectionary texts? The
lectionary is a three year cycle
of readings for the church
year that we use, along with
churches all around the
world, both Lutheran and
other denominations! You
can find the hymn sings on
our church Facebook page, or
on our Vimeo site
at vimeo.com/sllcw, each
week. Please sing along in
your own homes! If you need
a copy of the ELW, you can
purchase one in the church
office. There are numerous
prayers and other devotional
items in our hymnal as well!

Our youth and children’s choirs will also meet virtually, but they will meet
each week on Thursdays. Our Joyful Noise ensembles (Angel Choir, Sing for
Joy, Lord’s Chimes, Joyful Ringers) ages 4-6th grade will all meet together
for 20-30 minutes to sing, learn Bible stories, and more starting at 5pm.
Saints and Sinners, grades 7-12, will meet at 7pm on Thursdays well. These
rehearsals will start in October. Families will be contacted with more
information, and if your child is interested in participating, you can contact
Mr. Schaner at mschaner@stlukeslutheran.org.
While this isn’t the musical year we had hoped for, it’s a way for us to stay
connected and safely making some music together. If you have any
questions, please contact Mr. Schaner for more information.

How To Pray When You Don’t Know What To Say
This is just one of the things Shelia Walsh addresses in her book “Praying Women”. This year,
Women of Faith Bible Study will be using Shelia’s book. Through her book we will also discuss
those prayer struggles that seem to get in our way of having a conversation with God. Shelia
gets real when she shares her own struggles with prayer and offers up suggestions to overcome
those struggles. This book seems as though it was written for just this time in our world. Come,
join in the conversation, and see what Shelia has to say. Come and hear God’s Words just for
you.
We will meet virtually via Zoom on the 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month from 6:30pm-8:30pm.
You may purchase “Praying Women” on Amazon, Kindle and other places both audio and hard cover books are sold.
Please contact Laurie Rohrwasser at lrohrwasser@stlukeslutheran.org to register or for more information.
We will have our 1st Zoom meeting on Thursday September 10, 2020 at 6:30pm.
“Prayer changes you and it changes the world…” Shelia Walsh
September 2020
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Prayer Team

We Are a Congregation of SOPHIA

Our Prayer Team has a place for you!
Lifting up the needs and the joys of
others is truly a gift for them and a
privilege and blessing to those who
pray. Requests come to me, I email
them to you, and you pray for them.
You chose where, how and when.
There isn’t a right or wrong way to
pray! Please prayerfully consider
joining our team. Contact Laurie
Rohrwasser for more information at
lrohrwasser@stlukeslutheran.org.

St. Luke’s is one of fifteen member congregations of SOPHIA. SOPHIA is a
grassroots organization of people of faith united by a passion for justice, a
commitment to community and a practice of hope. SOPHIA is dedicated to
empowering people to work together on issues of justice, and to engaging
individuals, agencies, and public officials in dialogue. We seek creative and
effective efforts to improve our communities. SOPHIA members include
individuals, organizations, and diverse faith communities who are united with
a powerful voice to speak against injustices in our community.

October Monthly
Mission
Tanzania Partnership:
We give thanks for our Tanzania
partnership and offer our gifts to
continue to support these eight
congregations. We support them
through prayer, learning,
relationship building, and financial
assistance.

ERAs Fall Yard Clean Up:
It's time again for the ERAs Fall Yard
Clean Up! St. Luke's will be participating
on Saturday, October 31 and Saturday,
November 7 with a morning session
from 9:00 to noon and an afternoon
session from 1:00 to 4:00pm. The
cleanup involves mostly leaf raking and
bagging with a few odd jobs involved.
Youth and families are welcome! Due to
COVID restrictions, we are limited to 6
people per session. Please sign up at the
usher cart after worship. You can
contact Janet Slater at 262-542-7841 or
jandyslater@milwpc.com for more
information.

2021 Photo
Directory
We are working with
Lifetouch to create a new
pictorial directory of our
current membership.
More information will
come this winter. Please
contact Michelle Bedalov
if you’re willing to
volunteer.
Mlbedalov@gmail.com

Search Bible Study Moves Online
Our weekly Wednesday Bible Study has moved online. Join Pastor Jordan
from 9:30am-10:30am, in examining scripture via Zoom. If you wish to join
the study, call the church office to register. We will send you a link to log
into the Zoom meeting. New to zoom? We can help you get set up. Contact
the church office at 262-542-2545 or office@stlukeslutheran.org.

Hospitalized/Rehab/Homebound
If you or someone you know fall into any of these categories, please contact the church to let us know if you would like a visit
and/or prayers. We can no longer rely on the hospitals or care centers to get information to us. That information needs to
come from you. Please contact one of the following people:

St. Luke’s Office Hours:
Laurie Rohrwasser
Pastor Steve Bogie
Monday – Friday
Care & Prayer Ministries
Associate Pastor
8:00am
- 4:00pm
Coordinator
pastorsteve@stlukeslutheran.org
lrohrwasser@ stlukeslutheran.org
phone extension: 302
The office phone number is
phone extension: 204
262-542-2545.
Pastor Lindsay Jordan
Senior Pastor
Jennifer Dopke
After hours please leave a message at
pj@stlukeslutheran.org
one of the extensions. You may reach us
Administrative Assistant
via our website www.stlukeslutheran.org
phone extension: 303
office@stlukeslutheran.org
(Connecting/Care & Prayer Ministries/
phone extension: 300
Care Request Form).

September 2020
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DT3 (Discipleship
Training Year 3):

Finance Committee
Update

Reminder: Youth faith statements
are due by Oct 11. Classes will be
held Oct 4, Oct 11 &
Oct 18. Affirmation of Baptism
practice is Oct. 24 from 10am11am. Affirmation of Baptism will
be Oct. 25. Additional details will
be sent as finalized.

Our general giving continues to
show a deficit. To reach our 2020
budget needs, general giving must
increase by 25%.

DT (Discipleship Training
Year 1 & 2) :
Begins Oct. 4. 7th graders (1st
year students) will meet from
11:00a-12:00n. 8th graders (2nd
year students) will meet from
12:30p-1:30p. Register via the church website. Reminder: Masks
required! Questions? Please contact Cari (youth@stlukeslutheran.org) or
Pastor Bogie (pastorbogie@stlukeslutheran.org) .

High School Youth Group:
Will meet in-person and via Zoom on Oct. 4 and Oct. 18 from 2pm 3:30pm. Watch your email for additional details. Contact Cari
(youth@stlukeslutheran.org) for more information.

High School Mission Trip 2021 is in the planning stages now.

We were
planning to go to the ELCA Youth Gathering in 2021, but it has been postponed
to 2022 due to COVID. So we went back to the drawing board and have been
working to find a way to offer a HS mission trip experience in the safest manner
possible. We have selected LeaderTreks as the organization to partner with
and a date July 4th-July 10th. Please mark your calendars and save the
date! We will be releasing additional details as they are finalized.

Curbside Cinnamon Rolls were a hit - even with the bees!

It was great
to see all the smiling faces. Thank you to all for your support! We will be
holding a return engagement October 11th from 10am-10:45 am. Please drop
by and support the youth!

Remember that God's work never
stops. Continued giving is essential
to St. Luke's. Please do not
overlook financial support to the
church so that our pastoral and
office staff and Child Life Ministry
personnel are able to continue
providing the same work we
experience from them throughout
the year. They are all working just
as diligently as ever even in the
absence of in-person worship and
gathering.
If you would like to fund a special
project, please consider assisting
with the cost of our Stewardship
for All Seasons program. Both
2020 and 2021 carry a cost of
$1,950 each. Your generosity, in
any amount, would be welcomed.

Cindy Maigatter
Financial Administrator
Ext. 205
finance@stlukeslutheran.org

Are you still receiving a paper copy of The Epistle in
the mail? Reading The Epistle online saves paper and
postage, allows you to print only the pages you want,
includes live links, and is in full color. If you would
like to receive our weekly emails and our monthly
newsletter, The Epistle, by email, please contact the
church office at 262-542-2545 or
office@stlukeslutheran.org.
September 2020
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Mt. Meru Coffee October Hospitality Hour
The October Mt. Meru Coffee Hour is sponsored by Mick and Sandy Hendrickson in honor of their 55th wedding
anniversary. Mick and Sandy were married at St. Luke’s Lutheran on October 22, 1965 by Rev. Glen Cloninger.
Congratulations Mick & Sandy!

We are not having coffee sales at church, but you can still
purchase Mt. Meru coffee online at https://
www.mtmerucoffee.org/ Because of the strong volunteer
ties to Waukesha for the order fulfillment, special delivery of
your coffee purchases can be made without shipping costs.

September 2020
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Answer: “The Lord will indeed give what is good, and our land will yield
its harvest.” Psalm 85:12 NIV

Every generous act
of giving, with every
perfect gift, is from
above, coming down
from the Father of
lights, with whom
there is no variation
or shadow due to
change.
James 1:17

September 2020
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Congratulations to St. Luke’s ELCA from ERAs on your
100th Anniversary!
ERAs has worked in partnership with St. Luke’s since 1991, when we began
helping older adults in Waukesha County. We were known as Interfaith
Caregiving Network at that point, and our agency received support from St.
Luke’s to help get our programs started.
Over the years, our agency has gone through a merger with RSVP (Retired and
Senior Volunteer Program) and a name change, and your support – members
volunteering, financial donations, and identifying older adults in need of help –
has continued. We are grateful that the members of St. Luke’s have welcomed
us over the years to give presentations on how we can support older adults, adults with disabilities, and family caregivers;
helped youth to go through senior sensitivity training to better understand the aging process, and encouraged members to
volunteer with us to help older adults in the community. You have hosted an interfaith prayer service for our agency and
special volunteer recognition events. In 2004, St. Luke’s helped our agency to begin a Christmas gift delivery program that has
grown to provide gifts to more than 400 Waukesha County individuals each year.
Greetings from Kathy Gale, Executive Director since January 2001. Kathy directs the ERAs
programs with the help of 17 employees and nearly 500 volunteers that help 800 Waukesha
County older adults and adults with disabilities to live
independently.

Thank you, St. Luke’s, for your many
years of partnership with ERAs!

Thank you Thrivent!
Thank you to Thrivent for sponsoring the St.
Luke’s Child Life Ministries Thrivent Action
Team as the kick-off of the school year and
fundraiser for the CLM playground
equipment.
Goal: Raise $4330 for the Snug Play system
that is powered by the young child’s
imagination. The pieces can be used
indoors or outdoors without installation.
Since the August 30 appeal at the outdoor
service at Cutler Park, $1184 (27% of the
goal) has been raised! Thank you St. Luke
members, and please continue to Live
Generously! If you are a member of
Thrivent, please let the church office know.
You could also apply for two $250 Thrivent
Action Grants per calendar year for projects
at St. Luke’s.

Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me .
Matthew 18:5
September 2020
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100th Anniversary Outreach Appeal for
October: Donate 100 Hours of Service to Eras
As we enter the second month of celebration of St. Luke’s 100th Anniversary in
August 2021, the Planning Committee is inviting you to give of your time as we
donate 100 hours of service to the various programs offered by ERAs Senior
Network this year.
ERAs Fall Yard Clean Up
ERAs Senior Network is in need of volunteers to help with fall yard
clean up this October. This is a great opportunity for families or a
group of no more than four people to enjoy the crisp autumn weather
while helping a senior stay safe in their home. Tasks include leaf
raking, clearing flower beds, and washing outdoor
windows. Volunteers can be under the age of 18 when one volunteer
in the group is 18 or older.
Janet and Andy Slater have led many
fall ERAs teams like the one pictured.

Wellness Calls
ERAs Senior Network is in need of volunteers to place weekly wellness calls to
isolated seniors and adults with disabilities. Callers ensure the senior has enough
food and medication and also provide friendly conversation which helps reduce
isolation and loneliness. Anyone interested in making wellness calls should contact
Marisa.Strothenke@eras.org or (262) 522-2402 for more details.

Drivers Needed
ERAs Senior Network needs more volunteer
drivers like Steve Wiley. Help a senior or adult with a disability get to a medical
appointment by transporting them in your vehicle. Volunteers are also needed
to grocery shop for clients and deliver food to clients’ homes. Clients and
volunteers are screened for COVID-19 symptoms prior to services and are
asked to stay home if they are exhibiting any symptoms. Clients and
volunteers are asked to wear a mask during the service, and clients are asked
to sit in the backseat. Anyone interested in volunteering should contact
Marisa.Strothenke@eras.org or (262) 522-2402 for more details.

Holiday Giving
Help ERAs Senior Network provide a holiday gift to up to 400 Waukesha County seniors
and adults with disabilities each December! These gifts offer Waukesha County seniors
an opportunity to purchase food and medications. ERAs Senior Network is sending gift
cards and postage stamps to low-income and isolated clients. ERAs is asking for
donations of $10 Walgreens, Pick ‘n Save, and Walmart gift cards, and books of forever
postage stamps to be donated by December 14, 2020. Gifts will be mailed to recipients
of the Holiday Giving Program before Christmas. St. Luke’s has made ornaments to
donate like the ones pictured in 2019. Please contact Becca.Snow@Eras.org or
(262) 522-2409 with any questions.
Send your volunteer photos to Diane Voit at DianeVoit2014@gmail.com to “log our hours.” Thank you!
September 2020
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We Love to Tell the Stories…100 Years of Being Fed at God’s Table
The faith community of St. Luke’s has worshiped together in four locations, the old YMCA located on South Street (now
a municipal parking lot), the red brick church at our current location, the old Park Theater in Waukesha at the corner of
Grand and Wisconsin (now the Social Security Office) and, now, in our current building – always a downtown church.
The first worship service was held in a rented upstairs hall at the YMCA. The congregation paid $5.00 per week. In 1925,
documents were signed to purchase the land at the corner of Grand and Carroll Street. Groundbreaking and the
cornerstone was laid in August 1926. Members of St. Luke’s and the architect wanted a church that would be different
from others, a church built of old materials, carrying out an antique, Gothic style. Thus, old paving bricks from the
streets of Waukesha, particularly Grand Avenue, were the choice for the exterior of the church. Members bought bricks
for ten cents each to help raise funds. The church was dedicated in March 1927 and served the congregation until 1965
when the deconstruction and construction process began for the present structure. Furnishings from the red brick
church currently grace our chapel.
Amazing #1! Pre-COVID, the potluck luncheon gathering on the third Tuesday of each month from September through
June began in 1965. 54 years of fellowship, hospitality and entertaining programs was guided for many years by Shirley
Harrits. Today, Kathi and Bob Drain and others continue the tradition. We look forward to being able to gather again.
Thank you to all who have volunteered over the years.
Amazing #2! In 1990, John Maile (Pam Olson’s dad), Bill Addie (Sue Bangle’s dad) and Dick Sommers met at St. Luke’s
for coffee, conversation and, most importantly, “fix-it” projects. The Three Amigos! They so enjoyed what they were
doing, their enthusiasm spread, and soon there were many more. The Amigos are as vital and valuable to St. Luke’s
today as they were at the beginning 30 years ago! Were or are you an Amigo? Do you have an Amigo story or
adventure to share? Dennis Voit would love to hear from you. Our 100th anniversary story would not be complete
without sharing the accomplishments, talents and stories we know you can tell!
Finally, we’ve received a few St. Luke’s family stories. We know there are many more out there. Please share with a
quick email to office@stlukeslutheran.org or Sharon.wood3443@sbcglobal.net
We’re also looking for remembrances and stories of St. Luke’s sponsorship of European refugees in the years after
WWII.

Anniversary
Committee
Contact Information
Music Committee
Michael Schaner
mschaner@stlukeslutheran.org
262-542-2545

Celebration Dinner Committee
Sandy & Neal Buntrock
nbuntrock@wi.rr.com
262-789-7393
Hospitality Committee
Sandy Hendrickson
papamh@sbcglobal.net
262-542-5940

Joyce Ruck
joyruck@wi.rr.com
262-542-8115

Kathy Pederson
kpederson@princetonclub.net
kpederson3087@att.net
414-530-7896

Community Outreach,
Publicity, &
Communications Committee
Diane Voit
DianeVoit2014@gmail.com
262-993-0104

Stewardship, Fundraising, &
Budget Committee
Ed Raether
eraether@wi.rr.com
262-542-7872

Visual Arts Committee
Pam Olson
aolson10@wi.rr.com
262-549-3289
Kathy Pederson
kpederson@princetonclub.net
kpederson3087@att.net
414-530-7896
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How can you help with the 100th
Celebration?
We have officially kicked off our year of celebration,
and you can help.
We meet virtually twice each month. Check the
contact list for our subcommittees, and reach out to
the group that you would like to be part of. Whether
you only have a little time to offer or a lot of time, we
have opportunities for everyone. Don’t miss out on
being part of our church’s history!

History Committee
Sharon Wood
Sharon.Wood3443@sbcglobal.net
262-542-5118
Pictoral Directory Committee
Michelle Bedalov
Mlbedalov@gmail.com
262-442-8886
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ONLINE GIVING

Use your Phone to give
Point your QR reader at
this graphic to be directed
to Omella to make an
online gift.
Or visit omella.com/o/izfds
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